MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14, 2007 AT 3:00 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor James K. Festerman


Mayor Pro-Tem Donald L. Gorham


Councilman John H. Gentry

Councilman John Henderson 

Councilman George O. Rucker

Councilman Clark Turner


Councilwoman Joan Zdanski


                                                                         

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                      
None

CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                    
D. Kelly Almond, City Manager
                                                                                    Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk
                                                                                    William F. McLeod Jr., City Attorney


                                                                        Michael Pearce, Community Development Director



Donna Setliff, Assistant Community



   Development Director


                                                                        
                                                                       Mayor Festerman called the meeting to order at 3:00 P.M. The Mayor asked Rev. Michael Jordan, pastor of Woodmont United Methodist Church, Reidsville, to provide the invocation. The Reverend recited “The Morning Prayer,” which had been written by a friend of his.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

Mayor Festerman and Council members then led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

Work Session Cancelled.

The Mayor said as a matter of housekeeping, the work session scheduled at the end of today’s meeting has been cancelled.

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS:

RECOGNITION OF FORMER PUBLIC WORKS EMPLOYEE ALGIE GAY PRUITT, WHO RETIRED FEBRUARY 1, 2007 WITH 30 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE CITY.

Mayor Festerman asked Algie Gay Pruitt, who recently retired with 30 years of service in the City’s Public Works Department, and his former supervisor Lindsey Tuttle to come forward. He read a Certificate of Recognition for Pruitt. (A COPY OF THE PROCLAMATION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OFTHESE MINUTES.)
Mayor Festerman asserted that the City is “losing a good one.” Tuttle said Pruitt was a good employee and will be missed.

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA.

The Mayor asked if there were any items that needed to be pulled from the Consent Agenda? Councilman Henderson asked that Item No. 3 be pulled for a full explanation regarding the demolition costs.
Councilman Turner then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Gentry and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1, 2 and 4.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 - APPROVAL OF THE FEBRUARY 14, 2007 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES.
With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved the February 14, 2007 regular meeting minutes.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 - APPROVAL OF TWO RESOLUTIONS OF INTENT TO CONSIDER CLOSING THE FOLLOWING: AN UNOPENED ALLEY RUNNING BETWEEN EAST MOREHEAD STREET AND TOWNES STREET (SC 2007-2) AND AN UNOPENED ALLEY ACCESSED BY TOWNES STREET (SC 2007-3). THESE RESOLUTIONS OF INTENT CALL FOR A PUBLIC HEARING ON THESE TWO PROPOSED STREET CLOSINGS AT THE COUNCIL’S REGULAR APRIL 11, 2007 MEETING. 

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved the following two Resolutions of Intent:


RESOLUTION OF INTENT

A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE INTENTION OF THE

CITY COUNCIL TO CONSIDER CLOSING

AN ALLEY RUNNING BETWEEN EAST MOREHEAD STREET

AND TOWNES STREET

(SC2007-2)

WHEREAS, G.S. 160A-299 authorizes the City Council to close public streets and alleys; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council considers it advisable to conduct a public hearing for the purpose of giving consideration to close an unopened alley between East Morehead Street and Townes Street.    

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council that:

(1) A meeting will be held at 3:00 P.M. on Wednesday, April 11, 2007, in City Hall Council Chambers, 230 West Morehead Street, to consider a resolution to close an unopened alley running between East Morehead Street and Townes Street.  The alley is 10 feet wide and 150 feet long. The right-of-way is further described as:

Commencing at a point in the southeast quadrant of the intersection of rights-of-way of East Morehead Street and South Branch Street, thence easterly along the southern right-of-way of  East Morehead Street approximately 150 feet to a point at its intersection with the western margin of a unopened alley, the point of beginning, said point also being the northeast corner of Rockingham County tax parcel 8905-19-61-4347, thence southerly along the western margin of said alley approximately 160 feet to a point at its intersection with the northern right-of-way of Townes Street, said point also being the southeast corner of tax parcel 8905-19-61-4247, thence easterly along the northerly right-of-way of Townes Street to a point at its intersection with the eastern margin of said alley, said point also being the southwest corner of tax parcel 8905-19-61-6206, thence northerly along the eastern margin of said alley approximately 160 feet to a point at its intersection with the southern right-of-way of East Morehead Street, said point also being the northwest corner of tax parcel 8905-19-61-6306, thence westerly along the southern right-of-way of East Morehead Street to the point of beginning and being all of an unopened alley which is situated approximately 150 feet east of South Branch Street and runs southerly from East Morehead Street approximately 160 feet to Townes Street.

(2)
The City Clerk is hereby directed to publish this Resolution of Intent once a week for four successive weeks in The Reidsville Review.

(3) The City Clerk is further directed to transmit by registered or certified mail to each owner of property abutting upon that portion of said street a copy of this Resolution of Intent.

(4)
The City Clerk is further directed to cause adequate notices of this Resolution of Intent and the scheduled public hearing to be posted as required by G.S. 160A-299.

This the 14th day of March, 2007.

/s/__________________________________

   James K. Festerman

Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_________________________________________

Angela G. Stadler, CMC

          City Clerk 


RESOLUTION OF INTENT

A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE INTENTION OF THE

CITY COUNCIL TO CONSIDER CLOSING

AN ALLEY ACCESSED BY TOWNES STREET

(SC2007-3)

WHEREAS, G.S. 160A-299 authorizes the City Council to close public streets and alleys; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council considers it advisable to conduct a public hearing for the purpose of giving consideration to close an unopened alley accessed by Townes Street.    

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council that:

(2) A meeting will be held at 3:00 P.M. on Wednesday, April 11, 2007, in City Hall Council Chambers, 230 West Morehead Street, to consider a resolution to close an unopened alley accessed by Townes Street.  The alley is 10 feet wide and 150 feet long. The right-of-way is further described as:

Commencing at a point in the southeast quadrant of the intersection of rights-of-way of South Branch Street and Townes Street (formally Park Drive), thence easterly along the southern right-of-way of Townes Street approximately 150 feet to a point at its intersection with the western margin of a unnamed alley, the Point of Beginning, said point also being the northeast corner of lot 1B as shown on Map of Park Hill Development by S. B. Dameron, dated June 1924 and recorded in Plat Book 03, Page 100 of the Rockingham County Register of Deeds, thence southerly along the western margin of said alley S 04 deg. 15 min.W approximately 50 feet to a point at the southwest corner of said alley, said point also being the southeast corner of lot 1A, thence easterly along the southern end of said alley to a point at its intersection with the eastern margin of said alley, said point also being the southwest corner of lot 26B, thence northerly along the eastern margin of said alley N 04 deg. 15 min. E approximately 50 feet to a point at intersection with the southern right-of-way of Townes Street, said point also being the northwest corner of lot 26A, thence westerly along the southern right-of-way of said street to the point of beginning and being all of a unnamed alley which is situated approximately 150 feet East of  South Branch Street and runs southerly from Townes Street approximately 50 feet.

(2)
The City Clerk is hereby directed to publish this Resolution of Intent once a week for four successive weeks in The Reidsville Review.

(4) The City Clerk is further directed to transmit by registered or certified mail to each owner of property abutting upon that portion of said street a copy of this Resolution of Intent.

(4)
The City Clerk is further directed to cause adequate notices of this Resolution of Intent and the scheduled public hearing to be posted as required by G.S. 160A-299.

This the 14th day of March, 2007.

/s/__________________________________

    James K. Festerman

Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_________________________________________

Angela G. Stadler, CMC

          City Clerk 

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 4 - APPROVAL OF BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 13, WHICH APPROPRIATES FUNDS TO BEGIN PHASE TWO OF THE GREENWAYS CAPITAL PROJECT PARTIALLY FUNDED BY THE ANNIE PENN COMMUNITY TRUST.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved the following Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 13:
BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 13

     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on June 14, 2006 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2006-2007; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City's budget to appropriate funds to begin phase two of the Greenways Capital Project; 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on June 14, 2006 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.  That revenue account number 50-3986-0000, Greenways – Transfer from General Fund, be increased by $35,000.00; that revenue account number 50-3612-2000, Annie Penn Community Trust Grant, be increased by $35,000; that revenue account number 10-3991-0000, Appropriated Fund Balance, be increased by $35,000.00;  

Section 2. That expense account number 10-4930-9802, Transfer to the Greenways Capital Project, be increased by $35,000.00; that expense account number 50-4920-5940, Greenways Construction, be increased by $70,000.00; 
This the 14th day of March, 2007.

                        /s/____________________                                        

                                James K. Festerman    

                                        Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/____________________________                                   

    Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk

- End of Consent Agenda -

Council members then considered the pulled Consent Agenda Item No. 3.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 - APPROVAL OF BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 12, WHICH APPROPRIATES FUNDS FOR DEMOLITIONS, PUBLIC BUILDING MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS AND ALLOCATES POLICE DEPARTMENT CONTRIBUTIONS AND GRANTS.

Councilman Henderson asked the City Manager for a full explanation regarding the demolition costs.
City Manager Almond reminded Council members that this item was on the agenda last month, but it was pulled off and staff was asked to look specifically at the old Chamber of Commerce building. The City Manager acknowledged that the Chamber doesn’t like it to be called that and the building has served several purposes, as a bank and as the City’s old water treatment plant. He noted he was asked again to investigate the building and see if it could be renovated into public restrooms, perhaps for the City park that might one day be located behind City Hall. Several weeks ago, City building inspections staff and the Public Works Department went throughout the building. He said it is still staff’s recommendation to tear it down. He outlined the problems associated with the building, which he noted is too large just for public restrooms. He said the building’s all three levels would have to be made handicapped accessible. The walls are very thick, and the costs of renovating the building would be far in excess of the value of the building, especially to make it into public restrooms if that is what we want to do, City Manager Almond said. Councilman Henderson said he had just wanted further explanation.
Mayor Festerman asked if staff knew what would be the costs of demolition? The City Manager replied that staff was requesting over $50,000 to tear down this building and the Learning Center and remove all of the hazardous materials, including asbestos, etc.

Mayor Festerman made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve Consent Agenda Item No. 3.
Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 12 is approved as follows:
BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 12

     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on June 14, 2006 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2006-2007; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City's budget to appropriate funds for demolitions, public building maintenance and repairs, and allocate Police Department contributions and grants; 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on June 14, 2006 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.  That revenue account number 10-3413-2000, State Seizure Funds, be increased by $11,125.00; that revenue account number 10-3431-7000, Police Dept. Contributions, be increased by $1,710.00; that revenue account number 10-34-31-9010, Rockingham County Crime Commission Grant, be increased by $7,498.00; that revenue account 10-3431-8002, Grant NCLM, be increased by $1,250.00; that revenue account number 10-3991-0000, Appropriated Fund Balance, be increased by $70,500.00;  

Section 2. That expense account number 10-4350-4500, Demolition Costs, be increased by $57,000.00; that expense account number 10-4260-3510, Maintenance and Repairs – Public Buildings, be increased by $11,000.00; that expense account 10-4310-2605, Supplies, be increased by $1,250;  that expense account 10-4310-3520, Maintenance and Repairs – Police Equipment, be increased by $7,525; that expense account number 10-4310-4910, Police Dues and Subscriptions, be increased by $3,600.00; that expense account number 10-4312-2700, Police K-9 Supplies, be increased by $1,685.00; that expense account number 10-4314-2600, Community Police Supplies, be increased by $25; that expense account number 10-4314-1202, Community Police Overtime, be increased by $8,513.00; that expense account number 10-4314-1810, community Police FICA, be increased by $652.00; that expense account number 10-4314-1820, Community Police Retirement, be increased by $407.00; that expense account number 10-4314-1821, community Police 401-K, be increased by $426.00;

This the 14th day of March, 2007.

                     /s/ _____________________                                        

                             James K. Festerman    

                                      Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/____________________________                                   

    Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk

PUBLIC HEARINGS:
CONSIDERATION OF A STREET CLOSING ORDER FOR AN ALLEY RUNNING BETWEEN EAST MOREHEAD STREET AND NORTH BRANCH STREET (SC2007-1).
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham asked to be excluded from this item since he could personally benefit financially from the outcome since he is an adjacent property owner.
Mayor Festerman made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to exclude the Mayor Pro Tem from this agenda item.

Assistant Community Development Director Donna Setliff then started her report, noting that the alley under consideration for closing is 10 feet wide, 400 feet long and has no utilities along it. The alley is abutted by 13 properties, she added. Setliff also noted that the Planning Board unanimously recommended closing of the alley.

Councilman Henderson asked if the alley has a name? Setliff replied in the negative.

City Manager Almond said the reasoning behind the closing is that there is no public need for the alley. When alleys are closed, the property is split evenly among the adjacent property owners, it was noted.

Councilman Rucker asked if this alley doesn’t continue down to Townes Street? Setliff said it is all one alleyway but the next two sections would be considered at next month’s Council meeting.

Mayor Festerman opened the public hearing at 3:12 p.m. He asked if there was anyone in favor of the closing? No one came forward. He asked if there was anyone who wished to speak in opposition to the closing? Again, no one came forward, and the public hearing was closed at 3:13 p.m.

Councilman Turner then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker and unanimously approved in a 6-0 vote, to close the alley.

The following Street Closing Order was approved:

A RESOLUTION ORDERING THE CLOSING

OF AN UNOPENED ALLEY BETWEEN EAST MOREHEAD STREET

AND NORTH BRANCH STREET

STREET CLOSING ORDER

(SC2007-1)

WHEREAS, on the 14th day of  February, 2007, the City Council of the City of Reidsville directed the City Clerk to publish the Resolution of Intent of the City Council to consider the closing of an unopened alley between East Morehead Street and North Branch Street, in the Reidsville Review once each week for four successive weeks, such resolution advising the public that a meeting would be conducted in the City Hall Council Chambers on March 14, 2007; and

WHEREAS, the Reidsville City Council on the 14th day of February, 2007, ordered the City Clerk to notify all persons owning property abutting the unopened alley, being situated 160’ east of North Branch Street running north south between East Morehead Street and the 400 block of North Branch Street, with the alley being 10 feet wide and approximately 395 long, as shown on the county tax records, by registered or certified mail, enclosing with such notification a copy of the Resolution of Intent; and

WHEREAS, the City Clerk has advised the City Council that she sent a letter to each of the abutting property owners advising them of the day, time and place of the meeting of the closing of the unopened alley, running between East Morehead Street and North Branch Street, enclosing a copy of the Resolution of Intent, and advising the abutting property owners that the question as to closing would be acted upon, said letters having been sent by registered or certified mail; and

WHEREAS, the City Clerk has advised the City Council that adequate notices were posted on the applicable street as required by G.S. 160A-299; and

WHEREAS, after full and complete consideration of the matter and after having granted full and complete opportunity for all interested persons to appear and register any objections that they might have with respect to the closing of said area in the public hearing held on March 14, 2007, and;

WHEREAS, it now appears to the satisfaction of the City Council that the closing of said area is not contrary to the public interest, and that no individual owning property, either abutting the street or in the vicinity of the street or in the subdivision in which the street is located, will as a result of the closing by thereby deprived of a reasonable means of ingress and egress to his property;

NOW, THEREFORE, the unopened alley, running between East Morehead Street and North Branch Street, and further described below is hereby ordered closed, and all right, title, and interest that may be vested in the public to said area for street purposes is hereby released and quitclaimed to the abutting property owners in accordance with the provisions of G.S. 160A-299.  Said area is further described as:

Commencing at a point in the northeast quadrant of the intersection of rights-of-way of East Morehead Street and North Branch Street, thence easterly along the northern right-of-way of East Morehead Street S 87 ¼ deg. E 150 feet more or less to a point at its intersection with the western margin of a unopened alley, the point of beginning, said point also being the south east corner of Lot 6 as shown on Map of  Park Hill Development by S.B. Dameron, dated June 1924 and recorded in Plat Book 03, Page 100 of the Rockingham County Register of Deeds, thence northerly along the western margin of said alley and along the eastern lot lines of the following lots 6, 7, 8, 9A, 9B, 10A, 10B, 11A, 11B, 12A, 12B, 13A & 13B, N 04 deg. 15 min. E 400 feet more or less to a point in the southern right-of-way of Lytle Street, said point also being the northeast corner of lot 13B, thence easterly along the southern right-of-way of Lytle Street S 87 ¼ deg. E to a point at its intersection with the eastern margin of said alley, said point also being the northwest corner of lot 14A, thence southerly along the eastern margin of said alley and along the western lot lines of the following lots 4A, 14B, 15A, 15B, 16A, 16B, 17A, 17B, 18A, 18B, 19A, 19B, 20A, 20B, 21A & 21B, S 04 deg 15 min. W 400 feet more or less to a point at its intersection with the northern margin of East Morehead Street, said point also being the southwest corner of lot 21B, thence westerly along the northern right-of-way of said street N 87 ¼ deg. W to the point of beginning and also being all of an unopened alley which runs northerly from East Morehead Street to Lytle Street and is 150 feet more or less east of North Branch Street.  

The City Clerk is hereby ordered and directed to file in the Office of the Register of Deeds of Rockingham County a certified copy of this resolution and order.

Upon motion duly made by ______________________________ and duly seconded by __________________________________, the above resolution was duly adopted by the Reidsville City Council at a meeting held on the 14th day of March, 2007, in the City Hall Council Chambers:

Upon call for a vote the following Council members voted in the affirmative:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


and the following Council members voted in the negative: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This the 14th day of March, 2007, at ________o'clock.

/s/__________________________________

              James K. Festerman,  Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_________________________________

      Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk

- End of Public Hearings -

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham then officially returned to the meeting.

CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST BY THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR TO DEMOLISH 412 STADIUM DRIVE. 
Community Development Director Michael Pearce explained that staff is requesting permission to vacate and demolish 412 Stadium Drive. After receiving a number of complaints about the dwelling, the City’s Codes Inspector inspected the property and found serious violations of the City’s Minimum Housing Code, Pearce said. A title search found that the property owner was Harold Holt Hart, who is deceased, but his last known address was 412 Stadium Drive, Pearce continued.
Notice of a hearing with the Codes Inspector was advertised in the Reidsville Review on November 5, 2006, and the property posted. No lien holders were listed on the deed, Pearce said. No one attended the November 30, 2006 hearing.

An Order to demolish the dwelling was advertised in the Reidsville Review on December 3, 2006, and the property posted, Pearce continued. Ninety days was given to demolish the dwelling. The 90 days expired on March 1, 2007, he said.

Pearce explained that the order required demolition of the dwelling because the estimated cost of repairs ($29,337) exceeded 50% of the value of the building ($22,500).

The Community Development Director said there is some confusion with this property in that Mr. Hart’s name continues to be on the deed even though he died in 1989. Property taxes of $2,088.06 are owed on the property, he said. Four people and five dogs are living on the property, but staff has no way of knowing what kind of situation this is since the owner died in 1989. The water is on, paid up to this date and listed under Mrs. Ira Barwick, but staff is not sure who she is, Pearce said. An Edith Barwick, who was the sister of Mr. Holt, died in 1995, he added.

Pearce said this is a dilapidated property that needs to come down. He said staff has done everything legal that needs to be done to notify anybody that would have any claim on the property. He noted that the language in the ordinance today is a little unusual because it has language to “vacate” and demolish the building. If the ordinance is approved, staff would serve notice to the occupants of the building to vacate it within 30 days. If they don’t vacate within 30 days, the City will proceed with the summary ejection order.
Councilman Rucker asked if the lights are on? Pearce said the power is on although he didn’t think the heating system was working. Pearce said that Council could see from the pictures provided that there has been some outside painting, but the structural conditions remain the same, including a lot of water damage, etc. The cost of repairs still exceeds 50% of the value of the home, he said.

Questions were raised about the pictures included in the agenda packet. Pearce said those pictures were taken last week.

Pearce informed Council that he had asked Police Capt. Guilio Dattero to be here today to discuss any situations Council might need to hear about involving the occupants as well as problems they’ve had with that particular dwelling. Mayor Festerman asked if the occupants have had a conversation with him regarding this? Pearce said, not him personally, and he said he didn’t know if any of the occupants are here today.
Councilwoman Zdanski asked Capt. Dattero if this house has been the object of police investigation and intervention? Capt. Dattero replied in the affirmative, saying there has been activity there recently. Councilwoman Zdanski asked the Captain to fill them in on some of the situations. She said that one could see from the pictures that the house is not suitable for human habitation. 

Capt. Dattero said the house has been “an ongoing source of aggravation” for the Police Department for several years. The neighbors are very frustrated with it as well, he said. He said police have received well over 50 calls for service to this residence in the last couple of years. These calls have involved a variety of kinds of crimes, which are typical of residences that are the subject of drug investigations, he said, including vandalisms, loud music, disturbance calls, fights, etc. He said the department has been aggressively investigating this property and its occupants, and some lower level arrests have been made. Capt. Dattero described the dwelling as more of a users haven than a transaction haven for drugs as well as a site for prostitution. He said there are ongoing challenges there.
Mayor Festerman questioned where this house was located in relationship to the Habitat for Humanity house. It was noted it is across the street.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker and unanimously approved in a 7-0 vote, to demolish 412 Stadium Drive.
The Ordinance as approved follows:
O R D I N A N C E

  BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED:

  WHEREAS, on the 30th day of November, 2006 at 10:00 a.m., the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina conducted a hearing on violations of Chapter 4, Article II, Housing Code, Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4.26, for the property located at 412 Stadium Drive, Reidsville, North Carolina Tax Map No. 8905-18-32-3322-00.  The Complaint and Notice of Hearing was delivered by posting said property on November 2, 2006 and by publication in the Reidsville Review on November 5, 2006.  Said owner being Harold Holt Hart deceased, last address being 412 Stadium Drive, Reidsville, NC.  

WHEREAS, no one appeared at said hearing and whereas a copy of the Order of the Code Enforcement Inspector was served on the owner by posting said property on November 30, 2006 and by publication in the Reidsville Review on December 3, 2006.   The Order allowed said owners to demolish and remove the above structure on or before March 1, 2007, and whereas there has been insufficient compliance with said Order in that said structure has not been demolished or removed, and remains dilapidated and unfit for human habitation, and constitutes a public health, safety, and fire hazard;

 NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to the Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4-29 (c), the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina is hereby ordered to cause the above structure located at 412 Stadium Drive, Reidsville, North Carolina, to be vacated, demolished and removed, in pending demolition and removal to be placarded said structure as provided by N.C.G. S. 160A443 and Section 4-29 (b) of the Reidsville Code of Ordinances.


This is the 14th day of March, 2007.

/s/_____________________________________

    James K. Festerman, Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________________________

    Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk

CONSIDERATION OF BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS:
City Manager Almond distributed the ballots for the board and commission appointments.
While the City Manager was passing the ballots out, Mayor Festerman announced that he has received word from the Rockingham County Commissioners that they have appointed Ralph W. “Nick” Nickerson of 621 Mangum Road, Reidsville, as the Reidsville Planning Board’s ETJ member. Mr. Nickerson will serve for a five-year term.

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT. 

City Manager Almond noted that the items listed on his report are for information only.
He said he did want to speak about the downtown meeting held yesterday. He said it was extremely gratifying to see a broad spectrum of the community coming out to take part in the design charrette. The charrette began at 9 a.m. and ended at 7:30 p.m. All day long there was an interested stream of people, not only people who wanted to find out what was going on but also people who wanted to lend or express their support for what the Council is doing and the Downtown Corporation and downtown merchants. He said he didn’t know of anything he had been involved in during the past 15-20 years that had created so much excitement and positive energy as what is going on in the downtown area. He said it was just really, really good to see so many Reidsville people out there. A lot of good ideas came out of it. The next step is for the consultant to take those ideas and put them into a plan and action steps before coming back to the Downtown Corporation and the City Council. A person new to the process suggested that even the discarded ideas be listed in case someone else wanted to implement them later on. City Manager Almond thanked the City Council for its support as well as the broad cross section of the community that had come out for it.
The Mayor agreed and said he wanted to recognize Ms. Spencer for organizing it and keeping everyone on schedule.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS.

Mayor Festerman asked City Clerk Angela Stadler for the results of the board and commission voting. The City Clerk said there may have been some confusion among Council members regarding the Planning Board vacancy. Two Council members voted for both applicants although there is only one vacancy. She said the confusion may have resulted from the ETJ position being open.

It was decided that the City Clerk would leave and get new ballots for a re-vote. Council members waited for her to return. Once she returned, the ballots were distributed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS.

Mr. Moore discusses secret meetings.
Mr. Richard Moore, a businessman at 217 Turner Drive, Reidsville, said he understands a couple of things. He told Mayor Festerman that the Mayor always gets the last word in this forum. The other thing he understands is that “no matter what you do, you’ll get elected because you have millions to my pennies. You always win,” he said. He said he offers that as a disclaimer every time he comes up here.
Mr. Moore then read from General Statute 143-318.9 , Public Policy, which dealt with what constitutes public meetings and public bodies. He gave an example of what is not considered a public body, which would be a meeting solely of City staff. 

Mr. Moore said Council knows what he is talking about, which he described as “illegal secret meetings” that have been conducted with citizen advisory meetings. He said they are a violation of the law. He cited as an example when County Manager Tom Robinson held meetings regarding the equestrian center that were not publicized and were conducted in secret. When it was uncovered and he was confronted with it, the County Manager never denied that those were public meetings, Mr. Moore said. He and the County Attorney never denied that the citizen advisory committee was a public body.
The City Attorney let Mr. Moore know his time to speak was up.

Councilman Henderson discusses photo.

Councilman Henderson said he didn’t know if this was the time or not, but he wanted to make a statement concerning a photo taken of three members of this Council. The Councilman said he had asked that a copy of this picture be given to each member of this Council. The Mayor, saying he had no objection to Mr. Henderson doing that, asked that the Councilman hold off until they got to the part of the meeting for Council Members’ Reports. Councilman Henderson agreed.
ANNOUNCEMENT OF BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS.

(A) New Reidsville Housing Authority Board (Mayoral Appointment) – No action taken.

 (B) Planning Board – City Clerk Angela G. Stadler announced that Mr. Keith Handy of 2604 Ashcroft Drive, Reidsville, was re-appointed to a second term in a 6-1 vote. Ms. Laverne Fountain of 1503 Vance Street received one vote. (A COPY OF THE BALLOTS ARE HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)

COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS.

Councilman Henderson – The Councilman said he attended the Human Relations Commission and Chamber of Commerce meetings last month but had nothing in particular to bring to Council from those meetings.
Statement regarding photo.
Councilman Henderson said he had asked that a copy of the photo be given to each Council member. He asked if they had received them, to which several replied that they did. 
Councilman Henderson said, “Mr. Mayor, it seems to me that members of this Council, particularly the minority members of this Council, cannot attend an open session of a group of elected officials without being humiliated.” Councilman Henderson said he  probably should not have been surprised when this picture was taken and placed on the Internet. He said that he would assume that by this time, this type of vulgarity depicting racism would not have existed within the City. He said he is still amazed that an individual takes the opportunity to espouse constitutional rights but fails to salute the flag during the times the flag is saluted. He said he is amazed that men and women have died for that opportunity and that privilege, and we still have people who walk in their blood and ignore the sacrifices that they have made. “I am not angry, and I’m hoping that you are not angry,” he said, “but I must alert you to the fact that we still have not reached the days of complete understanding of each other.” He said there is still a certain amount of Klan mentality that still exists within our City.
Councilman Turner – No report.

Councilman Gentry – The Councilman thanked Annie Penn Community Trust for its support of the Teen Center. He said this represented people working together for the good of the community. He thanked them for that. He noted that when the center gets local grants, it helps when the center applies for other grants because it shows the project has local support.

The Councilman said he also attended a brownfields workshop in Greensboro. It looked like Eden, Reidsville and Lexington might be helped by some of the changes.
Mayor Festerman stated that the Teen Center had received excellent support from the Annie Penn Community Trust. It was decided that a letter would be drafted for all Council members to sign thanking the Trust for its support.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham – He  noted that at the February 21st Planning Board meeting, Creekside Manufactured Home Park off of Pickrell Road had planned new modifications, but did not submit the requested changes in time for staff to review so the request was delayed. 
The Mayor Pro Tem also apologized for not being able to attend the meeting on March 13, but he has been “under the weather” since last Wednesday.  He said he still supports the downtown.
Mayor Festerman – The Mayor said he wanted everyone to know that he takes the Open Meetings Law very seriously. Before entering into these group meetings, the City had received direction from the Institute of Government regarding this matter. He said that department heads can ask the advice of citizens, etc.  The Mayor noted that the people who were invited to take part in these “secret meetings” as they have been referred to numerous times, were not appointed by this board. It is clear from the Institute of Government that any department head can seek advice, and it does not require public meeting notice, he said. The Mayor said he clearly respects that and would never knowingly violate that law or any other law.
Councilman Rucker – The Councilman said he couldn’t attend the last meeting of the Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission.

He asked for an update on the Vance Street project from the City Manager. City Manager Almond said he hoped with the weather they’re having now, that there wouldn’t be any more delay. It is hoped it will be finished by the end of this fiscal year (June 30) although he hoped it would be a whole lot sooner than that. He said the moving of the utility poles was the biggest reason for the delay. Councilman Rucker asked if there would be the same problems on North Scales Street. The City Manager said the City had “learned a lot of lessons” on Vance Street.

Councilwoman Zdanski – The Councilwoman said that she needed to pass on to all of the Council members, how appreciative the attendees to the design charrette yesterday were to Council for all of its efforts. She noted that this was something they enjoy being attached to.
At last month’s Historic Preservation Commission meeting, a Certificate of Appropriateness was received. Mr. Russell Collier, on behalf of Anthony Davis, the owner of 702 Lindsey Street who lives in Washington state, asked to replace the windows of the house, the Councilwoman explained. The Certificate was approved for the two over two grid windows. 
The Historic Preservation Commission also continues to take care of the Governor Reid House. A bronze plaque has been ordered for homes maintaining historic significance The appreciation signs, a project of Jim Jackson, will be continued when he gets back. The Commission’s 2007-08 budget was also discussed.
The Reidsville Appearance Commission met February 22. The group continues to work on the “We’ve Noticed” signs and the “Pride & Participation” spots. Councilwoman Zdanski noted that at 10 a.m. on March 17, the Commission will be planting along the Jaycee Park greenway. There will also be a release soon about the remarkable trees program. The RAC has also inititated an ambitious work plan, which includes quarterly speakers, a speakers bureau, new brochures, remarkable trees, Pride & Participation spots, Adopt-A-Block, a litter contest and recycling.
Mayor Festerman – Noting that it is probably correct that he does get the last word, the Mayor said to Councilman Henderson that he knows that he faces a lot of criticism because of his actions on the Council. However, the Mayor said that he knows after having the opportunity to serve with him, that he appreciates the work Councilman Henderson does and there are people from all segments of the community who value his services to the community. He said he knows that this is sometimes discouraging to Councilman Henderson, but he said the Council appreciates it and the community appreciates his services to the community.
Councilwoman Zdanski said that we all need to be proud of those First Amendment rights, but there are times when it is very hurtful. She said people do stand behind that; however, the Council has to be bigger and take the challenge that they throw at us. Working together for almost 14 years, she said she could say she was proud to be working with all the Council members.

Discussion of Mini-Retreat Dates.

Council members agreed to meet at 8 a.m. on Monday, March 19, for a mini-retreat. After a brief discussion, it was decided today’s meeting would be recessed until that time.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Gentry, to recess today’s meeting until 8 a.m. Monday, March 19, in the first-floor conference room of City Hall. The motion to recess was passed in a 7-0 vote at approximately 3:50 p.m.






____________________________________







James K. Festerman, Mayor

ATTEST:

___________________________________

   Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk
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