Press Release – Release Date Friday, August 26, 2011
Spillway, drought affect City water


Reidsville residents may continue to see occasional discoloration in their water in the coming weeks as the City opens a lower reservoir gate to withdraw additional water from Lake Reidsville.


Officials note that the City has sufficient water reserves and is in no danger of a water shortage. Normally, a gate located six feet below the lake’s full pool level is used to supply water to the plant. Due to the lowering of the water level in the reservoir, a secondary gate, located 21 feet below the lake’s normal pool level, will be brought into service. With the significantly lower gate being opened, the potential exists for higher levels of manganese located near the lake bottom to be in the water.


Public Works Director Kevin Eason assures residents that manganese is not considered to be a health hazard and is naturally occurring. Manganese is usually removed during the water treatment process. The water may have a slightly metallic taste, but it is safe to drink.

“Water levels are monitored and the treatment process is adjusted to correct the problem, but the recent fluctuations of manganese have resulted in discolored water,” Eason explained.


Eason added that he expects the raw water quality in the lake to improve once temperatures cool down and lake turnover occurs.


Drought conditions are affecting the situation, combined with the City’s need to keep the lake level at least four feet below normal to safeguard the concrete spillway at Lake Reidsville. Earlier this year, the City realized there were voids beneath the spillway and notified the State, which has dictated the lower lake level until repairs can be made.

Eason said he anticipates that the new spillway design will be submitted to the State for approval by the end of the year. Construction will then begin on the new spillway in the spring. Once construction is completed, the lake will be allowed to refill to normal lake levels, he said.


City officials reiterated that the City has plenty of water at Lake Reidsville, in addition to its untapped reserves at Lake Hunt. While the water may be discolored for a while, it is safe to drink.

*****

For more information, contact Kevin Eason, Public Works Director, at 336-349-1070.

