MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2009 AT 6:30 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor James K. Festerman


Mayor Pro-Tem Donald L. Gorham


Councilman John H. Gentry


Councilman John Henderson 

Councilman George O. Rucker

Councilman Clark Turner


Councilwoman Joan Zdanski



Councilman Tom Balsley


Councilman Richard Johnson

                                                                         

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                      
NONE

CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                    
D. Kelly Almond, City Manager








Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk








William F. McLeod Jr., City Attorney

Mayor Festerman called the meeting to order and recognized the Rev. John Sikes, Pastor of The Salvation Army, who provided the invocation. Rev. Sikes also praised the Council and the City, stating that “Reidsville has a lot to be proud of.”

Mayor Festerman and Council members then led in the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF THE NOVEMBER 17, 2009 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES.

Councilman Turner made the motion, seconded by Councilman Gentry and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve the November 17, 2009 Regular Meeting Minutes.

RECOGNITION OF OUTGOING MAYOR PRO TEM DONALD GORHAM AND COUNCILMAN JOHN GENTRY.
Presentation to Mayor Pro Tem Gorham.

Mayor Festerman asked Mayor Pro Tem Gorham to come down and be recognized. He presented the outgoing Mayor Pro Tem with a Green Bay Packers watch with included an inscription on the back which read: “Donald L. Gorham, Mayor Pro Tem, City of Reidsville, 2005-2009.”
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham said that this was a “sad night” for him. He noted that he ran for the Mayor’s seat and that many people felt like he should have been there, he said. He added that he had enjoyed his service to the City of Reidsville and didn’t plan to sit in a rocking chair. He said he was going to keep his eye on the prize and we would see him again. He agreed with Rev. Sikes that Reidsville was a place to be proud of and noted that he had several occasions to work elsewhere, but decided to stay in Reidsville.
Presentation to Councilman Gentry.

Mayor Festerman requested Councilman John Gentry to come forward and be reconginized. He mentioned that the Councilman was a lifelong resident of Reidsville who had served in the school system as a Principal and on the School Board. He said he had served on the Council for twelve years with Gentry and that he could not think of a more ethical person. The Mayor then presented the outgoing Council member with a UNC basketball autographed by Roy Williams and the 2009-10 Carolina Tarheels basketball team.

In making his remarks, Councilman Gentry said he appreciated the citizens electing him time after time and all the work that has been carried on. He said the City had improved and was chosen as an “All-America City.” He said he would leave here and drive down Scales Street with all the lights on, which had been his idea, he reminded Council. He noted that Reidsville is a beautiful town in which to live and to keep going. Before sitting down, he encouraged the Council to “do something about Jaycee Park.”

ADMINISTERING THE OATH OF OFFICE TO NEWLY ELECTED COUNCIL MEMBERS BY THE HONORABLE FRED WILKINS, CHIEF DISTRICT COURT JUDGE.
Swearing In of Mayor Festerman.

Judge Fred Wilkins asked Mayor James K. Festerman to step forward to be sworn in for his second term as Mayor. The Judge recited the oath of office, which the Mayor, accompanied by his wife, Priscilla, affirmed. The newly-elected Mayor then signed the oath. (A COPY OF THE OATH OF OFFICE IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) 

While making his remarks, Mayor Festerman thanked his wife of 47 years, who he described as his “best friend,” and the family members in attendance, including his son, Todd, his daughter-in-law, Crystal, and grandson, Payne. The Mayor noted that while his family had not encouraged him to run, they had supported him when he decided to. He added that the Bible he had used for the swearing in was very important to him. It was given to him by his mother when he was sworn in as Police Chief in 1983.
Mayor Festerman talked of how the unemployment rate has gone up and how financially things are tougher than they were when he was sworn in four years ago. He said a lot has changed. He stated that for the City to move forward, it would be even more challenging, but he said he was proud of what Reidsville has been able to accomplish. He pointed to the Teen Center, to improvements to Lake Reidsville, and the downtown area, which continues to receive awards for those improvements. The Mayor thanked the City employees for their hard work. He reminded everyone that, along the way, the City received the All-America City Award in 2008. He added that he tells people that receiving this outstanding accomplishment was not due to anything he has done or the City of Reidsville (government) or the Chamber of Commerce but to the things that are being done in this community by the citizens to make Reidsville a better place.

Swearing In of Councilman Balsley.

Judge Fred Wilkins asked Councilman-elect Tom Balsley to step forward to be sworn in. The Judge recited the oath of office, which the Councilman, accompanied by his wife, Martha, affirmed. The new Councilman then signed the oath and received a round of applause from the audience. (A COPY OF THE OATH OF OFFICE IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) 

Councilman Balsley thanked his friends and all the people who had supported him in running for this office. He thanked his wife, Martha, who has been a source of encouragement and support. He also thanked his parents and in laws, who he noted were not there in person but were there in spirit. He thanked all City Councils, current and past. He noted that Starr McHugh’s mother had been a mentor to him and the first female Council member. He said she was a pioneer in politics and business. He acknowledged the late Jules Gwyn, who had been instrumental in guiding this City during the turbulent Civil Rights era. He mentioned there were people who had made good decisions, day in and day out for the citizens of Reidsville so that the City would be a good place to live. He stressed that he didn’t want to forget the City employees, from City Manager Almond on down the line. He said they are there day by day putting in their time making sure the residents have the protection and services that we need, they are the best. Before sitting down, he said “Go Rams!”
Swearing In of Councilman Johnson.

Judge Fred Wilkins asked Councilman-elect Richard Johnson to step forward to be sworn in. The Judge recited the oath of office, which the Councilman, accompanied by his wife, Yolanda, children and family members, affirmed. The new Councilman then signed the oath and received a round of applause from the audience. (A COPY OF THE OATH OF OFFICE IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) 

Councilman Johnson thanked those who had come out in the cold and wet to be there tonight. He then thanked God, “who makes all good things possible.” Next, he thanked his wife, Yolanda, who he described as the force who when he wants to lean back is there to push him forward. He said he wanted to thank his son who helped on the campaign trail by shaking hands and handing out flyers. He thanked his daughter and other members of his family, his brother, his mother, his in-laws, everyone who had helped during the campaign. He said he had planned to make some other remarks, but he would save them for a later time. He said he hoped that as a Council they could work together to serve the city. He said that he had been elected by the citizens of Reidsville and that it was his intention to serve them to the best of his ability. 
2009-2010 COUNCIL ORGANIZATION AS REQUIRED BY G.S. 160A-68.
Mayor Festerman stated that they would now be moving into the organizational part of the meeting with the first item of business being the election of the Mayor Pro Tem.
Election of Mayor Pro Tem

Mayor Festerman said that as has been the Council’s prior tradition that the highest vote getter be named Mayor Pro Tem, he said he would nominate Tom Balsley for Mayor Pro Tem. Councilman Turner seconded the motion.
The Mayor asked if there were any further nominations?
Councilman Johnson stated, “I would like to nominate myself for Mayor Pro Tem.” His motion was seconded by Councilman Rucker.

The vote was then taken with Councilman Balsley receiving four votes (Festerman, Balsley, Turner and Zdanski) and Councilman Johnson receiving three votes (Johnson, Henderson and Rucker).

Appointment of Council Liaisons
Mayor Festerman announced the following liaison appointments:

ABC Board – Councilman Turner

Appearance Commission – Councilman Zdanski

Chamber of Commerce – Councilman Henderson

Community Pool Association – Councilman Johnson

Downtown Corporation – Councilman Turner

Historic Preservation Commission – Councilwoman Zdanski

Human Relations Commission – Councilman Henderson

Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission – Councilman Rucker

Piedmont Triad Council of Governments – Mayor Festerman

Planning Board – Mayor Pro Tem Balsley

Rockingham County Partnership – Mayor Festerman

PUBLIC COMMENTS.
Mayor Festerman asked if there was anyone who wished to speak during the public comments portion of the meeting? No one came forward.

The Mayor invited everyone to go to the adjoining conference room for a reception honoring the new Council members.

MOTION TO RECESS THE MEETING.

Mayor Festerman then made the motion to recess and reconvene this meeting at 3 p.m. on December 16 in the first-floor conference room. The motion was seconded by Councilman Turner and then unanimously approved in a 7-0 vote.
Everyone then went into the adjoining conference room for the reception.






_________________________________________







James K. Festerman, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________

  Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk
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