City of Reidsville Press Release

Reidsville wins All-America City Award!!!


Reidsville was one of 10 winners of the National Civic League’s 2008 “All-America City” Award during the presentation held in Tampa, Florida, this summer. The AAC award is considered to be the “Nobel Prize” among municipalities.

A delegation of 51 members, including representatives from the Free Clinic of Rockingham County, the Reidsville Outreach Center and the Reidsville Teen Center, traveled to Florida on the “Trek to Tampa.” The National Civic League announced the ten winners, in no particular order, from among the 17 finalists from across the country. Reidsville was called up to the stage second after Akron, Ohio.


Mayor James K. Festerman and the delegation took to the stage, shaking hands with the judges and other NCL officials. The judges said they had been moved by the City’s presentation, which included patients from the Free Clinic, clients served by the Outreach Center and youth who participate in the Teen Center programs.


The Free Clinic of Rockingham County, based in Reidsville, provides health and dental care and pharmacy needs to the working uninsured. The Outreach Center serves the needy in Reidsville by offering food as well as supplements toward clients’ utility bills. The Teen Center serves youth in 5th through 9th grade by providing recreation and socialization opportunities at no cost to the participants.


The year-long process, spearheaded by the Reidsville Chamber of Commerce, included some 150 people who had worked on the application. Once Reidsville was named one of the 17 finalists, Chamber and City officials worked with representatives of the three projects on their presentation.


Each finalist had 10 minutes to make their presentation, followed by a 10-minute question-and-answer period.


“We are thrilled to win this award on our first time as a finalist,” Mayor Festerman said. “This means so much to our City, which has pulled together to provide these humanitarian services to our community.”


“As we told the judges, we are a small City with a large heart,” he said “We are so appreciative of the strong support we have received from our community. This is a distinction that the citizens of Reidsville can be very proud of.”


Beth Simmons, Chamber President, agreed.


“It took a whole community to pull together to bring this home,” she said.


Reidsville was joined by Lenoir, North Carolina, as well as the following winners: Akron, Ohio; Gladstone, Missouri; St. Louis Region, Missouri/Illinois; New Haven, Connecticut; Aurora, Colorado; Kissimmee, Osceola County, Florida; Goodyear, Arizona; and Cerritos, California. With a population of less than 15,000, Reidsville was the smallest city to win the coveted award.
