MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD TUESDAY, JULY 8, 2008 AT 6:30 P.M.

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor James K. Festerman


Mayor Pro-Tem Donald L. Gorham


Councilman John H. Gentry


Councilman John Henderson 

Councilman George O. Rucker

Councilman Clark Turner


Councilwoman Joan Zdanski


                                                                         

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                      
NONE

CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                    
D. Kelly Almond, City Manager
                                                                                    Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk

William F. McLeod Jr., City Attorney
                                                                                   
Michael Pearce, Community Development Director



Harry L. Brown, Parks & Recreation Director



Donna Setliff, Assistant Community Development Director



David L. Bracken, Fire Chief

Mayor Festerman called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

The Mayor asked Fire Chief David Bracken to provide the invocation.

Mayor Festerman then led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF THE JUNE 10, 2008 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES AND THE JUNE 23, 2008 SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES. 
Councilman Turner made the motion, seconded by Councilman Gentry and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve the June 10, 2008 Regular Meeting minutes and the June 23, 2008 Special Meeting minutes.

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
CONSIDERATION OF AN APPLICATION REQUESTING A SPECIAL USE PERMIT MODIFICATION TO ALLOW THE CONSTRUCTION OF A BUILDING AT THE FREEWAY CROSSING SHOPPING CENTER, 1536 FREEWAY DRIVE, SPECIFICALLY ON A PORTION OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY TAX NUMBER 7994-15-53-3043 (SP2008-1). 
City Clerk Angela G. Stadler swore in Assistant Community Development Director Donna Setliff before the public hearing.

Setliff explained that before Council today was a Special Use Permit modification requested by Brian Freeman of Heat and Air Controllers for the Freeway Crossing Shopping Center, 1537 Freeway Drive. The property is owned by Alliance Commercial Properties, she said. This request would allow the applicant to install an 8’x24’ building to house a drive-through coffee shop. With this size building, the front of the lot will lose some parking spaces, she noted, approximately 11 parking spaces.
Setliff stated that this property received a Special Use Permit in 1995 to construct a shopping center. It has received several modifications for additions to the property over the years, she explained.

Setliff stated that Council can place conditions on the SUP to make sure that the project meets the intent of the City’s Zoning Ordinance. She said that City Council will need to find the four Findings of Fact in order to approve this. She added that staff had reviewed the request and looked at the site plan. She said that although the applicant had complied, staff was requesting three additional conditions as listed:

1. The building must meet all applicable Building, Handicap and Fire Codes.
2. All conditions of the previous Special Use Permits remain in force by this Permit.

3. That the applicant submits water and sewer line easements prior to the issuance of the Zoning Compliance Permit.

Setliff said that the Planning Board had unanimously recommended on each finding of fact.

Councilman Henderson asked if there would be any entry or exit onto Freeway Drive. Setliff replied in the affirmative, stating that the entry and exit would stay pretty much as it currently is. 

Mayor Festerman opened the public hearing at 6:34 p.m. by asking if there was anyone who wished to speak in support of or in opposition to the request. No one came forward, and the public hearing was closed at 6:35 p.m.
Since there was no discussion, the Mayor read the four Findings of Fact, which were voted on individually by Council members as follows:
(1) that the use will not materially endanger the public health or safety if located where proposed and developed according to the plan as submitted and approved; -- Council Vote 7-0
(2)
that the use meets all required conditions and specifications; -- Council Vote 7-0
(3)
that the use will not substantially injure the value of adjoining or abutting property, or that the use is a public necessity; and, -- Council Vote 7-0
(4) that the location and the character of the use if developed according to the plan as submitted and approved will be in harmony with the area in which it is to be located and in general conformity with the Comprehensive Plan for Reidsville and its environs. -- Council Vote 7-0
It was noted that a motion was needed to incorporate the three conditions into the SUP modification.

Councilwoman Zdanski made the motion, seconded by Councilman Turner and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to incorporate the three conditions.

The Special Use Permit as approved follows:

SPECIAL USE PERMIT

REIDSVILLE, N. C.

There is hereby granted to Alliance Commercial Properties a Special Use Permit in accordance with the Reidsville Zoning Ordinance, Article V, Section 3 of the Reidsville Zoning Ordinance.  This property is located at 1537 Freeway Drive, specifically Rockingham County Tax No. 7994-15-53-3043.

This permit is to allow the installation of an 8’ x 24’ pre-fab building with the following conditions:

1.      The use must meet all applicable Building, Handicap and Fire Codes.

2.       All conditions of the previous Special Use Permits remain in force by this Permit.

3.       That the applicant submits water and sewer line easements prior to the issuance of the Zoning Compliance Permit.
This Permit is granted to the person, firm, or corporation designated above, and for the purpose and under the conditions set forth above. The Special Use Permit will continue to remain valid following transfer of ownership of the property provided that circumstances and conditions remain as described at the time that the Permit is granted.  Violations of the conditions set forth will be cause for immediate termination of the Permit.

AUTHORIZED this ______ day of _________________,

2008, by the CITY COUCIL OF REIDSVILLE, N. C.

/s/_________________________________________________

CITY CLERK

ANGELA G. STADLER

CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSED REVISIONS TO LAKE REIDSVILLE’S RULES AND REGULATIONS. 
Before making the staff report, Parks & Recreation Director Harry Brown thanked the City Council and the City Manager for coming out this past Friday for the July 4th celebration at Lake Reidsville. He said it meant a lot to him and his staff to see them there. He also thanked City Clerk Angela Stadler and Penn House Coordinator Judy Yarbrough for their help on the event.
Brown then turned to the new proposed rules and regulations for Lake Reidsville. He thanked Assistant City Manager Terri Stamey and Interim Lake Supervisor Pender Grogan for their help on this project.
Brown said the only major changes in these regulations were that the season would be from March to March and that the season passes would be pro-rated if purchased after March. He stated that these changes had been recommended by users of Lake Reidsville.

The Parks & Recreation Director said he didn’t believe this change would have a tremendous positive impact on revenue, but staff would review it after a year. City Manager Almond noted that people usually don’t buy season passes in December.

Councilman Gentry referred to pages 3-4 where it states that children under the age of 13 don’t have to wear a life jacket if the boat is tied or anchored to the bank. The Councilman said he felt anytime these youth were on a boat, they should have a life jacket on.
Assistant City Manager Stamey came forward to address this issue. She said that staff would respect the desire of City Council. This was a late change made by Grogan after consulting with the Park Ranger. She said the regulation could be made more restrictive, to which Councilman Gentry said he thought it should be made more restrictive.

Mayor Festerman said it appeared all Council members were in agreement to strike the wording after “unless …..” Stamey said the rules could go back to the original age 10 if Council wanted to. City Manager Almond said the wording had been changed to “must wear” as opposed to “recommended” to wear.
Councilman Henderson asked what standards are on the equipment now? Stamey restated the standards, noting that the North Carolina boat safety regulations are the same as the Coast Guard. This is listed on page 3 of the regulations, she said.

On page 2, Number 7, Stamey suggested that it be changed to reflect the exception of professional fireworks sponsored by the City of Reidsville. There was also a brief discussion about the wording to signify the location for page 3, Number 1 under Boating. Mayor Festerman said staff should strike out “158” and just keep in the reference to the second bridge.
Mayor Festerman also noted that on page 4, Number 8, there should be some language to reflect the Park Ranger or his designee. Stamey said in the past, it had been stated “acting” Park Ranger.

City Manager Almond noted that Number 1 under the boating section is just a clarification. He said that pleasure boating has never been allowed past the point listed in the rules and regulations.
Councilman Turner then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve the Lake Reidsville rules and regulations with the suggested changes.
The rules and regulations for Lake Reidsville as approved follow:
CITY OF REIDSVILLE

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT

RULES AND REGULATIONS
(Adopted July 8, 2008)
Governing the Use of Lake Reidsville


The following rules and regulations shall govern the use of City property at Lake Reidsville for the purposes other than water supply.

GENERAL RULES

1. Alcoholic beverages are strictly prohibited.  There shall be no type of illegal drugs allowed on park property.

2. Swimming or wading in the lake is prohibited.

3. Activities will be permitted only during daylight hours (from sun-up to sun-down) Monday through Sunday.  The hours shall be posted by the Parks and Recreation Department.  The gate will be closed and locked at closing time.
4. All refuse shall be placed in designated containers.  Any party found to be guilty of littering the lake or park property will be fined and/or suspended from the lake for a period of ninety (90) days.
5. Vehicle parking is allowed in designated areas only.  No parking on grass.  Vehicles with boat trailers or buses must park in boat trailer spaces; single vehicles must be parked in car spaces.  A $10.00 fine shall be issued for improper parking with the exception of vehicles with a handicap placard for which violation may result in a fine and towing at owner’s expense.

6. Destruction or defacement of any City property, trees, or plants is strictly prohibited.

7. No hunting or possession of firearms is allowed except during duck hunting season.  No fireworks with the exception of professional fireworks demonstrations sponsored by the City of Reidsville.

8. Pets must be kept leashed at all times.

9. It shall be unlawful for any person to clean fish in an area not designated for that purpose.

10. No person or party shall sell or give away any item on park property unless permission is granted by the Lake Supervisor.

11. The City Manager shall have the authority to close the lake when it is determined that further activities would be detrimental to the City’s water supply.

12. No jet skis.

PERMITS

1. All activities at Lake Reidsville require an annual or daily permit issued by the park staff.  Fees for activities shall be determined by the Parks and Recreation Department.  Proof of identification and residency may be required at the time of purchase of all permits.  Individuals seeking a senior citizen or disability discount must have proof of age (62 years or older) or disability at the time of purchase.

2. Every permit issued shall be subject to revocation or cancellation if the holder violates any of the rules and regulations governing the use of the lake and its activities.

3. No permit shall be recognized when presented by one other than the person to whom it was issued.

4. The park is subject to be closed as designated for special activities by the Parks and Recreation Department.

SEASON PASSES
1.
Season passes are valid from March to March, or prorated based on date of purchase.  

2.  
The lake pass is valid only for the immediate family members, including unmarried dependent children, living in the same household.  Those family members over 16 years of age that will be using the season pass must be listed at the time the pass is purchased.  Each family member will be issued an annual lake permit card and this card must be in his/her possession when using the lake or park facility.
3.
The lake pass must be displayed in the vehicle’s front window and be inspected by gate attendant whenever visiting the lake or park facility.  All vehicles in the household will have their license plate numbers listed on the lake pass at the time of purchase.
4.
Two guests are permitted to accompany passholder for the purpose of boating, skiing, or fishing on that pass.  Permits are non-transferable.
5.
On designated duck hunting days, the passholder will not be allowed on park property until 1:00 p.m.  Days of hunting will be posted.

BOATING

1. Pleasure boating will be permitted in designated areas (from right of the boat docks to the second bridge).

2. All boats placed on lake must meet North Carolina boat safety regulations (one life jacket per person, one paddle, one throwable life saving device, horn or whistle, and fire extinguisher if applicable).
3. Children under the age of thirteen (13) years of age must wear life jackets at all times when on lake.

4. The minimum age of an operator of a boat shall be 16 years of age.

5. Reckless boating shall not be tolerated, and any offender shall be apprehended, removed from the lake, and subject to the full penalty of the law.

6. A “No Wake” speed limit shall be observed in dock area and under bridges.

7. All boats must be launched from boat ramps only.

8. All boats shall be under the complete jurisdiction and control of the Park Ranger or his designee.

9. All coolers and live wells are subject to inspection.
10. Boats shall not be overloaded.  Skiers shall be kept at least fifty (50) feet from the pier, dock and other obstructions.

11. The factory kill switch (automatic engine cut-off device, however denominated) on any boat manufactured therewith shall be attached to the person of the boat operator of the boat while in operation.

12. All boats shall be out of the park at the posted closing time.

FISHING

1. Fishing from boats will be permitted on any part of the lake except areas designated as restricted by the Parks and Recreation Department.  Bank fishing will be allowed in those areas designated by the State Health Department.

2. All rules and regulations governing Lake Reidsville for boating shall be observed.

3. There shall be no fishing allowed within 50 yards of the water intake at the City’s water pumping station.

4. Maximum number of fish that may be taken in one day shall not be more than 5 bass.  There is no limit on crappie, bream, etc…however, we urge all fishermen to use good sportsmanship in regards to the number taken.

5. Minimum length of bass shall be 14 inches.  Two may be under 14.

6. Fish may be taken with rod, line and hooks baited with natural bait or ties with artificial flies, spoons, plugs or artificial minnows.  The use of Baltimore minnows and gold fish shall not be permitted.
7. All fishermen must have a valid North Carolina state/county fishing license.

SKIING

1. All rules and regulations for boating shall be observed.

2. Skiing will be permitted only in designated area (from right of the boat docks to the first (McCoy) bridge).

3. No reckless skiing, boating, kneeboarding, or tubing will be tolerated.  Stunts, racing, horseback riding and jet skiing is forbidden.  Violation of this rule will be followed by a uniform citation and 90 days suspension.

4. Observe buoys and keep at least 50 feet from pier, docks, other boats and all other obstructions.
5. All boats placed on the lake for towing skiers are required to have a ski mirror or a look-out on the boat at all times.  Both are recommended.
6. Pleasure boating and skiing shall be done parallel to the shoreline in a counter clock-wise manner.  When dropping skiers, keep clear of the docks and continue to circle, pulling in towlines as quickly as possible.
7. A Lake Reidsville orange ski wristband must be displayed at all times during ski activity.
Violation of pleasure boating and skiing rules could result in a $100 fine and a 90 day suspension from the lake.

DUCK HUNTING

1. Duck hunting shall be permitted only from assigned blinds.

2. State and Federal regulations shall govern duck hunting.

3. All hunters must be off the lake by 12:00 noon.

4. During duck hunting season, the lake shall be closed to all other activities during the days specified for duck hunting.

5. Days of hunting shall be assigned by the Parks and Recreation Department and shall be subject to weather conditions.

6. Season passes do not cover the fees for duck hunting.

SHELTER USAGE

1. Reservations may be made by mail, over the phone, or at the park office.  Payment is due at the time reservations are made.
2. There are no refunds on reservations.  Upon cancellation with at least 72 hours’ notice, another date may be substituted if available.

3. The shelter user must vacate shelter when rental time is up unless otherwise approved by Lake Supervisor.

4. No loud or unreasonable disturbing noise, such as amplified music is allowed unless approved by the Lake Supervisor at time of rental.

5. Those using and reserving shelters are responsible for clean-up and care of area.  Please leave it clean.  Failure to do so may result in forfeiting the right to reserve a shelter in the future.

6. Those who reserve shelters are required to show proof of identification and/or residency and are subject to all park fees with the exception of gate entry fee for the person renting the facility.  All guests are subject to all park fees including gate entry, fishing, etc.

7. Shelters that are reserved must be vacated when reserving party arrives.

8. Persons making reservations shall be responsible for actions of all other guests.  Any behavior deemed disturbing will result in being asked to leave and possible suspension.

9. No tacks, nails or other foreign materials may be attached to the shelter without approval of the Lake Supervisor.

10. No motorized vehicles will be allowed by the shelters unless permission is granted by the Lake Supervisor or Park Ranger.

CAMPING


The camping area has been established for the convenience and pleasure of the vacationer for overnight camping use.  It is not maintained as a place for permanent or semi-permanent residence, as a base for operation of a business, or a facility for non-camper convenience.  The use of camping sites, bathhouses, electrical services, tables, etc. that are designated for the use of registered campers will be restricted for the use of those campers and their guests.

1. Camping will be permitted only in designated campsites or in group camping areas.  Camping is prohibited in all other areas of the park.

Group areas may only be used by qualified groups.  The primitive group camping area is intended for the use by adult supervised, youth oriented groups or clubs that operate on a non-profit basis.  Reservations must be made in advance by forwarding a letter to the Lake Supervisor indicating the nature of the group, the number of participants, the number of supervising adults, and the dates and times of the reservation.  Based on this letter, the Lake Supervisor will determine whether or not the applying group fulfills the requirements.  There is no charge for this facility.

2. A camp shall be considered to mean a single family occupying one site, or a single group occupying one site.

A.  A single family may consist of:

1.
Husband and wife.

2.
Father and/or mothers and unmarried children.  Single in-laws or other single relatives may be considered as part of the family.


B.  A single group may consist of:



1.
Any group of people occupying one camp shelter



2.
A boy scout or girl scout troop or similar youth organization using any number of shelters.

C.   If more than one camp shelter is required by two couples even though members of the same family, for example, mother and father with married son or daughter and spouse, they will be considered as separate camps and shall occupy separate camp sites.

D.
No more than one single family or single group may occupy one camp site.  A single group of such size that it cannot comfortably occupy one site will be required to use as many as is necessary.  A separate permit will be required for each site so occupied.


E.   In no case will two or more house trailers be considered as a single camp.

F.
A boat used for sleeping purposes will be considered a camp and will be anchored in the water area designated by the supervisor or be parked in a camp site.

3. Every camp will be registered at the time it is established or as soon as possible thereafter.

A. The senior responsible person of the party must register.  The camp must be occupied by the registration party for the duration of the permit.

B. Campers without reservations should immediately go to the camp store and register for a site.
C. Lake personnel have the authority to assign sites.

D. The full amount of the camping fee shall be collected at the time the permit is issued.  Personal checks or credit/debit cards will be accepted.
4. No camping equipment shall be placed on any campground site while that site is occupied by another camping party.

5. The towing of trailers into and out of the area by commercial moving vehicles is prohibited.
6. Visitors to campsites must pay the applicable gate entry fee.
7. No more than two vehicles will be allowed to a camp.  All others must park in either one of the parking lots located throughout the park.

8. The park gate will be closed and locked at designated closing time of park.
9. “Quiet time” begins at 11:00 p.m. and should be observed by all campers.  Radios, televisions, and all other noise shall be kept to a minimum.  All visitors must be out of the park at this time.

10. Fires are to be built in designated areas only and are to be attended at all times.  When leaving the site, be sure fires are completely extinguished.

11. Pets may not be left outside unattended at any time.
12. Only campers may boat fish at night.  Gasoline powered motors are permitted after dusk, but a maximum speed of 20 m.p.h. will be strictly enforced.  Adequate lighting is required on all boats.
13. Refunds:

A. Refund of camping fee will be made for unused time only and at the sole discretion of the Lake Supervisor.
B. To receive a refund, the camper must fill out and sign a refund request form and attach the camper’s copy of the camping permit.

C. No refund of camping fees will be made if a camper is evicted from the area as a result of infraction of park rules and regulations or this camping policy.  Any unused fees will be forfeited.

14. Check out time is 3:00 p.m. unless arrangements are made prior to 11:00 a.m.  All personally owned camping equipment shall be removed from the campground at the time the camper leaves.

- End of Rules & Regulations –
New Lake Supervisor introduced.

Brown then introduced Mr. Chad Merritt, the new Lake Supervisor at Lake Reidsville. Merritt comes to the City from Greensboro Parks & Recreation, where he was an activities specialist for three lakes in Greensboro, Brown explained. This is 

Chad’s first full week of work, and he was “baptized by fire” with the July 4th celebration, Brown noted. Mayor Festerman welcomed Merritt on behalf of the Council. Merritt then made a few brief remarks. He described Lake Reidsville as a “great facility” even compared to those in larger cities.
Councilman Rucker told staff to thank the volunteers, including Police Chief Hunt, for getting people in and out so quickly during the July 4th celebration. Councilman Gentry agreed. The City Manager said he believed the celebration had seen a record number of cars. It was noted that about 100 cars had to be turned away. Brown stressed that more events are planned as Lake Reidsville celebrates its 25th anniversary this year. Councilwoman Zdanski noted that those who attended the Antique Treasure Trove were very appreciative of it and would like for the City to do it again.
CONSIDERATION OF A RECOMMENDATION BY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT STAFF TO DEMOLISH 2304 LEMAR DRIVE. 
In making the staff report, Community Development Director Michael Pearce said his department had received numerous complaints about 2304 Lemar Drive. Codes Inspector Tim Warner had inspected the structure and found violations of the Minimum Housing Code, Pearce noted.

Pearce explained that the owner is Eddie W. Fearington, listed as living at the address, who has been in and out of the nursing home after suffering a stroke. No one currently lives at the house. Fearington has never been given a Certificate of Occupancy for this building, Pearce said.

The Community Development Director said this situation is different than most of those he brings before Council. This house is new construction. The owner received a building permit on October 11, 2001, and had made some progress, doing most of the construction himself. Staff had received lots of complaints from neighbors about the slowness of construction, but tonight the problem is that the construction has come to a halt. It is believed to have stopped after Mr. Fearington suffered a stroke, Pearce said. He noted that any building, no matter its age, will run into problems if it’s not kept up. When it runs into problems, it can become a safety issue, Pearce noted. He noted that one wall of the structure is failing.
Pearce explained that Warner conducted an inspection of the house on January 8, 2008. A hearing was held on March 28, which the owner attended with a friend. An Order of the Code Enforcement Officer was received by Mr. Fearington on April 2, 2008, which gave him 90 days to demolish the building. That Order, which expired on June 30, required demolition because the estimated cost of repairs ($50,000+) exceeded 50% of the value of the building ($42,796.00). A follow-up inspection was done on July 1, which found the building to still be in dilapidated condition. Property taxes in the amount of $3,672.04 have not been paid on the property since 2004, Pearce added. Pearce said Warner is available to answer any questions.
The Mayor asked staff how they arrive at the value of a building? Pearce explained that they estimate the value of the construction up to this point.

Councilwoman Zdanski asked if there were any lien holders on the property? Pearce said no, adding that the water has also been shut off to the building.
Councilman Gentry noted that from the pictures, it looks as though someone had been sleeping there. Pearce agreed, but said the owner had told them he had been “resting” there but not sleeping there.
Councilwoman Zdanski asked what is the history in this county for getting a property for the unpaid property tax value? There was a brief discussion about this, but it was stated that the City usually let the County take the lead on that. It is still not a clear deed, it was noted. City Attorney McLeod said he doesn’t know what the policies and procedures are, but it was decided he would find out and report back.
Councilman Rucker asked if the house could be gutted and redone on the inside? Warner said that nothing is impossible in construction. He noted that if you have enough money, anything can be corrected, even in a building with structural concerns. He noted that these problems couldn’t be fixed for the money listed on estimated cost of repairs. Warner said he always quotes a low price. He said it would take a lot of work, including a structural engineer would need to come in and design it. He noted that construction had stopped at a critical time before the building had been weatherproofed. He stated that around the roof area and elsewhere, the floors are buckling, there is moisture damage, mold and mildew. Leaves had been left on the roof, causing damage, etc. Warner said it would take a lot of money to fix, adding that this was the toughest call he’s ever had to make while with the City of Reidsville.
Councilman Rucker asked if staff could look into the City getting the house and donating it to Habitat for Humanity? The City Attorney replied in the negative due to the transfer of ownership issues, etc. Councilman Rucker said he hated to see the house demolished. The Mayor noted that he had read that the foundation wall had buckled the length of the house. Warner explained how it would have to be corrected. The Mayor stressed that a lot of neighbors on Lemar Drive had complained about the house and there appeared to be no end date to complete the project. They had also received nuisance complaints about an overgrown yard. The grass had been cut recently, it was noted.
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham said that, to make a long story short, it is best to take it down.
The Mayor asked if the owner had any recourse? Pearce said he could only go for an injunction and take the issue to court. The Community Development Director said the City has gone through the legal process. He added that the owner had been told about the appeal process to the Board of Adjustment
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham said it “sounds like our hands are tied.”
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to demolish 2304 Lemar Drive.
The Ordinance as approved follows:
O R D I N A N C E

  BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED:

  WHEREAS, on the 28th day of March, 2008 at 10:00 a.m., the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina conducted a hearing on violations of Chapter 4, Article II, Housing Code, Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4.26, for the property located at 2304 Lemar Drive, Reidsville, North Carolina Tax Map No. 8903-06-28-6704.  The Complaint and Notice of Hearing was served on the owner by certified mail, on March 11, 2008.  Said owner being Eddie W. Fearington. 

Whereas, Mr. Fearington attended the hearing, and whereas a copy of the Order of the Code Enforcement Inspector was received by the owner on April 2, 2008.  The Order allowed said owners to demolish and remove the above structure on or before June 30, 2008, and whereas there has been insufficient compliance with said Order in that said structure has not been demolished or removed, and remains dilapidated and unfit for human habitation, and constitutes a public health, safety, and fire hazard;

NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to the Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4-29 (c), the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina is hereby ordered to cause the above structure located at 2304 Lemar Drive, Reidsville, North Carolina, to be demolished and removed, in pending demolition and removal to be placarded said structure as provided by N.C.G. S. 160A443 and Section 4-29 (b) of the Reidsville Code of Ordinances.


This is the 8th day of July, 2008.

/s/_____________________________________

   James K. Festerman, Mayor, 

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________________________

   Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk

Update on the “Monkey House.”

Saying he’d like to vary from the agenda, City Manager Almond said he has been getting more and more questions about the status of the house across the street (at the corner of Main and Morehead streets), known as the “Monkey House.” The City Manager asked Pearce for an update.

Pearce said the owners keep changing the direction of the project, getting new zoning compliance three or four times for different uses, the latest of which was an adult daycare. The City Manager asked if the owners are still working on the project? Codes Inspector Warner said the last thing done was when the deck was put on it. It was noted that the owner is not a resident of the home and that at least three times, the occupancy type has been changed. Warner said he didn’t know how much further they can go with it. Pearce said they keep maintaining the building. He said not a lot can be done unless it becomes a public safety hazard, but it is still not at that point.

City Manager Almond noted that this was a case of a property that was condemnable. The City couldn’t demolish it, but it could order it boarded up for six months or so. Pearce said the City would have to go through the hearing process again. That would take about 90 days before it could come before Council to be boarded up. Six months later if no other work is done, staff can come back and ask for the building to be demolished. Pearce noted that it could be a year and half before it could be resolved.
Councilman Rucker noted that the City had given the first guy a lot of time to get it fixed. It was noted that he did fix some of the problems. City Manager Almond stated that’s the risk when you give people extra time. He said he had gotten a lot of calls about it recently. He encouraged staff to let the owners know that the City is getting pretty impatient.

There was a brief discussion by Setliff regarding the occupancy type and the changes that have been gone through by the current owners. Mayor Festerman asked how long since work has been done? Staff said they didn’t know, but it has been months.

Pearce recognized for Rotarian honor.

Before Pearce sat down, it was noted that the Community Development Director had been named the “Reidsville Rotarian of the Year.”

PUBLIC COMMENTS.
Use of Market Street building for storage questioned.

Ms. Patti Lemberger of 810 Lawndale Drive, Apt. E104, approached Council and asked if there were any code or regulations governing the use and aesthetic value of property on Market Street? Mayor Festerman responded there are regulations regarding use but not aesthetics and asked Ms. Lemberger what property she was referring to. She explained that the property is on Market across from the Back Street Buzz and is being used for storage. She said that didn’t seem right to her. It was questioned whether the building could be used for storage. City Manager Almond said he’d like to see that area built up and not just used for storage.
Centralized payment center and recycling center discussed.

Ms. Delores Jones of 732 Amos Street discussed with Council several concerns. First, she questioned whether the Council could give any consideration to a centralized location for payment of utilities, fees, etc. Secondly, she asked about the availability of curbside pickup of recyclables.

Mayor Festerman explained that the Council can’t mandate payment of telephone and other utility bills by businesses. It just doesn’t have that kind of authority, he said.

Regarding recycling, he said staff had looked into that. City Manager Almond stated that he had been looking into this issue but was finding it to be very cost prohibitive. He explained that there just aren’t the markets out there for recyclables, and for cities, it is just another cost. He talked of the affordability issues of adding another driver and truck to the Public Works Department. He said he was continuing to look into it, and that the City does get a lot of inquiries about it.
Use of recycling center on Saturdays suggested.

Ms. Sharon Simpson of 2212 Olive Drive said her issue is that she wants to recycle but she lives in Greensboro. By the time she gets home, the City’s recycling center is closed. She was informed that the recycling center is open on Saturday mornings, which Ms. Simpson didn’t know.

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT. 
The City Manager referred to several items on his written report. (A COPY OF THE CITY MANAGER’S REPORT IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)

Mr. Kones’ Ribbon Cutting.

City Manager Almond referred to Item No. 3 on his report, stating that the ribbon cutting for Mr. Kones will be held at 1 p.m. on July 17.

Crosswalks noted.
Regarding Item No. 4 regarding the intersection at Mr. Kones, staff continues to look at additional markings for the crosswalk and better signage, he said. Several possibilities are being considered, including the textured crosswalks like those in Greensboro. He said they realize there is a problem at the intersection, but they are working to make it safer.

All-America City Resolutions.

It was noted that the Town of Wentworth and the City of Eden had both issued certificates recognizing Reidsville being named an All-America City. (A COPY OF THE TWO RESOLUTIONS ARE HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)

NC Rural Center Grant for Downtown.
The City Manager announced that the City had received a $200,000 grant from the North Carolina Rural Center for its downtown efforts. Staff had asked for more than that, but the Rural Center hasn’t told them what it will allow the City to use the funds for, the City Manager explained. Mayor Festerman and City Manager Almond both recognized Representative Nelson Cole’s efforts to help the City secure this grant.
Directional Signs.

Referring to Item No 10, City Manager Almond stated that NCDOT has told them that they can’t have any more directional signs on State-maintained roadways. He suggested a letter from Council might be appropriate. He said he would like the letter to cover all three items he listed in his memo. He gave Council members a brief history of why Reidsville was taken off the exit where South Scales Street crosses US 29, primarily attempting to lessen traffic on South Scales.

Councilman Turner made the motion, seconded by Councilman Gentry and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to authorize the Mayor to write a letter making that request.

ETJ authority.

As stated in Item No. 11, City Manager Almond asked Council members if they are still interested in holding a public hearing for those people in the proposed ETJ extension area. He noted that the City of Eden pretty much had an acrimonious public hearing. He said it would be hard to get the notices out in time for the August meeting.

The City Manager stressed that the City only wants building code authority in the ETJ area to protect the City’s watershed, which is its primary concern. Mayor Pro Tem Gorham asked whether it couldn’t be explained to them. Unfortunately, most people see it as a precursor to annexation, City Manager Almond noted. He added that this request is not meant to offend the County, but they have a big area to cover. They just can’t look after the entire county with the same amount of inspectors as the City does. Councilman Gentry said if the City is going to make the request, it needs to go ahead and do it.
It was the consensus of Council that the public hearing would be held at the September meeting.

Dates of two Council meetings moved.
It was noted that there was the need to move the dates of the October and November Council meetings. Part of the reasoning was the NCLM conference to be held in Charlotte, which several Council members were planning to attend, especially since it is NCLM’s 100th anniversary.

It was the consensus of Council to move the October meeting back a day to Wednesday, October 15, and to move the November meeting forward a week to Tuesday, November 4.

COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS.
Councilman Henderson – The Councilman said the Human Relations Commission did meet, and its minutes are in the agenda packets. He noted that the Chamber of Commerce is planning an All-America City ice cream social and hot dog supper for July 10.

“The Councilman also expressed concern about a letter he received because it indicated the City could possibly face legal action. He asked if the Council had discussed this at any time? He said that the contents of the letter from the NAACP referenced a swimming pool and also possible litigation against the City. Again, he asked if this had been discussed? The Mayor replied that he didn’t think so, that he had received a letter, but it had not been discussed. The Councilman asked the City Manager if he had received a letter? He replied “no sir.” The Councilman again expressed concern since the letter implied litigation. The Councilman said he was asking if it had been discussed? The Mayor said no, it hadn’t.”
Councilman Turner – The Councilman, noting that it is much easier to drive in Rockingham County than some places, had no other report to make.
Councilman Gentry – The Councilman complimented the Parks & Recreation Department for the July 4th celebration, which took a lot of extra time and work. He said everybody there enjoyed it, and it spotlighted the City’s beautiful lake.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham – The Mayor Pro Tem said he hated that he was unable to attend the July 4th celebration, but he had a prior family commitment. He said he had heard a lot of good things about it, and he hated that he missed the fireworks.

The Mayor Pro Tem said he would like to see Jerome Simpson, a second round draft pick to the Cincinnati Bengals, recognized. He pointed out that Na Brown had received a key to the city, and he’d like to see Simpson’s accomplishments recognized.
He concluded by saying that the Planning Board had met last month, and those items were discussed tonight.
Mayor Festerman said he also shared pride in Mr. Simpson’s accomplishments, noting Simpson had also been a football standout at Coastal Carolina University.

Councilman Rucker – No report.
Councilwoman Zdanski – The Councilwoman said she had attended the Historic Preservation Commission meeting and a draft of those meeting minutes is in the agenda packet. Among the highlights of those minutes are some damages at the Governor Reid House, four properties that have been identified for bronze plaques (Ed & Laura Felts, Clark & Susan Turner, Donna Van Ness and Joe Davoli). There will be a special meeting to award those plaques, she explained.

The Reidsville Appearance Commission met on June 26, which included discussion of the speakers’ bureau and the welcoming of new member, Keith Burnell. Councilwoman Zdanski stated that Community Development Director Michael Pearce has offered a challenge to this group to look for some properties owned by the City that could be beautified.

She concluded by saying she really enjoyed the July 4th celebration at Lake Reidsville.
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham offered his regrets that he would be unable to attend the Chamber’s ice cream social.
Mayor Festerman – The Mayor said he continues to receive acknowledgements about the City winning the All-America City designation. He read a card from the Mayor of Kernersville. (A COPY OF THE NOTE IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)

The Mayor noted that several cities have offered their congratulations. He asked other Council members to join him on Monday, July 21, when he will accept a proclamation from the County Commissioners at their meeting beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Councilwoman Zdanski noted that Eden Mayor John Grogan couldn’t wait at the Rockingham County Partnership board meeting to commend Reidsville for the honor. It was noted that the Council of Governments had honored the City as well.
CONSIDERATION OF A CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS PROPERTY ACQUISITION UNDER G.S. 143-318.11 (A)(5).
Councilman Henderson made the motion, seconded by Councilman Gentry and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to go into closed session under G.S. 143-318.11(a)(5).
RETURN FROM CLOSED SESSION.

Upon return to open session, Mayor Pro Tem Gorham made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Zdanski and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to adjourn at approximately 8:10 p.m.





_________________________________________







James K. Festerman, Mayor
ATTEST:

_______________________________

  Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk
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