MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2009 AT 6:30 P.M.

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor Pro-Tem Donald L. Gorham


Councilman John H. Gentry


Councilman John Henderson


Councilman George O. Rucker

Councilman Clark Turner


Councilwoman Joan Zdanski


                                                                         

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                      
Mayor James K. Festerman

CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                    
D. Kelly Almond, City Manager
                                                                                    Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk

William F. McLeod Jr., City Attorney

Donna Setliff, Assistant Community Development Director

Michael Pearce, Community Development Director

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham called the meeting to order. He noted the absence of Mayor Festerman due  to the death of his sister-in-law. The Mayor Pro Tem asked those in attendance to think of the Mayor and his family in their prayers.

The Mayor Pro Tem recognized Elder Mary E. Jackson, Pastor of Jerusalem United Holy Church, who provided the invocation.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham then led in the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham asked if any Council members wanted any items pulled from the Consent Agenda for further discussion? None were offered.

Councilman Turner then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve the Consent Agenda.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 - APPROVAL OF THE MARCH 10, 2009 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES, THE MARCH 30, 2009 SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES AND THE APRIL 3, 2009 BUDGET WORK SESSION MINUTES.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 6-0 vote, the Council unanimously approved the March 10, 2009 Regular Meeting Minutes, the March 30, 2009 Special Meeting Minutes and the April 3, 2009 Budget Work Session Minutes.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 - APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION DECLARING COST AND ORDERING PREPARATION OF PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT ROLL, AND SETTING THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2009, AT 6:30 P.M. FOR A SEWER LINE ON GROOMS ROAD, BEGINNING AT AN EXISTING MANHOLE LOCATED AT THE WESTERN EDGE OF PARCEL #8913-06-39-9091, EASTWARD ALONG GROOMS TO THE APPROXIMATE EASTERN EDGE OF PARCEL #8913-06-49-1003. (SP-08-01)

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 6-0 vote, the Council approved the following Resolution:
RESOLUTION DECLARING COST AND ORDERING PREPARATION OF PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT ROLL, AND SETTING TIME AND PLACE FOR PUBLIC HEARING ON PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT ROLL

SP-08-01


WHEREAS, the sewer system of the City of Reidsville was extended by constructing an 8-inch sewer line and manhole beginning at an existing manhole located at the western edge of Parcel #8913-06-39-9091, henceforth eastward along Grooms Road to the approximate eastern edge of Parcel #8913-06-49-1003 after being ordered by Resolution of the Reidsville City Council duly passed on the 15th day of October, 2008, and has been completed in accordance therewith; and


WHEREAS, the total cost of the project has been computed;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Reidsville City Council that:

1. The assessment rate set when the project was undertaken is hereby declared to be $11.00 per front foot.

2. The City Clerk is hereby directed to prepare a Preliminary Assessment Roll showing the individual assessments upon the benefited properties.

3. The City Clerk is hereby directed to make available during regular office hours, in her office, the Preliminary Assessment Roll for public inspection from this day through the 12th day of May, 2009.

4. The Reidsville City Council will hold a public hearing at 6:30 p.m. on the 12th day of May, 2009, at City Council Chambers, 230 W. Morehead Street, Reidsville, for the purpose of hearing all interested persons.

5. The City Clerk is hereby directed to publish the required notice of the public hearing and, no later than 10 days before the public hearing, to mail by first-class mail copies of the notice to the owners of real property listed on the Preliminary Assessment Roll.

Adopted this 14th day of April, 2009.








/s/____________________________








           James K. Festerman









           Mayor

ATTESTED:

/s/___________________________________

       Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 - APPROVAL OF AN AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION WHICH ALLOWS THE CITY OF REIDSVILLE TO CONTINUE WITH THE PROCESS OF REQUESTING STIMULUS MONEY FROM NORTH CAROLINA’S CLEAN WATER STATE REVOLVING FUND PROGRAM.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 6-0 vote, the Council approved an Authorizing Resolution that allows the City to continue the process of requesting stimulus money from the State’s Clean Water Revolving Fund Program. (A COPY OF THE RESOLUTION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 4 - APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ADVERTISEMENT FOR SEALED BID FOR THE SALE OF CERTAIN PROPERTY.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 6-0 vote, the Council approved the following Resolution:
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ADVERTISEMENT

FOR SEALED BID FOR THE SALE OF CERTAIN PROPERTY
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Reidsville desires to dispose of certain surplus property of the City;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council that:

1. The following described property is hereby declared to be surplus to the needs of the City:

(1) 1993 Ford Crown Victoria – Unit #297 – Model #2FACP71W6PX130130 – Police
(2) 1994 Ford Crown Victoria  – Unit #336 – Model #2FALP71W1RX143127 – Police 

(3) 1999 Ford Crown Victoria – Unit #356 - Model #2FAFP71W4XX178030 – Police

(4) 2003 Ford Crown Victoria – Unit #397 - Model #2FAFP71W03X139171 – Police

(5) 1999 Ford Crown Victoria – Unit #357 - Model #2FAFP71W6XX178031 – Police

(6) 1993 GMC Topkick Truck – Unit #79 – Model #1GDP7H1J9PJ508290 – Sanitation

(7) 1984 Ford 8000 Flatbed Dump Truck with Leafbox attached – Unit #89 (truck) and Unit #931 (leafbox) – Model #1FDYR80U5EVA51641 - Street

(8) 1984 Ford 340B Mower Tractor (Unit #185) with 2000 Alamo Flail Mower (Unit #738) and Alamo Hydraulic Flail Mower (Unit #969) –– Models #C7774604, #SH74-60179 and #74INT-R/56482 – Street

(9) 1992 Ford F150 Pickup Truck -- Unit #189 – Model  #1FTDF15Y2NNA38991 – Parks & Recreation (Lake Reidsville)

(10) 1992 Chevrolet Single Axle Dump Truck – Unit #251 – Model #1GBG7H1P8NJ104276 – Street

(11) 1999 Ford Ranger Truck – Unit #353 – Model #1FTYR10VXXUA98290 – Meter Services

(12) 1999 Elite Steam Pressure Washer – Unit #729 – Model #E3100-12996355 – Garage

(13) Cement Mixer – Unit #910 – Model #9CM-224562 – Street

(14) Single Axle Trailer – Unit #976 – Model #(None) – Sanitation

(15) 1984 Airco 160 ARC/MIG Welder – Unit #984 – Model #LR7395 – Garage

(16) Hand Rodder – Unit #(none) – Model #(none) – Sewer

(17) Oversize Ammonia Copier – Unit #1429 – Model DIAZIT-DART XL120 –Engineering

2. The City Manager is authorized to receive on behalf of the City Council sealed bids for the purchase of the described property.

3. The City Manager is hereby authorized to sell the surplus property at the best price offered based upon market value or to dispose of it.
4. Sealed bids may be submitted to the City Clerk’s Office at City Hall, 230 W. Morehead Street.

5. The City Clerk shall cause a notice of this resolution to be published in accordance with G.S. 160A-268.

6. Bids will not be accepted unless, upon time of filing, they are accompanied by a deposit of cash, cashiers check, equal to 5% of the minimum bid.

7. The City Manager reserves the right to reject any or all bids.

Adopted this 14th day of April, 2009.

/s/_______________________________

               James K. Festerman, Mayor 

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________________

   Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 5 - APPROVAL OF BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 18 TO APPROPRIATE $190,000 FROM THE GENERAL FUND UNDESIGNATED FUND BALANCE TO GET STARTED ON THE CONVERSION TO 800MHZ COMMUNICATIONS. THIS IS THE MONEY FROM THE 911 AND 911 WIRELESS MERGER. THE BOA ALSO INCLUDES $50,000 IN 911 FUNDS RELATED TO THIS PROJECT.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 6-0 vote, the Council approved the following Budget Ordinance Amendment as based on the Finance Director’s April 7th memo (A COPY OF THE MEMO IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.):
BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 18
     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on June 10, 2008 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2008-2009; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City's budget to appropriate funds for improvements to the communications center related to 800mhz conversion;
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on June 10, 2008 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.   That revenue account number 10-3991-0000, Appropriated Fund Balance, be increased by $190,000.00; that revenue account number 29-3991-0000, Appropriated 911 Fund Balance, be increased by $50,000.00.
Section 2. That expense account number 10-4310-5800, Police Department Capital Improvements, be increased by $190,000.00; that expense account number 29-4300-5800, 911 Fund Capital Improvements, be increased by $50,000.00.
This the 14th day of April, 2009.

                     /s/_____________________                                        

                         James K. Festerman    

                         Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________                                   

    Angela G. Stadler, CMC

    City Clerk

- End of the Consent Agenda -
PROCLAMATIONS:
RECOGNITION OF THE MONTH OF APRIL AS NATIONAL SCOTS, SCOTS-IRISH MONTH IN REIDSVILLE.
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham then read a proclamation recognizing April as “National Scots, Scots-Irish Month” in Reidsville. (A COPY OF THE PROCLAMATION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) The proclamation was accepted by the requestor, James Murray, who thanked the City Council and Mayor Festerman for the proclamation. He noted that North Carolina leads the nation with those of this ancestry.
CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION TO ROBERT L. DOGGETT, WHO RETIRED FROM THE CITY’S FLEET MAINTENANCE DIVISION WITH 30 YEARS OF SERVICE ON MARCH 1, 2009.
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham then asked “Bad Boy” to come forward. He explained to those in the audience that when he was young, he was too small to play football so he was a manager of the football team. Robert “Bad Boy” Doggett was the head manager, he said.
The Mayor Pro Tem then read the proclamation to Doggett. (A COPY OF THE PROCLAMATION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) The Mayor Pro Tem also stated that Doggett always had a smile on his face. He presented Doggett with his 30-year City watch.
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham then introduced Public Works Director Kevin Eason, who read a letter from Doggett’s supervisor, Tony Stowe, who was unable to attend the meeting. (A COPY OF THE LETTER IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)

Doggett gave all the honor to his Lord and Savior and thanked each and everyone of the City Council for the recognition. He received a standing ovation from the audience and Council members.
Recognition of Rockingham County Lions Cheerleaders.

Karen Pugh introduced the seven-member Rockingham County Lions Cheerleaders, which is a unified Special Olympics cheerleading team. She talked of the squad’s accomplishments, including taking first place at a recent national competition. She noted that there were more than 4,000 cheerleaders at the competition and the Lions were one of four special needs squads there and the smallest squad.
Councilwoman Zdanski noted that she had already given each of them an All-America City pin to wear. Mayor Pro Tem Gorham, noting his Green Bay Packers football team doesn’t have official cheerleaders, said he would designate the Lions as Green Bay’s official squad.

RECOGNITION OF NCDOT’S SPRING LITTER SWEEP ROADSIDE CLEANUP APRIL 18-MAY 2, 2009.
The Mayor Pro Tem also noted that April 18 through May 2 are the dates for NCDOT’s annual Spring Litter Sweep Roadside Cleanup. (A COPY OF THE CORRESPONDING PROCLAMATION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
CONSIDERATION OF A TEXT AMENDMENT TO ALLOW MUSIC PRODUCTION AND RECORDING IN THE CENTRAL BUSINESS, GENERAL BUSINESS AND HIGHWAY BUSINESS DISTRICTS. (T 2009-1) 
In making the staff report, Assistant Community Development Director Donna Setliff reminded Council members that in 2007, the Reidsville Downtown Corporation Board of Directors sponsored a text amendment revising the permitted uses in the Central Business District. Planning staff assisted the RDC Board with the amendment, which was approved by Council. The RDC Board and staff tried to devise a list, but she noted that it is hard to cover all feasible uses.
Setliff said a gentleman came to them who was interested in a piece of property in the downtown area for a recording studio. She added that she wasn’t sure whether he had settled on the downtown property.

Setliff said the text amendment would allow the use of music production and recording in three districts, Central Business, General Business and Highway Business with three development standards:

1. All recording operations shall take place within an enclosed and sound-proofed building.

2. Sound associated with music recording shall not be audible from any property line.

3. Hours of operation shall be between 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m.

Setliff said because the text amendment included the Central Business District, staff ran it by the RDC Board through Tammy Spencer (Main Street Manager). The RDC’s letter of support is included in the agenda packet. (A COPY OF THE LETTER IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)

The Assistant Community Development Director stated that the Planning Board recommended this amendment, voting 7 in favor and 2 against. She noted that a downtown business owner expressed concern that this was not retail use and, therefore, would not bring in other shoppers for retail uses downtown. However, the Planning Board Chairman stated that the downtown needed to have well-rounded uses, not just retail. Parking was another concern mentioned. If a client of this business needed to stay longer than the two-hour parking limit allowed, they would need to park in one of the public parking lots, she noted.
After the Planning Board meeting, Council liaison Mayor Pro Tem Gorham asked her to check with other communities to see which allowed this use, Setliff said. Research of the ordinances of Greensboro, Burlington and Winston-Salem showed that Greensboro was the only city that listed development criteria. Setliff said she mimicked those criteria when developing Reidsville’s text amendment. After posing questions on the North Carolina Planners’ List Serve, she said she received two responses, one from Greensboro and one from Aberdeen. Aberdeen allows the use as a professional office with no development criteria. They have had no problems or complaints, she added. Enforcement has been handled on a complaint basis, she said.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham opened the public hearing at 6:54 p.m. by asking if anyone wished to speak in favor of the text amendment.
Mr. Garry Percell of 118 N. Main Street, Reidsville, came forward to speak in favor of the text amendment. He talked of the need for a recording studio in this area. Mr. Percell said he represents several musicians/artists and has some 30 years in the music industry. Artists seeking to do audio recordings have to go to as far away as Charlotte, he explained. He said a professional facility is needed in Reidsville so artists won’t have to go outside the area.
Mr. Percell said one issue he has heard is the possibility of audible sounds going outside the building. He indicated he would provide soundproof installation. He noted that a sound recording studio not only has to keep the sounds from going outside but it must keep the outside sounds from being heard in the studio.

He stressed that this was not a club. He noted that musical CDs sound so good because there is no outside noise on them. He said that the issue of sound being heard is an “oxymoron.” If sound is heard outside, the studio couldn’t operate, he informed Council.

Mr. Percell gave Council a brief history of his background, which includes producing. He said he came back to Reidsville from Chicago and was now an ordained minister. He said concerns had been expressed about attracting certain kinds of music. He said he was going to operate his studio as a God-fearing man.

Councilman Gentry pointed out to Mr. Percell that the CD business is declining. Mr. Percell noted that there is the pirating of music, but he noted that before you can copy a CD, it has to be produced first.

Mr. Richard “Dick” Frohock of 1516 Clovercrest Drive, Reidsville, got up to speak on Mr. Percell’s behalf. He said he had known Rev. Percell for eight years. As Chairman of the City’s Human Relations Commission, he met Rev. Percell, who was a member of that Commission for several years. He said he got to know his abilities well and that Percell helped with several HRC events, including Multicultural Day and the Unity Concerts. He said he was unhappy when Percell left the HRC to go to school to get his ministerial degree. Frohock said Rev. Percell is very community-oriented and while a member of the Commission, he was very careful not to do anything to jeopardize the HRC or the City of Reidsville. 

The types of exhibitions Rev. Percell has been involved in speaks for themselves and his reputation, Frohock noted. He added that there was a need for diversity in Reidsville. He asked the Council to vote in favor.
Mr. Ronald Wheeler of 501 Miller Chapel Road, Reidsville, came forward. As the owner of Scales Street Music, he said he could only see a recording studio helping his business and getting musicians more involved in town. It would bring people from out of town and help all of the downtown businesses, he added. He said he was in favor of a recording studio.
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham asked if there was any opposition to the text amendment?

Mr. Jeff White of 150 Laurel Ridge Drive, Reidsville, came forward. As the owner of a retail store, White said he opposed a recording studio in the downtown business district. He said he felt like stores downtown need to be more retail than service or professional. That doesn’t bring in a lot of foot traffic, he asserted.
Mr. White submitted to the Mayor Pro Tem a petition signed by 28 people. He said most of these were downtown merchants. He said 29 merchants were approached, and only three didn’t sign it. (A COPY OF THE PETITION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) He asserted that overwhelmingly, merchants were opposed to the studio in the downtown area although he said he was sure Mr. Percell is a man of the highest integrity and excellent at what he does.
Mr. White noted that members of the RDC met March 18 and it was the consensus of the merchants to oppose such a studio in the business district. He said each of the Council members should also have received an email from Helen Robertson on this issue as well.

Mr. White said that Mr. Percell stated to Council and to the RDC on March 18 that there are no recording studios around. He stated that there is G&D Recording Studio in Eden, which he described as high tech operation. He has talked with the owner who said he spent thousands of dollars in equipment and had anything anybody needs. The studio is only 10 miles away, he said.

Mr. White said that one of his concerns personally was that in the 200 block of the downtown, there are 23 storefronts on the entire block. He listed several of the businesses and stated that only four of the storefronts are retail. He noted that there is a lot more retail in the 100 block. He said he felt that the downtown needed more retail stores and more people to go shopping, bringing their kids, etc.

Mr. White referred again to the RDC’s endorsement of the text amendment. He said he and his wife, Debbie, were out of town on business when the poll was taken. His wife later canvassed all the board members, who expressed their opposition, except for one she didn’t see who had the flu. Again, he said all of the RDC board members and downtown merchants oppose it. 

Mr. White said they don’t think it needs to be downtown, but anywhere else in the City is fine.

Councilman Turner asked Mr. White where the recording studio is located in Eden. He replied that it was on the outskirts of the downtown area. Councilman Henderson asked Mr. White if there had been any problems in Eden to his knowledge. Mr. White replied in the negative.

Mr. White said he was told you can’t just put up padding on the walls to keep the music in or noise out.

Councilman Henderson asked, “Are all businesses in downtown Reidsville retail?” Mr. White replied that many are service industries, such as barbers, etc., other than retail. The Councilman asked why the Planning Board voted for the text amendment in a 7-2 vote? Mr. White commented that when he got up to speak at the Planning Board meeting, he felt like he was being ridiculed. He told he would need to take the issue up with Council.
Mr. White concluded by thanking the City Council for all the improvements to the downtown area. As an All-America City, he felt they should try and draw more retail businesses into the downtown. He said he truly is appreciative for all the City has done to make this into a beautiful place.

Mr. Bill Davis of 139 Scales Street came forward to speak against this usage in the downtown area. He told Mr. Percell he applauds him for what he wants to do; however, he said he felt the downtown should be a destination for people to come and shop, go to car shows, visit galleries, etc. He said they should be seeking usages that are going to drive traffic to the downtown area, including shopping, nightlife, etc. He thanked Mr. Percell for being community-minded, but he doesn’t think the downtown is the place for such a studio. He encouraged Council members to think of the situation overall. With the new park opening, people can come to the park, buy a bicycle, have dinner at Café 99 or coffee. He asked Council to keep these things in consideration.

Ms. Mary Nahas of 136 S. Scales Street came forward next. She said the downtown area needs more retail. She noted that she is located between a pawn shop and a thrift shop. She said her husband was working overtime to help keep their business open. A recording studio is not going to bring shoppers in, she stressed. She said she is also a musician, but she doesn’t think the downtown is the right place for it. She said the downtown needed “higher-end” shops to draw people there.
Mr. John Nahas, also of 136 S. Scales Street, talked of the consultant coming to visit the downtown area and talking with the RDC. The consultant had a plan and Mr. Nahas expressed the belief that we are deviating from that plan. He noted that just filling a building is not the thing to do, but the City needs to stick to the plan.

Mary Nahas said we shouldn’t just be filling buildings but fulfilling a vision. She stressed that we shouldn’t stray from the vision, especially with the downtown area coming back to life. She said this is crucial to the lives of all of us.
Mr. Nahas said he applauds the gentleman. He added that the building in Eden is a stand-alone building, not directly related to anyone. He stressed that they all have a vested interest in helping to make Reidsville a beautiful place.

Mr. Gary Doss of 205 Gilmer Street said he was “fence straddling” on this issue. He said he doesn’t like telling people they can’t have a business downtown. He said he didn’t like it when churches were run out of the downtown area. He talked of the people that can hang out around entertainment businesses, including the “mess” they can leave and the foul language they can say. He said he hoped the patrons of the recording studio would go in and act as they should act and leave.
Mr. Doss noted again that he was “straddling” a fence. He said he didn’t like someone telling a landlord not to rent to someone, but expressed concerns again about some people hanging around the area.

Mr. Mason King of 239 S. Scales Street came forward. He noted that he has been involved putting on outside music events for the downtown area and loves all kinds of music. He expressed dissatisfaction with the way RDC Board members were polled via email prior to the letter being written. Instead, a special meeting of the RDC Board should have been called, he said.
King said he didn’t realize until the Planning Board meeting that the text amendment could be broken up so that it didn’t include all of the districts. He said he would have suggested the text amendment only apply to the General Business and Highway Business districts if he had known. He again referenced the email sent to RDC Board members, noting that although he had asked questions in the email, he had not been happy with some of the answers and was confused about it.
King said he was not in favor of the text amendment for the Central Business District. He said foot traffic was needed in the downtown and customers for the other retail stores. The more people they get to come downtown, the better off all the businesses will be, he said.
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham closed the public hearing at 7:28 p.m. He asked if there was a motion?

Councilman Henderson made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker, to approve the text amendment as recommended by the Planning Board.
Councilman Turner stated that, as liaison to the Reidsville Downtown Corporation, he feels strongly that they should listen to what the merchants are saying. He noted that the City had spent a lot of money downtown and should promote commercialism rather than individual office space.
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham said he had all the faith in the world in the Planning Board and in Planning staff to put the City in a position where it won’t fail. He said he felt they would take a strong look at any place chosen to make sure it is soundproof. He also indicated that he didn’t believe Rev. Percell would have any unsavory clientele and that he believes Percell is a good neighbor who will direct clients to the other stores. He is retail, the Mayor Pro Tem said. The Mayor Pro Tem, noting that his brother owns a record shop downtown, said this would give other stores the opportunity to sell a product.

The motion was passed in a 4-2 vote with Councilwoman Zdanski and Councilman Turner voting in opposition.

The Text Amendment as approved follows:

Amendment T 2009-1
AMENDING THE CITY OF REIDSVILLE ZONING ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING

ARTICLE V, DISTRICT REGULATIONS
SECTION 2, TABLE OF PERMITTED USES  
OF THE CITY OF REIDSVILLE ZONING ORDINANCE

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina, that the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Reidsville be amended as follows:

Part I.
 That Article V, Section 2, Table of Permitted Uses is amended to allow Music Production and Recording in Central Business, General Business and Highway Business with the following developer criteria: 

Note 32: 
All recording operations shall take place within an enclosed and sound-proofed building. Sound associated with music recording shall not be audible from any property line.





Hours of operation shall be between 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m.

Part II.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption by the City Council of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina

ADOPTED this the _______ day of _________________, 2009 by the City Council of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina.



/s/_____________________________________________________



    JAMES K. FESTERMAN, MAYOR, REIDSVILLE, N.C.

/s/_________________________

   Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk
Effect of Mayor’s absence on vote.

There was a brief discussion about the Mayor’s absence on the meeting and whether his absence was an automatic “yes” vote. Councilman Gentry said he was told by former Mayor Donecker that he had to drive in for a meeting and vote or it would be considered an affirmative vote on the issue. Councilwoman Zdanski said she understood that if a Council member abstains from a vote without being excused, it is an affirmative vote. If the Council member is physically absent, the vote is not counted as a “nay” or “aye,” she said. City Attorney Bill McLeod Jr. agreed with Councilwoman Zdanski’s assessment. He said he would be glad to report back on this, but he added that, in this situation, the Mayor’s vote did not affect the outcome one way or the other.

CONSIDERATION OF AN ORDINANCE TO EXTEND THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF REIDSVILLE AS REQUESTED IN A PETITION BY THE OWNER OF 1724 GIBBS ROAD, REIDSVILLE. 
In making the staff report, City Manager Almond noted that this was a voluntary annexation request by the property owners, who want to connect to the City’s water and sewer system.
The Mayor Pro Tem opened the public hearing at 7:35 p.m. by asking if there was anyone who wished to speak in favor or in opposition to the annexation request. No one came forward, and the public hearing was closed at 7:36 p.m.

Councilwoman Zdanski made the motion to approve the voluntary annexation of 1724 Gibbs Road as requested by the property owners, Robert and Tammi Howell. The motion was seconded by Councilman Turner and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote.

The accompanying Ordinance as approved follows:

AN ORDINANCE TO EXTEND THE

CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE

CITY OF REIDSVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA

1724 Gibbs Road

A09-01

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina has been petitioned under G.S. 160A-31 to annex the area described below; and 


WHEREAS, a public hearing on the question of this annexation was held at City Council Chambers, 230 West Morehead Street, at 6:30 P.M. on Tuesday, April 14, 2009, after due notice by publication on Friday, March 27, 2009; and 


WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the proposed annexation meets the requirements of G.S. 160A-31;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina that:


Section 1.
By virtue of the authority granted by G.S. 160A-31, the following described contiguous property o is hereby annexed and made part of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina as of July 1, 2009:

BEGINNING at a point in the eastern right-of-way of Parkland Road at its intersection with the present city limits, said point being approximately 200 feet northeasterly from the northeast quadrant of the intersection of rights-of-way of Gibbs Road and Parkland Road, thence along the eastern right-of-way of Parkland Road N 26 deg. 59 min. 20 sec. E 21.67 feet more or less to a point, said point being the northwest corner of Lot 2 of the Branch Land Subdivision as recorded in Map Book 40, Page 34 of the Rockingham County Registry of Deeds, and the southwest corner of Lot 1, thence with the southern lotline of Lot 1 N 78 deg. 07 min. 55 sec. E 326.87 feet to a point, said point being the southeast corner of Lot 1 and the northeast corner of Lot 2, thence with the eastern lotline of Lot 2 S 22 deg. 30 min. 00 sec. E 248.7 feet more or less to a point in the present city limits, said point being 200 feet perpendicular from the northern right-of-way of Gibb Road, thence northwesterly 200 feet perpendicular to and parallel with the northern right-of-way of Gibbs Road 458 feet more or less to the point of beginning, and being the northern portion of Lot 2 which lies outside the present city limits and contains 1.28 acres more or less.


Section 2.
The Mayor of the City of Reidsville shall cause to be recorded in the office of the Register of Deeds of Rockingham County, and in the office of the Secretary of State at Raleigh, North Carolina, an accurate map of the annexed territory, described in Section 1 above, together with a duly certified copy of this ordinance. Such a map shall also be delivered to the Rockingham County Board of Elections, as required by G.S. 163-288.1.


Adopted this 14th day of April, 2009.








/s/____________________________









       James K. Festerman










       Mayor

ATTEST:





APPROVED AS TO FORM:

/s/_____________________


/s/_________________________________

      Angela G. Stadler, CMC




    William F. McLeod Jr.


      City Clerk





           City Attorney

CONSIDERATION OF A LOW BID OF $212,086.75 FROM COVINGTON POWER SERVICES OF GREENSBORO FOR A REPLACEMENT GENERATOR AT THE CITY OF REIDSVILLE’S WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT AS RECOMMENDED BY PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR KEVIN EASON AND APPROVAL OF BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 19. 
City Manager Almond stated that the City had received a low bid of $212,086.75 from Covington Power Services of Greensboro for a replacement generator at its Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Noting they had been discussing this situation for about eight weeks, the City Manager said the current generator, which is about 30 years old, died. The State requires the City to have a standby generator, he added, to keep things flowing and continue operation of the plant in case of power failure.
The City had been renting a generator for about six weeks, but that was very expensive, the City Manager noted. Public Works Director Kevin Eason had prepared specifications and sought bids, which came in ranging from $335,560 to Covington’s low bid of $212,086.75.

City Manager Almond said the money could be appropriated from the Water Reserve Fund.

Councilman Turner made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve the low bid and Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 19.

Council members acknowledged that they had no other choice. City Manager Almond noted it would be about 91 days for the generator to get here.
Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 19 as approved follows:

BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 19
     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on June 10, 2008 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2008-2009; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City's budget to appropriate funds for a replacement generator at the waste water treatment plant to be funded by a transfer from the Water Fund;
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on June 10, 2008 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.   That revenue account number 62-3988-0061, Transfer from Water Fund, be increased by $212,100.00; that revenue account number 61-3991-0000, Appropriated Water Fund Balance, be increased by $212,100.00.
Section 2. That expense account number 61-4120-0062, Transfer to Sewer Fund, be increased by $212,100.00; that expense account number 62-7130-5800, Capital Improvements, be increased by $212,100.00.
This the 14th day of April, 2009.

                    /s/ _____________________                                        

                         James K. Festerman    

                         Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________                                   

   Angela G. Stadler, CMC

   City Clerk

DISCUSSION OF HANDICAPPED ACCESS TO THE POLICE DEPARTMENT.
City Manager Almond noted that in 1996, the current handicapped lift access was installed at the Police Department, which is accessible by the public and a departmental employee. This exterior lift located on the right side of the building has been in use for about 13 years. However, the lift that was installed was designed for exterior use in a protected enclosure and was not meant to be exposed to the elements like it currently is, he said. The lift has not worked as it should over the years.
Thyssenkrupp Elevator Company can replace the existing lift with a similar model at a price of $19,225.00, but the same problems will probably occur. The company can replace the lift with a PL-EZE enclosed wheelchair lift at a cost of $24,040, the City Manager said. The temporary solution used by the departmental employee is not recommended for the public because they would be going through restricted areas of the Police building, he noted.

City Manager Almond said staff is recommending an appropriation from the General Fund Undesignated Fund Balance of $24,040 to make the building handicapped accessible.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham said it appeared better for the City to get the “Cadillac” rather than the “1992 Blazer”.

Councilman Rucker made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Zdanski and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve the new enclosed wheelchair lift at a cost of $24,040 from the General Fund Undesignated Fund Balance.

The corresponding Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 20 as approved follows:

BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 21
     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on June 10, 2008 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2008-2009; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City's budget to appropriate funds to replace the lift in front of the Police Department;
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on June 10, 2008 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.   That revenue account number 10-3991-0000, Appropriated Fund Balance, be increased by $24,040.00.
Section 2. That expense account number 10-4310-5800, Capital Improvements police Department, be increased by $24,040.00.
This the 14th day of April, 2009.

                       /s/____________________                                        

                         James K. Festerman    

                         Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________                                   

   Angela G. Stadler, CMC

   City Clerk
DISCUSSION OF A RECOMMENDATION TO MODIFY THE PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT’S NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS PROGRAM.
In making the staff report, Parks and Recreation Director Harry Brown thanked the City Council for its support of the summer neighborhood parks program and our youth. It is proposed to run the program again this year beginning the week of June 15 for 10 weeks between the hours of 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. He explained that no fees are charged for the program and daily lunches are provided.
Brown stated that staff frequently re-evaluates such programs to improve them. In terms of curriculum, Griggs and Cambridge Parks are limited to educational applications, he noted. Therefore, they looked at moving the program to Lake Reidsville, which has more recreational programs, more space, permanent restrooms, more amenities and more shade for the youth to enjoy, he continued.
He added that he had reviewed the proposal with the Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission and the Youth Advisory Commission.

The participants will meet at the two neighborhood parks, and the City would provide transportation, Brown explained. Four days a week, the participants will go to Lake Reidsville. One day a week, they would go to the Reidsville Community Pool for swimming.

The Parks & Recreation Director believes that this particular approach provides more opportunities for youth and long-term benefits for Lake Reidsville as well, publicizing what the lake has to offer.
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham questioned what happens to little Susie or Johnny who misses the departure of the bus or when someone needs to go home. Brown said staff doesn’t allow youth to leave without parental permission. The parent would have to pick them up, he said. If they are late for the bus, it will serve as a learning experience for them to be on time next time, he added. He said these youth catch the bus during the school year and learn the importance of being on time.

Councilwoman Zdanski asked how many children were taking part in the program. Brown said about 30-35 kids at Griggs and about 25 at Cambridge – 60 total. The age group is aged 10-15. He noted that 40-45 kids is more than the park could accommodate. At Lake Reidsville, they would have use of two small shelters and the basketball court, the Parks and Recreation Director added.
Brown pointed out that at the neighborhood parks, they have had problems of people passing through the parks and creating problems for the counselors.

Discussion also touched briefly on the use of the kayaks and canoes, water safety issues and the opportunity to have more activities out at the lake.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham encouraged Brown and his staff to keep a close eye on the program and what the community thinks about the changes.

Councilwoman Zdanski said the changes would give some children a change to see and do some things they otherwise wouldn’t have the chance to do. It was noted that some of these kids had never been out to Lake Reidsville and didn’t realize it was there. In the past when programs have taken field trips out there, the kids have requested to go back, Brown said. Mayor Pro Tem Gorham asked if they had received positive responses, to which Brown replied in the affirmative.

Councilman Rucker said he thinks it is a great program, and the City should keep it up.

Councilman Turner made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson, to approve the recommendation of changes to summer neighborhood parks program.
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham said it should include the stipulation that there is some monitoring of the program every couple of weeks.

The motion then passed in a 6-0 vote.

CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING MINIMUM HOUSING CODE VIOLATIONS AS REQUESTED BY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR MICHAEL PEARCE:
Pearce said he was coming before Council with five different condemnation requests. Business has been very good this year in the demolition business, he noted.
(A) 804 Womack Street – Request to Board Up

Staff is requesting permission to board up 804 Womack Street, he said. An inspection by the Codes Inspector on June 30, 2008, found violations of the City’s Minimum Housing Code. A title search found the property owner to be Frank D. Napper Sr. of 1207 Ewring Drive, Greensboro. He was sent a notice of the hearing with the Code Enforcement Officer, which was held on December 29, 2008, Pearce continued. The Order gave the owner 90 days to repair or close the building because the estimated cost of repairs ($6,600) did not exceed 50% of the value of the building ($23,569). A follow-up inspection on April 2, 2009 found the building still to be in deteriorated condition, Pearce said. Unpaid taxes on the property are $4,328.58 and have not been paid since 1999. There are also four outstanding bills for lot cleanings in 2007 and 2008 totaling $1,190.00. The property does not have water and is not occupied, he said.
Pearce noted that if Council gives permission to board up the property, they will use plywood but paint it white. He said if no repairs are done, staff will be back before Council in six months asking to demolish the building.

Councilman Turner made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to permit staff to board up 804 Womack Street.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham reminded Council members that $20,000 in additional monies will be needed to cover the boarding up of these properties and demolitions.

The Ordinance as approved follows:

O R D I N A N C E

  BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED:

  WHEREAS, on the 29th day of December, 2008 at 10:30 a.m., the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina conducted a hearing on violations of Chapter 4, Article II, Housing Code, Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4.26, for the property located at 804 Womack Street, Reidsville, North Carolina TAS Map No. 8905-10-46-7861.  The Complaint and Notice of Hearing was served on the owner by Certified Mail on December 2, 2008. Said owner being Frank D. Napper, Sr..

WHEREAS, said owners did not appear at said hearing and presented no evidence, and whereas a copy of the Order of the Code Enforcement Inspector was delivered to said property owner by Certified Mail on January 3, 2009.  The Order allowed said owners to repair, alter or improve the above structure on or before April 2, 2009, and whereas there has been insufficient compliance with said Order in that said structure has not been repaired, altered or improved, and remains deteriorated and unfit for human habitation, and constitutes a public health, safety, and fire hazard;

  NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to the Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4-29 (c), the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina is hereby ordered to cause the above structure located at 804 Womack Street, Reidsville, North Carolina, to be vacated and closed, and to placard said structure as provided by N.C.G.S. 160A443 and Section 4-29 (a) of the Reidsville Code of Ordinances.


This is the 14th day of April, 2009.

/s/_____________________________________

    James K. Festerman, Mayor, 

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________________________

   Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk

(B) 108 N. Branch Street – Request to Board Up
Staff is requesting permission from Council to board up 108 N. Branch Street, Pearce said. An inspection on August 27, 2008 by the Codes Inspector revealed violations. A title search found the property owner to be the Estate of Christopher W. Simon, c/o Tonya J. Simon and Louise B. Simon, 204 Lambert Street, Reidsville. The owners were sent a notice of the hearing with Code Enforcement on September 30, 2008, which was attended by Louise Simon. An Order to repair or close the dwelling was mailed to the owners since the estimated cost of repairs at $6,500 did not exceed 50% of the value of the building set at $47,564. Unpaid property taxes of $4,773.69 have not been paid since 2001. There is also an outstanding lot cleaning bill of $175.00. Although the property has not had water since November 2007, people are living in the house, he said. Therefore, staff cannot board up the house immediately but will have to seek a summary ejectment from the Court. If the property is not brought up to code within six months, staff will be coming back to request demolition, he said.

Councilman Turner made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Zdanski and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to board up 108 N. Branch Street.

A copy of the Order as approved follows:

O R D I N A N C E

  BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED:

  WHEREAS, on the 30th day of September, 2008 at 10:00 a.m., the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina conducted a hearing on violations of Chapter 4, Article II, Housing Code, Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4.26, for the property located at 108 N. Branch Street, Reidsville, North Carolina TAS Map No. 8905-19-61-2674.  The Complaint and Notice of Hearing was served on the owners by Certified Mail on September 2, 2008. Said owners being the Estate of Christopher W. Simon C/O Tonya J. Simon and Louise B. Simon.

WHEREAS, said owners did appear at said hearing and presented no evidence, and whereas a copy of the Order of the Code Enforcement Inspector was delivered to said property owner by Certified Mail on October 1, 2008.  The Order allowed said owners to repair, alter or improve the above structure on or before January 2, 2009, and whereas there has been insufficient compliance with said Order in that said structure has not been repaired, altered or improved, and remains deteriorated and unfit for human habitation, and constitutes a public health, safety, and fire hazard;

  NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to the Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4-29 (c), the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina is hereby ordered to cause the above structure located at 108 N. Branch Street, Reidsville, North Carolina, to be vacated and closed, and to placard said structure as provided by N.C.G.S. 160A443 and Section 4-29 (a) of the Reidsville Code of Ordinances.


This is the 14th day of April, 2009.

/s/_____________________________________

    James K. Festerman, Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________________________

    Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk

(C) 825 Sunset Street – Request to Demolish

Pearce stated that he is requesting permission to demolish 825 Sunset Street, which was inspected after complaints were received. A title search found the property owner to be David Sloan of 522 Bonita Drive, Meridian, MS. The Notice was served by posting the property and by publication in the newspaper. No one attended the hearing with the Code Enforcement Officer on December 29, 2008, Pearce said. The Order required demolition because the estimated cost of repairs ($16,000) exceeded 50% of the value of the building ($21,296) A follow-up inspection on April 2, 2009 found the building to still be in dilapidated condition, he said. Property taxes have not been paid since 1999 and $3,235.62 is owed.
Councilman Henderson made the motion, seconded by Councilman Gentry and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to demolish 825 Sunset Street.
O R D I N A N C E

  BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED:

  WHEREAS, on the 29th day of December, 2008 at 10:00 a.m., the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina conducted a hearing on violations of Chapter 4, Article II, Housing Code, Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4.26, for the property located at 825 Sunset Street, Reidsville, North Carolina Tax Map No. 8905-17-12-2237.  The Complaint and Notice of Hearing was served on the owner by publication in the Reidsville Review newspaper, on December 3, 2008, and by posting the subject property with the complaint and notice on the subject property on December 1, 2008.  Said owner being David Sloan. 

Whereas, no one appeared at said hearing and presented no evidence, and whereas a copy of the Order of the Code Enforcement Inspector was published in the Reidsville Review newspaper on January 4, 2009 and posted on the property on December 31, 2008.  The Order allowed said owners to demolish and remove the above structure on or before April 2, 2009, and whereas there has been insufficient compliance with said Order in that said structure has not been demolished or removed, and remains dilapidated and unfit for human habitation, and constitutes a public health, safety, and fire hazard;

NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to the Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4-29 (c), the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina is hereby ordered to cause the above structure located at 825 Sunset Street, Reidsville, North Carolina, to be demolished and removed, in pending demolition and removal to be placarded said structure as provided by N.C.G. S. 160A443 and Section 4-29 (b) of the Reidsville Code of Ordinances.


This is the 14th day of April, 2009.

/s/_____________________________________

   James K. Festerman, Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________________________

   Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk

(D) 419 NE Market Street – Request to Demolish

Pearce informed Council he was requesting permission to demolish 419 NE Market Street after receiving complaints. A title search found the property owner to be Calvin Wayne Gantt and Francis Gantt. Calvin Gantt attended the November 12, 2008 hearing with the Code Enforcement Officer, he said. Gantt said at that meeting that the roof had been replaced and the property boarded up. Structurally, the building was in very bad shape, Pearce continued. The Order to demolish expired after 90 days on February 24, 2009. Demolition was required because the estimated cost of repairs at $30,000 exceeded 50% of the value of the building at $12,526. A follow-up inspection on April 2, 2009, still found the building to be in dilapidated condition. The house is vacant, and the water has been shut off. Property taxes have been paid, he added.
Councilman Rucker made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to demolish 419 NE Market Street.

It was noted that the property owner, Calvin Gantt, was present and wanted to say a few words. Mr. Gantt asked City Council for a 90-day extension to allow him to start repairs. He explained that he had been through a separation and a divorce and had issues getting his wife to sign the necessary documents.
Councilman Rucker asked Mr. Gantt if he was planning to put the building up for sale or repair it. “Which do I need to do?” Mr. Gantt asked. Councilman Rucker said he was willing to give him a little more time to make repairs but not time to sell the property.

Councilman Rucker asked Mr. Gantt if he could start repairing the structure in the next 30 days? Mr. Gantt asked for 60 days. Councilman Rucker said he would only give him 30 days.
Since a motion had already been made, City Attorney Bill McLeod Jr. suggested Council make a motion to stay the execution of the demolition for 30 days. City Manager Almond asked that Council give a date-specific, such as May 12, the day of the next regular City Council meeting.

Councilman Rucker made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to give Mr. Gantt until May 12 to start repairs.
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham stressed to Mr. Gantt that if nothing has been done by the next Council meeting, the building is going down. Councilman Rucker urged Mr. Gantt to give Pearce a call about what needs to be done. 
City Manager Almond noted that the City will file a notice at the courthouse so that anyone who goes to buy the property will find out that it has been condemned.

The following Ordinance was approved but the execution stayed until May 12, 2009:
O R D I N A N C E

  BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED:

  WHEREAS, on the 12th day of November, 2008 at 10:00 a.m., the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina conducted a hearing on violations of Chapter 4, Article II, Housing Code, Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4.26, for the property located at 419 NE Market Street, Reidsville, North Carolina Tax Map No. 8905-14-43-6462.  The Complaint and Notice of Hearing was served on the owner by publication in the Reidsville Review newspaper, on October 17, 2008, and by posting the subject property with the complaint and notice on the subject property on October 15. 2008.  Said owner being Calvin Wayne and Francis Gantt. 

Whereas, Calvin Gantt appeared at said hearing and said that the roof had recently been replaced, and whereas a copy of the Order of the Code Enforcement Inspector was delivered to the owner by certified mail on December 11, 2008.  The Order allowed said owners to demolish and remove the above structure on or before February 24, 2009, and whereas there has been insufficient compliance with said Order in that said structure has not been demolished or removed, and remains dilapidated and unfit for human habitation, and constitutes a public health, safety, and fire hazard;

NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to the Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4-29 (c), the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina is hereby ordered to cause the above structure located at 419 NE Market Street, Reidsville, North Carolina, to be demolished and removed, in pending demolition and removal to be placarded said structure as provided by N.C.G. S. 160A443 and Section 4-29 (b) of the Reidsville Code of Ordinances.


This is the 14th day of April, 2009.

/s/_____________________________________

   James K. Festerman, Mayor
ATTEST:

/s/_____________________________________

   Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk

(E) 115 N. Branch Street – Request to Demolish

Pearce said he is requesting to demolish 115 N. Branch Street. An inspection by the Codes Inspector found violations. A title search found the property owners to be Clifton D. and Wanda C. Whitlow. New Bridge Bank is a lienholder. Mr. Whitlow attended the hearing with the Code Enforcement Officer on November 12, 2008, and said he was going to make the repairs. However, due to the magnitude of the repairs needed, the Order to demolish was given with the 90 days expiring on February 24, 2009. The Order required demolition because the cost of repairs at $10,500 exceeded 50% of the value of the building at $18,990. A follow-up inspection on April 2, 2009 found the building to still be in dilapidated condition, Pearce said. The house is vacant, and the water has been turned off. Property taxes have been paid, he added.
Councilwoman Zdanski made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to demolish 115 N. Branch Street.

The Ordinance as approved follows:

O R D I N A N C E

  BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED:

  WHEREAS, on the 12th day of November, 2008 at 10:30 a.m., the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina conducted a hearing on violations of Chapter 4, Article II, Housing Code, Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4.26, for the property located at 115 N Branch Street, Reidsville, North Carolina Tax Map No. 8905-19-61-4841.  The Complaint and Notice of Hearing was served on the owner and lienholder by Certified Mail, on October 22, 2008 and October 17, 2008 respectively.  Said owner being Clifton D. and Wanda C. Whitlow and the lienholder being New Bridge Bank. 

WHEREAS, Clifton D. Whitlow appeared at said hearing and whereas a copy of the Order of the Code Enforcement Inspector was delivered to the owner and lienholder by certified mail on November 21, 2008 and November 18, 2008 respectively .  The Order allowed said owners to demolish and remove the above structure on or before February 24, 2009, and whereas there has been insufficient compliance with said Order in that said structure has not been demolished or removed, and remains dilapidated and unfit for human habitation, and constitutes a public health, safety, and fire hazard;

NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to the Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4-29 (c), the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina is hereby ordered to cause the above structure located at 115 N. Branch Street, Reidsville, North Carolina, to be demolished and removed, in pending demolition and removal to be placarded said structure as provided by N.C.G. S. 160A443 and Section 4-29 (b) of the Reidsville Code of Ordinances.


This is the 14th day of April, 2009.

/s/_____________________________________

    James K. Festerman, Mayor 

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________________________

   Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk

CONSIDERATION OF A ZONING VIOLATION AGAINST GREER RECYCLING, 107 NE MARKET STREET.
In making the staff report, Assistant Community Development Director Donna Setliff said she was seeking permission of Council to proceed with issuing a Civil Citation on Greer Recycling at 107 NE Market Street. (A COPY OF SETLIFF’S APRIL 2, 2009 MEMO IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) Staff has worked with the property owner, she said, but have been unable to reach any resolution. 
The property owner and business owner was mailed a violation letter on March 6th which stated the following violations:
1. Acceptance of motorized vehicles for recycle purposes requires a Special Use Permit approved by City Council.    Currently, Greer Recycling at 107 NE Market Street has not been issued a Special Use Permit per Article V, Section 3.8 of the Reidsville Zoning Ordinance.

2. The existing recycle collection operation is considered a “Grandfathered Use” due to the February 10, 2009 amendment of the Reidsville Zoning Ordinance.   However, the operation must continue to meet requirements of Article V, Section 2 prior to the February 10, 2009 amendment.   The following are requirements of the Ordinance in which the property is in violations:
Storage:  All Storage areas must be located in the rear and/or side yards.  Storage areas shall be enclosed by a fence, not less than eight (8) feet in height, to screen the view of stored materials.

                        Loading and Unloading Areas:  Loading and unloading shall be permitted from the side and/or rear of the building.

                        Parking:  One (1) space for each two (2) employees on the largest work shift, plus one (1) Space for every truck stored or stopped simultaneously.
Setliff pointed to the pictures included in the agenda packet of violations. She said staff has received phone calls about vehicle collections at different times, but the business still has not gotten a Special Use Permit.
She added that at one time, the business had a fence/screen up, but took it down.

Setliff said that Mr. Greer and Tommy Dyer came to her office on Monday, March 30, and Mr. Greer picked up a SUP application. She said he has until April 17 to submit application, but noted that staff didn’t want to wait another month in case he doesn’t submit the application or it is denied since the City has been receiving complaints.

She added that there is no employee parking at this location. Employees have been parking on the opposite side of the railroad tracks. 

Setliff briefly went through the civil citation process for Council members.
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham stated that most of what Setliff had said, they had seen. Setliff said they have worked as hard with this business owner as they have with any other business owner.

Councilman Rucker asked why the business owner took the fencing down? Setliff said it was done to accommodate a “truck scale” on the property.

Councilman Henderson asked since it is in violation, can’t it be closed? Setliff said the next step available to the City was the civil citation process.

There was a brief discussion about when that process should start. Mayor Pro Tem Gorham suggested staff not send out the letter until the first of the week to give the business owner a little more time.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham made the motion to start the civil citation process against Greer Recycling beginning April 20. Councilman Rucker seconded the motion, which was then approved in a 5-1 vote with Councilman Turner voting in opposition.
Mr. Greer was in the audience but was told he would not have the opportunity to speak at this time. Mayor Pro Tem Gorham said he hoped they had helped him out some with the delay.

PUBLIC COMMENTS.
Gary Doss of 714 Montgomery Street addressed Council about decisions made at the last Council meeting. He questioned the Council’s decision to turn down Family Dollar’s Special Use Permit modification request since it would have brought jobs to the City. He also questioned the Council’s decision not to charge the assessments on Lamar Drive. He said the residents knew they were going to have to pay regardless of the mistake by the City that delayed assessment of the property owners. He said now that was going to come out of his taxes.
Brian Greer of 1923 Belmont Drive, the owner of Greer Recycling, explained why he had taken down the fencing on his property. He told Council he did appreciate the extension, adding that he wanted to do a good job with the changes to his property.
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT. 
City Manager Almond referenced Item No. 2 on his written report, which cited the need for $20,000 to be added to the demolition budget from the Undesignated Fund Balance to cover the boarding up and demolitions of the properties discussed today.
Councilman Gentry made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Zdanski and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve adding $20,000 to the demolition budget.

The corresponding Budget Ordinance Amendment as approved follows:

BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 20
     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on June 10, 2008 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2008-2009; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City's budget to appropriate funds for property demolitions;
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on June 10, 2008 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.   That revenue account number 10-3991-0000, Appropriated Fund Balance, be increased by $20,000.00.
Section 2. That expense account number 10-4350-4400, Demolitions, be increased by $20,000.00.
This the 14th day of April, 2009.

     /s/_____________________                                        

                         James K. Festerman    

                         Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________                                   

   Angela G. Stadler, CMC

   City Clerk

COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS.
Councilman Henderson – The Councilman said he had no report from the Human Relations Commission.
He asked Beth Simmons to highlight Chamber of Commerce activities. Simmons discussed the Young Professionals Network and the Staff Appreciation event planned for next Wednesday.

Councilman Turner – No report.

Councilman Gentry – The Councilman expressed concern over proposed legislation that would require cities to take over maintenance of State-maintained roads inside the City limits. He encouraged everyone to contact their legislators to oppose this bill.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham – The Mayor Pro Tem had no report, but he asked everyone to keep the Mayor and his family in their prayers in the passing of his sister-in-law.

Councilman Rucker – No report.

Councilwoman Zdanski – The Councilwoman referred to the draft of the March 17 minutes of the Historic Preservation Commission in the Council’s agenda packet. She pointed to the section of the minutes dealing with repairs needed at the Governor Reid House and asked Council members to read them.
The Councilwoman thanked Michael Pearce for his work with the Reidsville Appearance Commission and keeping that group informed about various projects from Market Square to Clean Sweep. She noted that Mr. Greer had attended the last RAC meeting to help with the problem of shopping carts being left around his business after people drop off recyclables there. She also noted that in May, there will be a joint meeting with the Eden Appearance Commission.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham noted that those shopping carts can be found all over. He said his church had returned about 20 to stores, and personnel there acted as if they didn’t care.

Councilman Gentry then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to adjourn at approximately 8:35 p.m.






________________________________________







James K. Festerman, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________

 Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk
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