Press Release – Release Date Friday, September 2, 2011
Steps being taken to fix water color

Reidsville officials want City residents to know that their water, discolored by manganese, a naturally occurring mineral in the water, is safe to drink.

As previously reported, the City has had to open a lower gate to withdraw additional water from Lake Reidsville. Manganese can be found throughout the lake but is in heavier concentrations on the bottom at the lower depths. The lake itself has been lower due to drought conditions and a State-mandated requirement to keep the water level four feet below normal until the dam can be repaired.

Officials with the North Carolina Department of Environmental & Natural Resources have been on site at the Water Treatment Plant Thursday and today checking the water quality. While the water is discolored by the manganese content, the levels are below the threshold for any health concerns, City Manager Michael Pearce reported.

In an attempt to alleviate the water discoloration, the City has brought in two portable pumps to pump water from the top of the lake as of today. By using this clearer water from atop the lake, it should lessen the discoloration.

The City is also drawing discolored water from the elevated tank and clearwell to speed up the process of getting clearer water into the distribution system.
City officials are also bringing in environmental experts next week to review the processes used and the facilities themselves, as well as Lake Reidsville, to see if further steps can be taken to clear up the water. Pearce said that this review hopefully will help the City understand how this situation keeps reoccurring.
 The lower gate has rarely been used so the only times manganese has been an issue is during the annual turning over of the lake, Pearce explained. The only reason the lower gate has to be used now is the drought conditions combined with the lower lake levels brought on by the need for dam repairs.

*****

For more information, contact Kevin Eason, Public Works Director, at 336-349-1070.

