City of Reidsville Press Release –November 30, 2011
City to name renovated alley

after retired City Manager

The Reidsville City Council will name the renovated South Scales Street plaza “Kelly’s Way” in honor of retired City Manager D. Kelly Almond during a brief ceremony Wednesday, December 7.


Almond, who retired in February of this year with nearly 23 years as City 
Manager, is credited with spearheading the revitalization of Reidsville’s downtown area. City officials thought it fitting that one of the renovated spaces downtown be named after him.


The Reidsville Downtown Corporation Board of Directors asked that the alleyway at 120 S. Scales Street be named after Almond in recognition of his vision for the downtown area. “This project is a perfect example of the vision, foresight and faith that Kelly had for the City of Reidsville and its future,” the RDC recommendation read. “The alleyway park will be a jewel in our downtown district and should be named accordingly.”

Council members agreed and approved the RDC recommendation unanimously at their November 15th meeting.


“Kelly understood that, without a vibrant downtown, a City cannot prosper and grow,” Mayor James Festerman said. “He wanted to make the downtown a place where people would want to come and shop. With its water feature and beautiful setting, ‘Kelly’s Way’ will be a unique place to rest and relax for those in the downtown area.”


City Manager Michael Pearce explained that the concept of the pedestrian link between the Morehead Street parking lot and the shops on South Scales Street was first noted in the “Strategic Plan for Revitalization of Downtown Reidsville, NC” done several years ago. The City built on that concept, creating a multi-purpose area that not only serves as a pedestrian access but also will be a place where residents can bring lunch and enjoy the outdoor oasis in the middle of the commercial district. The alleyway is also WiFi supported, allowing visitors to bring their laptops and check email.


“I believe that naming the area ‘Kelly’s Way’ is a fitting tribute because Kelly always stressed the importance of the downtown area to Reidsville’s future,” Pearce said. “The City is glad to be able to recognize him in this way.”

The December 7th dedication will be held at approximately 3:30 p.m. at the alleyway following a 3 p.m. special meeting of the Reidsville City Council. The public is invited to attend.

