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Statue base moved


The base of the Confederate Soldier monument has been moved from the Scales Street/Morehead Street intersection as of this morning.

The marble base has been askew since a motorist hit the monument on May 23 and toppled the Confederate Soldier that had stood there for 101 years. Due to concerns about safety, City officials have decided to store the base at the Public Works Department until the United Daughters of the Confederacy decide what to do, explained Reidsville City Manager Michael J. Pearce. 


“As previously reported, we had offered the services of City workers to help and move the base,” Pearce said. “While we had hoped to move it only one time, Mrs. Ezell has informed me it may take up to a year or more before the statue is reproduced.”

State UDC President Aileen Ezell has been working with the driver’s insurance company on replacement costs since the curators the UDC hired have determined the Confederate statue cannot be repaired. 

After reviewing public records, including minutes from the early 1900s, City Attorney Bill McLeod Jr. informed City leaders that he could find no evidence the UDC ever donated the statue to the City of Reidsville. Therefore, the City announced last month that it would relinquish all claims to the Confederate Soldier. The UDC has said it will not ask the City to put the statue back up in the same intersection but will move it to an alternative location.


Pearce said he is concerned that there be no further damage to the statue’s base, which did suffer some chipping after the May accident. When the base is removed, flowers will be planted at the location until the City determines what to put in the intersection, he added.

