MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD TUESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2008 AT 6:30 P.M.

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor James K. Festerman


Mayor Pro-Tem Donald L. Gorham


Councilman John H. Gentry


Councilman John Henderson 

Councilman George O. Rucker

Councilman Clark Turner


Councilwoman Joan Zdanski


                                                                         

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                      
NONE

CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                    
D. Kelly Almond, City Manager
                                                                                    Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk

William F. McLeod Jr., City Attorney
                                                                                   


Mayor Festerman called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

The Mayor asked Pastor Felecia Kellam of Benaja Mt. Zion Holiness Church of God to provide the invocation.

Mayor Festerman then led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF THE JULY 8, 2008 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES AND THE JUNE 23, 2008 SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES. 

Mayor Festerman asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes?
Councilman Henderson said he had a correction. He said he didn’t believe part of the July 8th minutes were correct. The Mayor asked for clarification. Councilman Henderson stated that during his report, he asked questions of Council members. He indicated that those questions and the answers were not reflected in the minutes. The Mayor asked for further elaboration. The Councilman said he had asked a question of him (the Mayor) and the City Manager.
The Mayor asked the City Clerk to respond. She told Councilman Henderson that she went by her notes. If he would like for her to go back to the tape and put down a more extensive answer, she could do that, the Clerk told him. He said he preferred she went back to the tape.

The City Clerk then asked if the Council would like to approve the minutes with the additions of those statements or would they rather wait until the next meeting? He said they could be approved with the proper corrections.

Mayor Festerman added that the word on page 15 during the Public Comments portion of the meeting should be “mandate” not “mediate” as was written.

The Mayor then asked for clarification on page 17 of why the Council had opted to hold its meeting on October 15? City Manager Almond explained that it was so some Council members could attend the North Carolina League of Municipalities meeting in Charlotte.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve the minutes with corrections.
CONSIDERATION OF A PROPOSED CHANGE ORDER FOR MARKET SQUARE. 
City Manager Almond said he hoped his memo and Community Development Director Michael Pearce’s attached memo were somewhat self explanatory. (A COPY OF THOSE MEMOS ARE HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) He said he hated to start off  a project “in the hole,” but they were not aware of some of the problems underground at the site. He cited soil compacting issues, the unknown brick foundations underneath what he had been told was a tobacco warehouse, and a lot of drainage pipe that no one knew was underground. He said all of this wasn’t discovered until they started digging. He explained that before they started the project, they were aware there was a 15-inch drainage pipe that ran throughout the site but discovered other lines as well. He pointed out that accurate records of what was underground some 75 years ago were not kept. 
The City Manager noted they had experienced problems on Williams Street on the back side of the property. City Manager Almond said they think they’ve found the problem – all of these lines of unknown origin had come together at a manhole with a dirt bottom that is beginning to collapse. 
Mayor Festerman, citing Pearce’s memo which refers to the Apples’ warehouse, asked if the Apple family still owns that wall? The City Manager replied that he wasn’t sure if they do. Councilman Turner said he thought they did.  City Manager Almond said the City hoped to salvage the wall, but he wasn’t sure because it was right on the property line. 
Mayor Pro Tem asked if this would be the last unforeseen cost we’ll find? The City Manager said they certainly hope so. He said you never know until you get above ground. He referenced the Wal-Green project, when everyone driving by saw the dirt being moved back and forth, back and forth until the building literally “sprung up out of the ground.” He said he felt that would be what would happen with Market Square. The building itself is pretty straightforward once they get out of the ground, he stressed. He added that there would be some plumbing but not a lot. He pointed out that there is also a contingency fund built in although not for anything of this size. Mayor Festerman noted that the bank across the street had run into the same sort of situation, finding bad soil, etc.
Councilman Henderson said the City has spent an excessive amount of money on Scales between Harrison and Morehead streets. He said he would like to get a breakdown of those costs.

Councilman Turner made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Zdanski, to appropriate $135,000 to compact the soil and get the site ready for completion using monies from the Greensboro water sales. The motion was approved 6-1 with Councilman Henderson voting in opposition.
The accompanying Budget Ordinance Amendment follows:

BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 1
     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on June 10, 2008 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2008-2009; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City's budget and the Farmers Market Capital Project to appropriate funds construction of the project;

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on June 10, 2008 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.   That revenue account number 41-3991-0000, Water Reserve - Appropriated Fund Balance, be increased by $135,000.00; that revenue account number 59-3988-1000, Transfer from the Water Reserve, be increased by $135,000.00.
Section 2. That expense account number 41-9810-4000, Transfer to the Farmers Market Capital Project, be increased by $135,000.00; that expense account number 59-4920-5800, Construction/Structures, be increased by $135,000.00.
This the 12th day of August, 2008.
                       /s/ _____________________                                        

                            James K. Festerman    

                            Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________                                   

   Angela G. Stadler, CMC

   City Clerk

CONSIDERATION OF A PROPOSED CONTRACT WITH ARCHITECT TOM MOREAU FOR THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE NEW CONCESSION STAND/PRESS BOX AT JAYCEE PARK. 
City Manager Almond asked that this item be delayed since Moreau had been unable to get him anything in writing. He said he would be meeting with the architect on Thursday. He said he will put the item on the Council’s September agenda if not at a special meeting before then.

CONSIDERATION OF BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS:
City Manager Almond distributed the ballots for the Board and Commission appointments.
The City Manager informed Council members that applicant Jeff Sykes has withdrawn his application, which is reflected on the ballot. He reminded Council that they should only be voting for two applicants for the Planning Board.

Issues with Unexpired Terms of Office.

City Manager Almond asked Council to discuss the appointments process. He stated that the City’s Code of Ordinances states, in several references to different boards and commissions, that when there is a vacancy, the Council will appoint someone to fill an unexpired term. He explained that creates a lot of problems. For example, today the Council was considering four applicants for the Human Relations Commission which could fill either a full term or an unexpired term of three or eight months. How do you decide which applicant gets which term, he asked. 

He said it could be handled one of two ways. Council can decide which person serves which term or the Council could change the Code to say when there is an unexpired term, the Council will appoint someone to serve a full term. He noted that sometimes there are occasions where someone applies, fills a three-month unexpired term and must apply again. Council could correct that, he said, by saying you’re appointing someone to a full three-year term, etc. Councilman Turner said it would be easier for staff to track. City Manager Almond noted that this problem had arisen on the Human Relations Commission several times over the last couple of years. He noted that originally, there were terms of different lengths to allow the terms to be staggered, but the HRC has naturally become staggered.
The City Manager said he would like to suggest that the Council change these unexpired terms to make them either full length terms or the remainder of the term, plus an additional term. In a brief discussion of the length of terms, City Clerk Stadler noted that the Planning Board has the longest term, five years.
It was decided that the City Attorney would work on some ordinance amendments dealing with board and commission appointments, which would be brought back to City Council at its next meeting.

City Clerk Stadler asked Council if the new policy would apply to the appointments made today? City Manager Almond said if the new amendments are made effective at next month’s meeting, the Council could make them retroactive for today’s appointments.

PUBLIC COMMENTS.
The Mayor asked if there was anyone who wished to speak at the Public Comments portion of the meeting? He asked them to keep their comments to three minutes.
Mr. Pass discusses demolition on Northeast Market Street.

Mr. George Pass of 368 Salem Church Road, Reidsville, approached Council to discuss the demolition of structures on his property on Northeast Market Street. He said he was not here to complain about the demolition itself but about the price as well as the removal of another structure on the property. He said he had been told by the building inspector and Mr. Pearce (Community Development Director) that another building adjacent to the property fell under the scope of the demolition. He described them as two separate properties encased in one fence. He questioned the $15,000 to demolish the house, especially with no asbestos removed. He said if asbestos was removed, he needed to see some paperwork on that. He called it “outrageous.” He questioned why the other building was loaded up and hauled off.
Councilman Rucker said Mr. Pass came to him about the situation. Mr. Pass asked if there was asbestos, why it wasn’t placed into bags and hauled off. The Councilman said he didn’t have an answer for him.
Mr. Pass asked what was running up the demolition price. He said he got a bill for $16,000 but without a breakdown of costs. City Manager Almond asked Mr. Pass if he had talked with anyone upstairs about this. He replied in the negative, saying he had come to the City Council. Mr. Pass said he did talk to Codes Inspector Tim Warner about the other building. Mr. Warner told him that the City had the authority to remove it. He said that all that was left standing was a satellite dish. He said the other building was part of a motorcycle shop. He said it is clearly 15 feet from the original line.
Mr. Pass mentioned the old house Dr. Smith owned. He asked if that was done for the same price? City Manager Almond informed him that the City did not tear down the Smith house. Councilman Rucker noted that the City takes bids and takes the lowest bid for demolitions.
City Manager Almond asked Mr. Pass if he could have torn down the building cheaper? Mr. Pass would not answer, saying that wasn’t what he was asking. Mr. Pass said he would have gotten the Fire Department to burn it down for training purposes. He asked why the City couldn’t give him a bill of what was done. He gave the City Manager his telephone numbers where he could be reached after it was looked into. Mr. Pass indicated he was most upset about the other building being taken. 
Councilman Henderson asked Mr. Pass about whether he was notified of the demolition. He said he wasn’t. He said he went by, and they had knocked down the house.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham asked if he was told that there was asbestos in it? Mr. Pass replied, no.  Mrs. Erva Pass, who had come forward, said they had been told there was no asbestos in the house. She said they had no notice it was going to be torn down. She said when the City had the meeting that Wednesday she was sick and couldn’t attend. She acknowledged that she had attended a meeting with the City Code Enforcement Officer, but she said it was her sister who called and told her when the City was actually tearing down the building.

Again, Mr. Pass reiterated that he was upset, not with the demolition itself, but that the City had not provided him with a breakdown of the costs and had taken another building down as part of the process.

The Mayor said Mr. Almond would be back in touch with them regarding these issues. Mr. Pass said he had already been told the City would look into it, but he had not received any response.

There was a brief discussion about whether Ms. Pass had attended the City Council meeting at the time the Ordinance to Demolish was being considered. She said she did not attend that meeting. City Manager Almond said, “but you knew about the meeting?” She said afterwards she learned they had made the motion to demolish it. The following Monday, the house was torn down and she had no notice, she said. After some discussion, Ms. Pass acknowledged that she knew the meeting was going on but she was too sick to attend.
Mr. Pass noted again that he was here today because of the price being charged and the outbuilding. He said he was not here to discuss why the City tore it down. He said his issue was that a building was improperly moved, and he wanted to know why he was charged $15,000 for the building to be torn down and the City brought in all this rock, metal, etc.

Mr. Pass said this had been bothering him for some time, and he mentioned it to Councilman Rucker last week. The Councilman advised him to attend Council meeting.

Mr. Pass also said that the building inspector’s attitude was not acceptable. He said they needed to talk to him about it.
Ms. Pass talked about the need for time to make payments. She outlined some of the problems she had been facing lately. She asked if the Council would “please, give me a break.”

City Attorney Bill McLeod reminded those in attendance that they are trying to stick to the three-minute time limit, but he noted it was hard to stop someone in mid-sentence.

Mr. Bobby Garland talks about crime in the City.

Mr. Bobby Garland of 209 Lenoir Drive, Eden, said he wanted to talk about crime in the City. He owns property at 203 Wentworth Street, Reidsville, near Hammer Mart. He talked about some of the problems experienced at his rental house, including kids going in to his house. He said he called police, and it was 25 minutes before they got there. He said he has to take his gun with him. He said when he pulled the gun out, within two minutes, he had a response time. He told police what had happened and this was an ongoing thing.
He talked of two large compressors on the property being torn up. He talked with police, who said they would investigate. He said it took a long time so he though they were getting fingerprints, etc., but they did nothing.

Mr. Garland also stated that senior citizens are afraid to report crimes for fear of reprisals. He said they need to do something about this assault of crime in Reidsville.

City Manager Almond asked Mr. Garland if he remembered the date when he called police, and it took them 25 minutes to respond. He said it was three to four years ago.
Mr. Holt discusses stormwater problem at 701 Carroll Street.

Mr. Harold Holt of 701 Carroll Street approached Council about a stormwater problem on his property and a problem with property across the street from him. He showed a picture of the drainage problem, which he left with Council. It was noted that the problem was coming from Branch Street. He also talked of the property across the street with activity there late at night. He left the pictures with the City Manager, who said he would look into it. 
Mr. Totten talks of the need for speed bumps in the Cambridge area.
Mr. Bobby Totten Sr. of 1603 Ballymena Drive, Reidsville, approached Council to discuss speeders in the Cambridge neighborhood. On behalf of his neighbors, he said the neighborhood wants speed bumps installed. He said they already have signs out there. He said they have young kids out there. Mr. Totten said they had two wrecks below Henry Evans’ house. Ballymena is the straightest stretch they’ve got, he explained, but they were concerned about the whole neighborhood. 

He said it seemed Reidsville had put them in the City limits and then forgotten about them. He talked of other locations in the City having caution lights, etc. “What about us?” he asked. He asked if it would take children to be killed before they’d get speed bumps. He said the speed bumps doesn’t cost that much. He said they had signs, but they need more than that. He talked of loud music, etc., but he noted that it doesn’t go on when the police ride through. He added that most of these offenders are not from Cambridge. 

He said his main issue was to focus on speed bumps. He noted that young people today have low riding cars, and he didn’t think they’d want them damaged on the speed bumps. Again, he asked if Cambridge had been forgotten.
Councilman Rucker said he had sat in a driveway and watched the traffic. He said those cars come down there 60-65 mph since it is such a straight stretch. He said they also do doughnuts out there as well. Mr. Totten said it was noted at their Community Watch meeting, there is no place you can park where the speeders can’t see you.

Mayor Festerman said the Council had adopted a policy of moratoriums on speed humps. However, he said there isn’t anything that says they can’t revisit that issue.
A brief discussion ensued about the difference between speed bumps vs. speed humps. The City Manager said that speed bumps are more jarring to vehicles than speed humps.

Councilman Rucker said the neighborhood needs help with the speeding.

Mr. Totten again expressed concerns about kids playing in the neighborhood in the summer. He asked what it was going to take. Mayor Festerman said the concerns of Cambridge have been heard, and they would ask Mr. Almond to develop some strategies to address those concerns. He thanked them for coming.
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT. 
ETJ Hearing scheduled.
Referring to the first item on his report, City Manager Almond noted that ETJ hearing requested by the County has been set for September 9th. He asked Council members if they wanted to have the hearing at 4:30 p.m. or 6:30 p.m. that night or on a separate night.
It was consensus of Council to hold the regular meeting at 4:30 p.m. on September 9, with the ETJ hearing set for 6:30 p.m. Mayor Festerman requested that a sign-up sheet be prepared for the hearing.

COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS.
Councilwoman Zdanski – The Councilwoman stated that she didn’t go to her commission meetings because they didn’t meet. She did attend several of the National Night Out meetings, which she described as very enjoyable. She thanked everyone who participated in them.
Councilman Rucker – The Council said he had no report, but he said the National Night Out events were another success. He said he’d like to see the people keep them up. He also noted that although he had missed the last couple of cruise ins, he planned to attend the next one.

Mayor Festerman – The Mayor said the National Night Out events were well attended. The weather cooperated as well, he noted.
The Mayor said Arby’s Restaurant would have its ribbon cutting at 10 a.m. Thursday. He stated that he had asked some of the children from the All-America City trip to attend. He invited others to attend, including Council members. He said they would be wearing their white AAC shirts.

Mayor Festerman said he had also visited with former Councilman Ed Brammer, who was recuperating at the Penn Center after suffering a broken hip. He said Brammer would be getting out shortly. Brammer sent everyone his best, the Mayor said.
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham – The Mayor Pro Tem said he had been unable to attend any of the Community Watch National Night Out meetings, but he understood everything had gone very well. He said he had attended a very unique ribbon cutting at Reidsville Florist, noting owner Bonnie Purgason had made remarks and Reid King’s son had cut the ribbon.

Councilman Gentry – The Councilman asked if they were ever going to put any flowers at Courtland Park. This led to a discussion of the wetlands construction going on at the park. City Manager Almond noted that if the Jordan Lake rules go through, cities will see more of these on every block. Councilman Gentry said he had heard there were flies down there. Councilwoman Zdanski said she had heard complaints about mosquitoes. The City Manager said the project is not functioning properly if there are mosquitoes. 

Councilman Turner – No report.

Councilman Henderson – The Councilman referenced the Arby’s ribbon cutting on Thursday and the Reidsville Florist ribbon cutting, which showed the new wine tasting area.

The Councilman said he attended four of the National Night Out events.

He concluded by noting that there was an attempted break-in of his home Sunday night.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS.
City Clerk Stadler then reported the following board and commission appointments (A COPY OF THE BALLOTS ARE HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES):
(A)
Appearance Commission – Tonya Woods of 2207 Westover Drive, Reidsville, was appointed to the Appearance Commission.
(B)
Planning Board – Jeannie Branch of 1517 Pearman Street, Reidsville, and Sam Phillips of 804 Russell Avenue, Reidsville, were appointed to the Planning Board.
(C)
Human Relations Commission – Dick Frohock of 1516 Clovercrest Drive, was appointed to the outside-City position. Anthony Galloway of 408 Maple Avenue, Reidsville; Carol D. Jones of 403 S. Branch St., Reidsville; and Daphne Roach of 902 Piedmont St., Reidsville were appointed to in-City positions.
Councilwoman Zdanski notes addition to her report.
The Councilwoman informed Council members that on the evening of August 14, the Historic Preservation Commission will be giving out four plaques for well-maintained homes of significance in historic district to the following property owners: Joe Davoli of 422 Piedmont Street; Clark & Susan Turner of 705 S. Main Street; Donna Van Ness of 709 S. Main Street; and Ed and Laura Felts of 716 S. Main Street.
Councilman Rucker commends Greer’s Recycling.

The Councilman complimented the cleaning up of the recycling center across the street.  He suggested a letter be written thanking the business. It was suggested that the letter should come from Mr. Pearce and the Community Appearance Commission.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham asks questions of citizens.

The Mayor Pro Tem said he’d like to ask a question of the property owner on Wentworth Street. He said he understands that Mr. Garland has problems with the police responding about four years ago? Mr. Garland responded in the affirmative, noting he had spoken with two officers and hadn’t heard anything back from them. The Mayor Pro Tem asked, “This is in Reidsville?” He said it was. The Mayor Pro Tem said he wanted clarification. Again, Mr. Garland indicated he had received no response back from police.

Councilman Gentry made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to adjourn at approximately 7:26 P.M.







________________________________________








James K. Festerman, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________

  Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk
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