MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING
OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23, 2008 AT 10:00 A.M.


FIRST-FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor James K. Festerman


Mayor Pro-Tem Donald L. Gorham


Councilman John H. Gentry


Councilman John Henderson 

Councilman George O. Rucker

Councilwoman Joan Zdanski


                                                                         

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                      
Councilman Turner
CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                    
Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk
                                                                                    
Mayor Festerman convened the meeting at approximately 10 a.m. in the first-floor conference room.
He noted that the only item on the agenda is a Resolution of Support for the quarter-cent sales tax, which would go to the construction of educational facilities. The Mayor explained that the resolution before them is drafted from the resolution made by the Rockingham County Commissioners and approved by other municipalities in the County.

Mayor Festerman said that, with Council’s agreement, if the resolution is approved, he would ask the City Clerk to draft a press release to be sent to local media. Council members agreed.

The Mayor also noted that Councilman Turner is absent because he is out of town.

Mayor Festerman then asked the Mayor Pro Tem, as an advocate for the schools, to make any comments. Mayor Pro Tem Gorham reported on the recent meeting of the Rockingham County Board of Education and the County Commissioners. He stressed that without this sales tax, there will be no $60 million for improvements to these priority schools. 

The Mayor Pro Tem said it is essential and vital that the City Council supports this quarter-cent sales tax to ensure that all four schools, including Reidsville High School, get needed capital improvements. He said he graduated from RHS in 1971 when it was a “temporary” high school. He said he’d hate to be in that building if severe weather were to hit. He said that the other schools listed as priorities are roach and rat infested, but they are in better shape than the main building at Reidsville High School.

The four schools cited for improvements are Douglass Elementary, Draper Elementary, Stoneville Elementary and RHS.

Council members discussed how school board members and County Commissioners appeared to have changed their minds and put Reidsville High School higher on the priority list. Councilwoman Zdanski said that had helped get the school moved up from the original construction date of 2020.

Councilman Gentry expressed concerns over a newspaper article that indicated no decisions would be made until after the new school board was elected. Mayor Festerman said he had checked into that and he believed the newspaper headline was misleading. He said he believed the term “election” referred to the sales tax referendum. Mayor Pro Tem Gorham said it may have been confusing because on the night of the meeting, about “999” motions were made.
Mayor Festerman thanked the City Council members for their efforts on this issue. He also recognized the efforts of Reidsville citizens to change the minds of the school board members and County Commissioners so that they saw RHS as a priority need.

Council members debated whether the Resolution of Support should include the top four priority schools. It was decided that cause could be championed at a later date, but that this resolution should focus on the need for the sales tax proceeds to go to school construction. The Mayor said the important thing here was to endorse the quarter-cent sales tax and take the other fight “down the road” if necessary.

Mayor Festerman said the turning of the tide in favor of RHS has demonstrated how the local community brings with it a lot of resources.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve the resolution.

The resolution as approved follows:

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF DEDICATION OF A 

QUARTER-CENT LOCAL OPTION SALES TAX PROCEEDS
EXCLUSIVELY FOR EDUCATIONAL 

CAPITAL NEEDS IN ROCKINGHAM COUNTY

WHEREAS, the quality of educational facilities within Rockingham County plays a vital role in creating strong learning environments that will have a direct bearing on the present and future educational achievements of our students; and,
WHEREAS, the quality of facilities, as well as school curriculum, is a primary factor in economic development and recruitment efforts; and,
WHEREAS, the continued economic future of Rockingham County is predicated on strong public schools and a viable community college; and, 
WHEREAS, new school and community college facilities are needed to meet current and future enrollment and current facilities are in need of renovation and repair; and,
WHEREAS, the Rockingham County Schools and Rockingham Community College have identified millions of dollars in unmet capital needs; and,
WHEREAS, in order to adequately address both the immediate and future facility needs of both Pre K-12 and community college students, existing financial resources are inadequate and it is necessary that a new dedicated revenue stream be created; and,
WHEREAS, the implementation of a quarter-cent local option sales tax is anticipated to generate $1.67 million in revenue per year in Rockingham County, which would be the equivalent of three cents of property tax revenue; and,
WHEREAS, an additional quarter-cent sales tax would represent an additional 25 cents on each $100 purchase of eligible items purchased by citizens and visitors in Rockingham County and would set the sales tax rate at seven cents per dollar as previously collected throughout North Carolina for a number of years; and,
WHEREAS, the North Carolina General Assembly has authorized counties to place a voter referendum before the citizens to consider a quarter-cent local option sales tax to meet educational capital and other needs and a number of counties have already approved or currently are considering such optional sales tax; and,
WHEREAS, the Rockingham County Board of Commissioners has directed that Board of Elections staff place the quarter-cent optional sales tax as a referendum question on the ballot for consideration by Rockingham County voters on Tuesday, May 6, 2008 and has expressed its intent that upon passage of such a referendum, it will dedicate the proceeds of the quarter-cent local option sales tax for the exclusive use of addressing education-related capital needs in Rockingham County;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Reidsville City Council supports the exclusive use of the proposed quarter-cent local option sales tax to address education-related capital needs in Rockingham County.

This the 23rd day of April, 2008.

/s/__________________________________________





    James K. Festerman, Mayor





    City of Reidsville

ATTEST:

/s/_________________________

    Angela G. Stadler, CMC

    City Clerk
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham made the motion, seconded by Councilman Gentry and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to adjourn at approximately 10:30 a.m.





_________________________________________







James K. Festerman, Mayor

ATTEST:

__________________________________

   Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk
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