MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2009 AT 6:30 P.M.

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor James K. Festerman


Mayor Pro-Tem Donald L. Gorham


Councilman John H. Gentry


Councilman John Henderson


Councilman George O. Rucker

Councilman Clark Turner


Councilwoman Joan Zdanski


                                                                         

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                      
NONE 

CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                    
D. Kelly Almond, City Manager
                                                                                    Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk

William F. McLeod Jr., City Attorney

Donna Setliff, Assistant Community Development Director

Michael Pearce, Community Development Director

Mayor Festerman called the meeting to order and recognized the Rev. George Fox, Pastor of Baptist Temple Church. Following the invocation, the Mayor invited Rev. Fox to make a few brief comments about his church, which he did. Rev. Fox then asked to be excused, noting he had a commitment regarding a church member.

Mayor Festerman led in the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor Festerman asked if any Council members wanted any items pulled from the Consent Agenda for further consideration? None were offered.

Councilman Gentry then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Turner and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve the Consent Agenda.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 - APPROVAL OF THE FEBRUARY 10, 2009 SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES AND THE FEBRUARY 10, 2009 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved the February 10, 2009 Special Meeting Minutes and the February 10, 2009 Regular Meeting Minutes.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 - APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE CLERK TO INVESTIGATE A VOLUNTARY ANNEXATION PETITION FOR 1724 GIBBS ROAD AND A RESOLUTION FIXING THE DATE FOR A PUBLIC HEARING ON APRIL 14, 2009 AT 6:30 P.M. IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council combined the first two steps in the voluntary annexation request for 1724 Gibbs Road, which included approval of the Resolution Directing the Clerk to Investigate, accepting the Clerk’s Certificate of Sufficiency and approving the Resolution fixing the date for the public hearing as follows:

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE CLERK

TO INVESTIGATE A PETITION RECEIVED

UNDER G.S. 160A-31

1724 Gibbs Road


WHEREAS, a petition requesting annexation of an area described in said petition was received on February 11, 2009 by the City Council of the City of Reidsville; and


WHEREAS, G.S. 160A-31 provides that the sufficiency of the petition shall be investigated by the City Clerk before further annexation proceedings may take place; and


WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Reidsville deems it advisable to proceed in response to this request for annexation;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Reidsville that:


The City Clerk is hereby directed to investigate the sufficiency of the above described petition and to certify as soon as possible to the City Council the result of her investigation.


This the 10th day of March, 2009.









/s/__________________________









            James K. Festerman










           Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________________


Angela G. Stadler, CMC


          City Clerk

The Clerk’s Certificate of Sufficiency of the Petition as follows:

A09-01

CERTIFICATE OF SUFFICIENCY


To the City Council of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina:


I, Angela G. Stadler, CMC. City Clerk, do hereby certify that I have investigated the petition attached hereto and have found as a fact that said petition is signed by all owners of real property lying in the area described therein, in accordance with G.S. 160A-31.


In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the City of Reidsville, this 4th day of March, 2009.







/s/_________________________________








Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk

The Resolution fixing the public hearing date as follows:

RESOLUTION FIXING DATE OF PUBLIC HEARING

ON QUESTION OF ANNEXATION

 PURSUANT TO G.S. 160A-31

WHEREAS, a petition requesting annexation of the area described herein has been received; and


WHEREAS, the City Council has by resolution directed the City Clerk to investigate the sufficiency of the petition; and


WHEREAS, certification by the City Clerk as to the sufficiency of the petition has been made;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina that:


Section 1.
A public hearing on the question of annexation of the area described herein will be held at Reidsville City Hall, 230 West Morehead Street, at 6:30 P.M. on Tuesday, April 14, 2009.


Section 2.
The area proposed for annexation is described as follows:

BEGINNING at a point in the eastern right-of-way of Parkland Road at its intersection with the present city limits, said point being approximately 200 feet northeasterly from the northeast quadrant of the intersection of rights-of-way of Gibbs Road and Parkland Road, thence along the eastern right-of-way of Parkland Road N 26 deg. 59 min. 20 sec. E 21.67 feet more or less to a point, said point being the northwest corner of Lot 2 of the Branch Land Subdivision as recorded in Map Book 40, Page 34 of the Rockingham County Registry of Deeds, and the southwest corner of Lot 1, thence with the southern lotline of Lot 1 N 78 deg. 07 min. 55 sec. E 326.87 feet to a point, said point being the southeast corner of Lot 1 and the northeast corner of Lot 2, thence with the eastern lotline of Lot 2 S 22 deg. 30 min. 00 sec. E 248.7 feet more or less to a point in the present city limits, said point being 200 feet perpendicular from the northern right-of-way of Gibb Road, thence northwesterly 200 feet perpendicular to and parallel with the northern right-of-way of Gibbs Road 458 feet more or less to the point of beginning, and being the northern portion of Lot 2 which lies outside the present city limits and contains 1.28 acres more or less.


Section 3.
Notice of the public hearing shall be published in the Reidsville Review, a newspaper having general circulation in the City of Reidsville, at least ten (10) days prior to the date of the public hearing.


This the 10th day of March, 2009.


/s/______________________________









              James K. Festerman










           Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/______________________________

    Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk

- End of Consent Agenda -
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
CONSIDERATION OF A SPECIAL USE PERMIT MODIFICATION TO ALLOW THE CONSTRUCTION OF A FREESTANDING BUILDING AT THE BELMONT SQUARE SHOPPING CENTER, 1130 FREEWAY DRIVE. 
Prior to the public hearing, City Clerk Angela G. Stadler swore in Assistant Community Development Director Donna Setliff, John P. McCann and Allan Hill.
Setliff then reported that property owners of Belmont Square Shopping Center, 1130 Freeway Drive, had submitted a request to modify the Special Use Permit, which would allow a 9,310-square-foot free-standing building at the center. She explained that the building is proposed to be located to the north property line and would face south; therefore, the rear of the building would be along South Park Drive. Setliff said both the location and the orientation of the building are a concern to City staff. 
Freeway Drive, she noted, has three major shopping centers, including Belmont Square, and two neighborhood shopping centers. Setliff said that, except for kiosks, none of these shopping centers have free-standing detached buildings on their parcels. She added that there are some separate out-parcels at some of the existing shopping centers. She gave as examples the Shell gas station in front of Belmont Square, the Sagebrush and Wendy restaurants and a movie rental store. Setliff pointed out that none of these single buildings back up to an open street.
With these thoughts in mind, Setliff said one of the Four Findings of Fact that Council will need to consider is Fact #4, “that the location and the character of the use if developed according to the plan as submitted and approved will be in harmony with the area ….” She said staff contends the building would not be in harmony with the Freeway Drive, South Park Drive neighborhood. She commented that the Freeway Drive/South Park intersection is already heavily traveled, especially with the high school and middle school located on South Park. The Chairman of the Planning Board during its meeting expressed concerns about visibility and traffic at the location as well, Setliff said.
Setliff also pointed out that the fenced dumpster site pad is located at the northwest corner of the proposed building, which is at a main driveway entrance into the shopping center from South Park Drive. The dumpster pad will also take up part of the parking area although she noted that the center will still be in compliance with parking regulations. She just wanted to make Council aware of it, Setliff said.
Setliff stated that the City Council will need to go through all four Findings of Fact, which are included in her memo for their convenience. She pointed out that it is the applicant’s responsibility to present evidence to Council that will show that the store will fit into this neighborhood. Staff has stated it does not believe it will be in harmony with the area, but the applicant will have to address this, she said.
The Planning Board voted unanimously in favor of Findings #1 and #2, Setliff said.  For Findings #3 and #4, Planning Board members had six in favor and two against.

Always with a Special Use Permit, staff makes suggestions for SUP conditions, the Assistant Community Development Director said. Setliff said staff made several suggestions to Planning Board in this case regarding the Special Use Permit conditions. They were as follows:

1. The building must meet all applicable Building, Handicap and Fire Codes.

2.   The property must meet all Special Use Regulations per the Zoning Ordinance.

3.   All sides of the building to be aesthetically equal. 

4.   No mechanical equipment to be located outside of the building, except for the roof.

5.   No outside storage.

6.   Provide landscaping buffer along South Park Drive per site plan.

7.   Maintain fencing and landscaping buffer around dumpster pad per site plan.   Landscape buffer shall be the height of the fencing.

Setliff explained that the Planning Board changed condition #7, adding the wording to show that the landscape buffer shall be the “height of the fencing.”
Mayor Festerman questioned Setliff on the difference in Finding of Fact #3 between “adjoining” and “abutting.” She indicated that there really was no difference.
Councilman Henderson asked if staff felt the building was not in harmony with the Center? Setliff replied that staff contends the building will not be in harmony with the community because there is no other shopping center on Freeway Drive with a detached building on the same parcel as the shopping center. Staff, therefore, does not find it in harmony with the community in that area, she said.
There was a brief discussion of the kiosks that were available elsewhere, such as the coffee house and ATM/bank teller machines.

City Manager Almond asked Setliff if she could think of any other developments on Freeway Drive or South Park Drive where the building backs up to the street, even on an out-parcel. Setliff replied that there are no other buildings that back up to the street.
The Mayor asked Setliff if she had received any calls or heard concerns from neighbors about this? She indicated she had received a call prior to the Planning Board meeting.

Mayor Festerman then opened the public hearing at 6:40 p.m., asking if there was anyone who wished to speak in favor of the modification?

John McCann with Belmont Square Shopping Center, LLC of Richmond, Virginia, which is the owner of the shopping center, got up to speak. He noted that Belmont Square is an older shopping center at 21 years of age that has struggled in the last several years. In the last couple of years, Food Lion sales have improved, he said. The proposed building would house a Family Dollar Store, which is an opportunity to help revitalize the shopping center at this very important intersection. McCann added that it is very common in shopping center development to have L-shaped centers. With this building on the side of an existing strip, it makes the Center appear somewhat L-shaped, he added.
McCann said this would be a $700,000 investment in the community and that other upgrades, such as redoing the parking lot and upgrading the face of the Center, would be undertaken. The project is expected to produce $2 million in additional retail sales, which is important to the vitality of the shopping center. Regarding the parking, he said that the center would still have an enormous amount of parking, 40% more parking than is required of the City Code for a shopping center. Even when the Family Dollar store is constructed, there will be about six parking spaces per 1,000 feet of retail space, which is 20% more parking than shopping centers typically have, McCann said.
Allan Hill of Triad Design was the engineer/architect for the building, he said. He will point out that the building will be 75 feet back from the South Park Drive paving and will be fairly well screened from the street, McCann said.

McCann offered to answer any questions.

Councilman Rucker told McCann he was concerned about the back of the store facing South Park. He asked if the developers had considered putting the store on the upper side of the parking lot, facing South Park Drive. McCann said that had been considered, but the parcel is deeper on the South Park Drive side than the upper or south side, and Food Lion would not approve a plan to put a building in that location.
Councilman Rucker asked if they would have any kind of fencing behind the back of it or would it be a naked back. McCann stressed that the building will be masonry fully screened with the roof screening the back and have landscaping at least six feet high along South Park Drive. It will be like a buffer, he responded to a question from Councilman Rucker.
Mayor Festerman questioned McCann about jobs. McCann said he has been told there will be 15 employees, some of which will be part-time. He said these would be new jobs; Family Dollar is not planning to close any other stores and relocating employees.

Councilman Henderson asked if there will be any type of opening on the South Park Drive side? Upon clarification by Councilman Henderson, McCann replied in the negative, saying there would not be a door on the back of the building. He added that the Fire Code requires a door on the side of the building, which will go into the dumpster enclosure. Deliveries will come in the front door, he said.
Allan Hill, the Chief Civil Engineer and Associate with Triad Design Group representing Mr. McCann and Belmont Shopping Center, showed Council members a site plan, which indicated the closest corner of the building to South Park Drive is at least 75 feet away. There is a 40-foot setback from the right-of-way line, he added. 

The Mayor interrupted and asked him to speak up. The engineer reiterated that the closest corner of the building is 75 feet from the edge of South Park. He then showed Council members an enlarged site plan that showed a little more detail.

Hill stated that Planning staff had been concerned about the screening of the back of the building so they were providing additional landscaping, which wraps around the back side of the dumpster. He said it was a condition of the Planning Board that the screening has to be at least 8 feet in height at the time of planting so they aren’t planning on putting out some small trees, which will grow to the specified height in a couple of years. They will be 8 feet high at time of planting, he said.
The dumpster, the engineer said, will be screened not only with landscaping but also with a screen that goes around it with gates. He showed Council members a third map, which shows the elevation of the front and the rear of the building. Hill said their plan is for this building to look similar to the existing shopping center building in design. 
Hill said that when a lot of people think of masonry buildings, they think of cinderblock buildings.  He said he knows that on a lot of shopping centers, if you go to the back it is just painted cinderblock. The engineer said this is not the case here. All four elevations of the building will be brick overtop of a split-face masonry unit. He said this is a “roughed up,” more architecturally appealing masonry unit. As you can see from the elevations, all four sides of the building will be of the same material, Hill said. He said he thought that was one of the conditions they had to meet.

Another condition was that they could have no equipment, no mechanical equipment, on the ground outside the building.  They accomplished this by placing all of the mechanical equipment for the building on the roof of the building, Hill explained. The building will have a fiberglass shingle roof, which will house the equipment and will be screened completely by the roof, he said. 

Hill noted that there is no outside storage for this building as required and no loading dock on the building. Delivery trucks will bring the product through the front or side of the building. He said there is no designated loading dock on the building.
Hill said he believed they had addressed all the concerns of the Planning staff. He said he felt Planning Board was satisfied that they had met the conditions, and he asked that Council consider this project for Reidsville.
Councilwoman Zdanski asked that for those traveling west, they will make a right turn onto Freeway Drive, past the Shell station, onto South Park, the first thing they will see on the elevation is shrubbery and the backdrop for the dumpster. If going the other way, coming east, turning left, people will see the same sight, she asked. Hill said yes, if approaching from the intersection, the landscaped screen will wrap around. He pointed to the back corner of the building, which he said wouldn’t be seen if a driver was coming from Freeway Drive onto South Park. From the opposite direction, they will see the full side view of the building, he said, because the landscaping does not wrap around.  Councilwoman Zdanski said if you were on the same foundation as South Park, there would be lesser visibility of the building, she questioned. He said with the building being elevated and the landscaping being 8 feet tall, the person’s line of sight from their vehicle would have them looking over the trees and seeing less of the building. He demonstrated from one of the sketches he had provided.
City Manager Almond, noting that Councilman Henderson had asked earlier about a back door to which the answer had been “no,” but the drawing shows a back door. Hill stated that is correct, that there is an extra exit at the rear of the building. This door enters into a storage area, he said, and by North Carolina building codes, you are not allowed to have a required exit through a storage area so that is the reason for it. 
City Manager Almond asked how a truck will get to the dumpster. Hill showed him on the map how the trucks would pull in.
Councilman Henderson asked, there will be no driveway onto South Park Drive? Hill said there are no additional driveways from South Park Drive.

Mayor Festerman asked if they had considered how this might impact the water runoff situation here? Hill said, yes sir, noting that they had to look at that as part of their design process. He added that they will be creating a little more grassed area than there is now; therefore, it is either a dead-even swap or they are creating more green space.
The Mayor then asked if there was anyone else who wished to speak in favor? No one came forward. He asked if anyone wanted to speak in opposition? No one came forward. The public hearing was closed at 7 p.m.

Council members then voted on the four Findings of Fact as stated by the Mayor:

(1) that the use will not materially endanger the public health or safety if located where proposed and developed according to the plan as submitted and approved; -- Approved 7-0
(2)
that the use meets all required conditions and specifications; -- Approved 7-0
(3)
that the use will not substantially injure the value of adjoining or abutting property, or that the use is a public necessity; and, --

Failed 6-1
(4) that the location and the character of the use if developed according to the plan as submitted and approved will be in harmony with the area in which it is to be located and in general conformity with the Comprehensive Plan for Reidsville and its environs. – Failed 7-0 

Mayor Festerman asked staff that from his understanding, they needed to go no further? He told that was correct. The Mayor said the request has been denied.
CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING ASSESSMENT ROLL AND LEVYING ASSESSMENTS FOR A CURB AND GUTTER PROJECT ON BOTH SIDES OF LEMAR DRIVE FROM BRIARWOOD STREET TO CYPRESS DRIVE.
In making the staff report, City Manager Almond noted that this is the final step in the assessment process for the curb and guttering of Lemar Drive between Briarwood Street and Cypress Drive. He said this was based on a valid petition signed by 67% of the property owners representing 65% of the front footage. He added that he didn’t know of any time when the Council had ever turned down a valid petition. He stated that the cost would be $14 per foot.
Mayor Festerman asked the City Manager to elaborate on the last sentence in the first paragraph of his memo to Council, which indicated that while the project had been completed about a year later, due to changes in personnel, it fell through the cracks and the final step never taken.

City Manager Almond said that the people involved at the time are no longer with the City. The Mayor asked if steps have been taken to ensure it doesn’t happen again? The City Manager indicated in the affirmative, adding that to his knowledge, this has never happened before.

Mayor Festerman opened the public hearing at 7:05 p.m. by asking if there was anyone who wished to speak in favor of the Resolution? No one came forward. He asked if there was anyone who wished to speak in opposition?
Mr. Armenous Adams of 2302 Lemar Drive came forward. Noting that he was an employee of the North Carolina Department of Revenue, Mr. Adams said if his department didn’t assess at the time, they couldn’t go back and try to assess it later. He said he knew the City has a right to assess the work because they signed the petition but doing so five years after the job is completed, is kind of ridiculous. He said if it was a mistake on an employee’s part, he understood that, but sometimes you have to take  responsibility. He said what is right is right, but what is wrong is wrong. Mr. Adams concluded by saying he could have paid off the assessment by now.

Mayor Festerman asked staff whether the amount assessed included interest? City Manager Almond said interest only accrues after the first year that the assessments are levied. 
The Mayor asked if there was any statute of limitations? The City Manager replied in the negative.

Mayor Festerman asked if there was anyone else who wished to speak in opposition?

Rev. Ralph Clayton, pastor of Covington Memorial Wesleyan Church, 3218 Vance Street Extension, said he had concerns. In the initial talks, due to the fact that a large number of people parked where their property is located, they asked that some things be taken care, and they were not taken care of, he said.
Rev. Clayton also said he was told at that time that the price was much lower than this (what was listed on the assessment roll) by Mr. Almond. He said he had problems with this because the church property did not actually get curbing in front of its property – just concrete that washes down – and it is on their property where all the water is fed. He said that is his concern, and he thought there should be consideration for that. He said at that time, the engineer came out and talked with him about that. He said he would appreciate if there would be some consideration for that.
City Manager Almond asked Rev. Clayton what type of cost he remembers being quoted? Rev. Clayton said he thought it was about $840 at that time. In response to a question from the City Manager, he said he did not remember the price per foot quoted to him.

City Manager Almond said as he recalled it, the reason the curb and guttering wasn’t done was at the church’s request because you wanted that property not to have it. The City did what they asked, the City Manager said. Rev. Clayton said yes, except for the parking that the people in the community use. City Manager Almond said the other request he remembered the church had dealt with the draining situation in the lower parking area. He said there was a drainage situation that existed before the water ever got to the road, and the City has a policy that it can’t do drainage work on private property on the upstream side. He said that is why the work wasn’t done. Rev. Clayton asked if some consideration could be given on that.
Mayor Festerman said there needed to be some clarification on the price quoted at that time. He said they wanted everyone to pay what was due at that time. City Manager Almond agreed, “absolutely.”
City Manager Almond said he didn’t believe the City had raised the cost of curb and gutter for several years, but they would go back and check and make sure. He said he didn’t have that information with him right now.

Upon a question from the Mayor, City Manager Almond said that staff was asked to leave a driveway lip there but no curb and gutter. The church has a concrete apron in front of it, he said.
Mr. James Marks of 2307 Lemar Drive came forward. He said he was currently trying to sell his house. In these economic times, trying to sell a house right now is challenging, he said, and now going back to these people and saying there is this bill to lay on top of you,  makes it even more of a challenge. Five years ago, economically, he was in a much better shape to write a check to the City. At this time, times are a little tough, and right now, it’s going to be an issue for him to write a check. He said he feels like I’m paying for someone else’s mistake.
Mayor Festerman asked if there was anyone else who wished to speak? No one came forward, and the public hearing was closed at 7:13 p.m.

City Manager Almond apologized, but he noted that sometimes these kinds of things happen, and it did. He said he had no good excuse except that it “slipped through the cracks.” He asked that City Council take no action on this tonight so that he could check and make sure that the cost in the package was what was quoted at the time. Rev. Clayton had raised a question, and he didn’t have access to that information right now, so he asked Council to delay so that he could make sure the cost quoted was correct. The figure on the assessment roll -- $1700 – is double what Rev. Clayton believed had been quoted so they wanted to check into it. Regarding the fairness of it, they did assess it a long time afterwards, and he had no explanation than to say it “slipped through the cracks,” and apologize for it. However, he stressed that the value of the project is the same, perhaps even more so now. Again, he said he was sorry that it had happened. City Manager Almond also stressed that staff, upon discovering the mistake, had to honor its commitment to City Council and alert them of it.

Mayor Festerman asked if the City can legally not assess? City Manager Almond said the Council can undertake projects without a petition and not assess for the overall general public good, but he said he was unaware of any project Council had done without that. The Mayor reminded him of a project on Port McCoy, which the City Manager noted was a water/sewer project, not a curb and gutter project. The City Manager noted that the City needed to be consistent from one project to another. 
Councilman Gentry made the motion to table the issue and bring it back.
The Councilman said he’d like to be sure. He said this is our mistake, and the City needed to take a hard look at it. He said the citizens had a point that five years ago, someone may have been working full time and right now, it’s a different ballgame. He said he thought the City should take a hard look and work out what it can. He said the City needed to be fair and make sure these people had a method of payment. He said he didn’t think it was fair because five years ago, they could have paid it and now they can’t. He said it hits him wrong.
Councilman Rucker asserted that these people shouldn’t have to pay for this mistake.

Mayor Festerman then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker, not to proceed with the assessment of this, to accept this as the City’s responsibility and this project will not be assessed. The motion passed in a 7-0 vote.

Therefore, the following Resolution was NOT approved:
RESOLUTION CONFIRMING ASSESSMENT ROLL AND LEVYING ASSESSMENTS

 (CG-04-01)


WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Reidsville has on this day held a public hearing, after due notice as required by law, on the Preliminary Assessment Roll for the improvements (curb and gutter) along the both sides of Lemar Drive between Briarwood Street and Cypress Drive; and,


WHEREAS, the City Council has heard all those present who requested to be heard, and has found the said Assessment Roll to be proper and correct;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina that:

1. The Assessment Roll for the improvements (curb and gutter) along both sides of Lemar Drive between Briarwood Street and Cypress Drive in the City of Reidsville, North Carolina, is hereby declared to be correct, and is hereby confirmed in accordance with G.S. 160A-228.

2. The  City Council of Reidsville, North Carolina, pursuant to authority conferred by Chapter 160A Article 10 of the General Statutes of North Carolina does hereby levy assessments as contained in the said Assessment Roll, as follows:

	Property Owner
	PIN No.
	Front Footage
	Total Assessment

	Cynthia Adair Wagoner
	8903-05-28-4466
	353.3
	$4,946.20

	Clifton D. Whitlow Wanda C. Whitlow
	8903-06-28-5506
	100.00
	$1,400.00

	Mark C. Wood Charlie G. Wood
	8903-06-28-5655
	100.00
	$1,400.00

	Eddie W. Fearrington
	8903-06-28-6704
	120.16
	$1,682.24

	Armenous Adams Sheila Adams
	8903-06-28-6871
	80.00
	$1,120.00

	Thomas D. Johnson Donna Johnson
	8903-06-28-7859
	147.00
	$2,058.00

	Jerry D. Webster II Mia F. Webster
	8903-06-28-8873
	124.00
	$1,736.00

	Jerry Daniel     Webster II
	8903-06-28-8761
	96.00
	$1,344.00

	Covington Memorial Wesleyan Church
	8903-06-28-8611
	121.62
	$1,702.68

	James K. Marks Wendy A. Marks
	8903-06-28-7551
	112.00
	$1,568.00

	Susan Hunt Imus Robert Philip Imus
	8903-06-28-6491
	120.00
	$1,680.00

	Debra C. Bullock Jeffrey J. Bullock
	8903-06-28-6229
	136.04
	$1,904.56


3. The City Clerk is hereby directed to deliver to the City Tax Collector the said Assessment Roll.

4. The City Tax Collector is hereby charged with the collection of the said assessments in accordance with the procedure established by law.

5.    The City Tax Collector is hereby further directed to publish once on the 31st  day of March, 2009, a notice of confirmation of the Assessment Roll, which notice shall set forth the terms of payment of the assessments.

Adopted this the 10th day of  March, 2009.

- End of Resolution - 

City Manager Almond again noted that staff was legally obligated to come back to Council with this matter.
Rev. Clayton and Mr. Adams individually expressed their appreciation to the City Council for its decision. Rev. Clayton noted that the Council had a difficult job but that this put a “good taste” in people’s mouths. Mr. Adams said the Council had treated them fairly.
CONSIDERATION OF BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS:
City Manager Almond distributed the ballots for the lone board appointment.
As the ballots were being distributed, Mayor Festerman noted that he had appointed Mr. Robert Martin, a resident of Womack Court (902 Lesley Place, Apt. D) to the Reidsville Housing Authority. (This is a Mayoral appointment, not a Council appointment.) (A COPY OF MR. MARTIN’S RESUME IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)
The Mayor listed some of the openings available on City Boards and Commissions and invited anyone with an interest to apply.

PUBLIC COMMENTS.
Mr. Doss talks about stimulus money, street improvements and road signs.

Mr. Gary Doss of 714 Montgomery Street, Reidsville, came forward during the Public Comments portion of the meeting. He asked if the City would be getting any of the federal stimulus money? If we do, how much and where will it go, he asked Council. City Manager Almond said he would be discussing that as part of his City Manager’s Report.
Mr. Doss noted he had asked Council to install some safety guards around the traffic circle, and he said he thought Council had forgotten about his request. He said he wanted to apologize thinking the City wasn’t doing anything, but he understood at a downtown merchants meeting that the State has finally approved the improvements at the traffic circle. City Manager Almond said he has been trying to get State approval for improvements to the Monument Circle and Gilmer Street since it was discussed at that downtown meeting.
Mr. Doss also noted that coming into town from Richardson Drive/South Scales Street, a street sign was needed for South Scales Street. He said signs were needed for roads coming into Reidsville.

Ms. Lemberger discusses traffic lights on Main Street.

Ms. Patti Lemberger of 810 Lawndale Drive complained about the traffic lights on Main Street, especially in the evening hours. She said they were poorly regulated. She said there was no need for the lights to take so long on Main Street, saying they were an aggravation and contribute to pollution with cars idling for so long. The City Engineer needs to regulate them or turn it over to some regulatory body that could deal with it, she asserted.
City Manager Almond said the City can fix that problem, but Council would have to appropriate money for digital stoplights. He added that the stoplight at Main and Harrison streets is State controlled.

Several Council members expressed interest in getting some cost estimates for digital stoplights at budget time.
Simmons discusses traffic lights, All-America City Quilt.

Ms. Beth Simmons, President of the Reidsville Chamber of Commerce, commented that she has called NCDOT several times about the gridlock that occurs on weekdays between 3-5:30 p.m. because the light is too long on Harrison Street.

City Manager Almond noted that NCDOT had spent millions of dollars on getting lights adjusted as part of a statewide study. Staff has called and called trying to get the timing adjusted, he said, at Richardson and at South Main, but DOT says it knows the traffic counts, etc..
The Mayor suggested getting Rep. Nelson Cole involved. Simmons said there have been some “near misses” at Harrison with ambulances coming through as well because the light on Scales doesn’t change as quickly as the one on Main.
Simmons also pointed to the “All-America City” Quilt, which was on display in Council Chambers during the meeting. She noted that the squares represent the 16 finalist cities, counties and regions, which she then named. The quilt is touring the nation, going to all the finalist cities for a week. She said she picked it up in Lenoir and the quilt will leave Reidsville for Akron, Ohio.

Simmons encouraged everyone to enjoy it while it will be on display at the Reidsville Public Library.
Asked about Reidsville’s quilt square, Simmons replied that they took a picture of the Chamber’s front window and used the theme that Reidsville is a “window of opportunity” for its residents. The panels in the window house two pictures each of the three projects – the Reidsville Outreach Center, the Free Clinic of Rockingham County and the Reidsville Teen Center.

Mayor Festerman thanked the Chamber and all who made this possible.
(It was noted that Councilwoman Zdanski had to leave the meeting at 7:30 p.m. for another appointment.)
Rev. Louise Blackwell of 523 Staples Street requests signed cemetery ordinance.

Rev. Blackwell, noting she is the daughter of the late George Rucker Sr., said she had requested a signed copy of the ordinance pertaining to Greenview Cemetery. She said she was given an unsigned copy, which is not legitimate and a void contract. She said that when she made the request, she was told the unsigned copy was the only copy that the office had.

City Clerk Angela G. Stadler said she was unaware that Rev. Blackwell had needed a signed copy. The Clerk looked at Rev. Blackwell’s copy, which the Clerk identified as a copy from the minutes of the meeting at which it was approved. The Clerk stated that her information also included the rules and regulations for the cemetery. 
Rev. Blackwell said her attorney had told her she needed a signed copy and that this copy was not legitimate.  Rev. Blackwell stated that she had requested a copy of the original at that time and was given a blank one.  When she made the request again, she was told that was the only one. She asked for clarification on this issue. 
City Attorney Bill McLeod Jr. stated that it is not unusual when a legal copy is requested that it be unsigned.  Rev. Blackwell said that if you ask for a signed copy, you should be given a signed copy. The City Clerk told Rev. Blackwell she would get her a signed copy. 
Rev. Blackwell personally thanked by name the Mayor and those Council members who had come to her father’s house and gave him a Key to the City. She said they had no idea how they had affected her father and that they had made his last few days a blessing.
Mr. King invites those in attendance to a new Thursday downtown event.

Mr. Mason King of the Reidsville Downtown Corporation invited everyone out to the downtown area starting this Thursday night for “Think Downtown Reidsville” promotion. Some downtown stores will be open between 5-8 p.m. on Thursdays as part of this promotion. 
Mayor Festerman asked about the cruise-ins, which start in April. He said there has been some confusion about whether the time had been changed to Saturday nights. King said the cruise-ins will continue to be on Friday nights. Several Council members said the confusion may have come because Danville is having their cruise-ins on Saturday nights.

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT. 
Status of 204 Boyd Street.
City Manager Almond reminded Council members that the demolition of 204 Boyd Street had been stayed until tonight’s Council meeting since a property transfer might take place. He said the individual who was interested in the property called him to say he wasn’t intending to purchase it anymore.
Community Development Director Michael Pearce said the prospective buyer found the house to be in a lot more serious condition that it had been. It was also questioned whether the owner was interested in selling.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham said he had a contact who was interested but that the property had a lot of back taxes owed on it. Anyone buying the property would also be responsible, not only for the back taxes, but for cleanup costs, etc. His contact no longer had any interest in the property, he indicated.

City Manager Almond said that the Order of Execution will take place after tonight for 204 Boyd Street.

There was further discussion about the property. It was noted that it would take a lot to rehabilitate the property and the house was described as a “money pit.” City Attorney McLeod said there were federal tax liens on the property and that it was more than just rehabilitating the house.

Extra Early Voting Site for Election.

City Manager Almond referred to a letter from Board of Election Supervisor Janet Odell asking if the City of Reidsville would like to have an early voting site set up in Reidsville prior to the October Council election. Early voting will be available in Wentworth, he noted. The extra expense to the City of Reidsville would be $960 and Odell would need to know by March 16.
Councilman Turner asked if citizens can’t still vote by mail, which City Manager Almond answered in the affirmative. The Councilman said he couldn’t see that the City needed to spend $960 for this.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham stated that, in this economic climate, he couldn’t see spending the money.
No action was taken on requesting an additional early voting site.

City’s attempts to get federal stimulus monies noted.

City Manager Almond noted that when cities first heard of the federal stimulus package, there was excitement, but that has now turned to anger about how the stimulus money is trickling down and how to get a straight answer about it. It has been more difficult for some areas closely because there have been announcements about how Greensboro is using the entitlement grants for this project or that project. Small town managers are asking, “Where is mine?” he said.

City Manager Almond said he has been told that cities over 35,000 and counties over 200,000 population are considered entitlement communities and they will get “X” amount of dollars. For those that are “entitlement cities,” they haven’t gotten the money yet, but they know they’re going to get it, City Manager Almond explained. They will be able to do their projects fairly quickly because they know they’re getting a certain amount of money. Other cities will have to compete for it, he said.
Of the part of the stimulus package that will come to North Carolina, there are 33 different categories of stimulus money, including unemployment benefits, the Statewide Insurance Pool for the uninsured, etc. The first round of monies went to NCDOT, and some of those projects have been announced, such as the US 29 project that had been in the newspaper, he said. None of those monies have filtered down to any local projects.  He said he was told today that there will be a second and third round of money from the stimulus package but that it could be 10-12 months out for the second and two years before the third round monies are allocated.
City Manager Almond assured Council members that staff is putting out their projects in front of everyone they think can help.

The North Scales Street improvement project is truly “shovel ready,” City Manager Almond said. That leads to the question they’ve had before, whether to wait for the possibility of those funds or go ahead with the project, he said. That is a question they will have to decide on very soon. The City may have a shot at monies in the second or third rounds for surface transportation projects, he added.

On Governor Perdue’s website, it talks about projects going to MPOs, he said. However, the City Manager explained that Reidsville is not in an MPO (Metropolitan Planning Organization) where all the monies seem to be going. Reidsville and Rockingham County are in a RPO (Rural Planning Organization).

He said we are “fighting” for the funding and putting possible projects “before everyone we can.” No money has been given out yet, except to DOT and some entitlement cities.
The only other project Reidsville has that is “shovel ready” is the new concession stand at Jaycee Park, according to the City Manager. It looks like some of this stimulus money will be put into the PARTF grant program, which was a recreation program that helped Reidsville get Lake Reidsville and Jaycee Park 30 years ago. This fund has been shrinking and shrinking over the years, he noted. Again, the City will have to decide whether to wait on these possible monies or go ahead with them, he indicated.
He talked of other projects they had been pushing for the stimulus monies, including upgrading of two-inch water lines in the Barnes Street area to six-inch lines and upgrade the water service to the east side US 29. He talked briefly about this project.

The State’s water and sewer fund has about $68 million in it, and the State received letters of interest amounting to $2.2 billion in requests, City Manager Almond said. The only projects that will probably get funded are those that have been pushed for a long period of time and are “shovel ready to go,” he said. 

Stimulus money is taking the place of grant programs the State already had but didn’t have enough money for, City Manager Almond explained. He again stressed staff is putting Reidsville’s projects out there. He noted that the City has two shovel ready projects that don’t seem to fit any of the categories out there.

He assured Council that Reidsville is not by itself. The City Manager noted that managers of small towns everywhere are complaining where is the stimulus money.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham said it appeared we’re too small and anything we get will be around us and not directly to us. City Manager Almond said that is what it appears to be right now. He said they are writing letters and following up on contacts. He said it took him two hours to register on the stimulus website.

There was a brief discussion about whether there was a difference between “ready to go” and “shovel ready.” City Manager Almond said he didn’t know what the difference was.

Jordan Lake Rules Update.

Mayor Festerman noted that nothing has the potential to impact the City of Reidsville and Rockingham County more than the Jordan Lake Rules.  He asked the City Manager where we are with that.
City Manager Almond commented on a memo from Randy Billings, Executive Director of the Piedmont Triad Council of Governments, on the situation, which he described as very succinct. He said he called Billings and complimented him on the authorship of that three-page article. 

The City Manager said that the reality is there is going to be some Jordan Lake Rules, but the best they can hope for is some kind of compromise. The staff of DENR has already agreed to some compromises, including moving the deadline for wastewater treatment plant upfits has been pushed back to 2016 instead of 2012. He said what was unacceptable and would be a big expensive project for the City is retrofitting existing development. It would include going back in, buying land and build the wetlands and ponds like that at Courtland Park. That is the problem every city has, he said, the extreme costs of going in and retrofitting existing development.
Rep. Cary Allred has introduced a bill eliminating the Jordan Lake Rules, but the City Manager said that probably doesn’t have a chance of passing.
Mayor Festerman noted that if nothing is done, the Jordan Lake Rules as they currently are will take effect. City Manager Almond agreed that was true if an amendment bill does not pass.
The City Manager noted the good news is that the City is in good company, with Greensboro, Durham, etc. It is a case of environmental concerns versus business, they said. Mayor Festerman stressed that there was no guarantee once these rules are put into effect, that they will work.

Return to Stimulus Package.

City Manager Almond said he wanted to make one other comment about the stimulus package. He said he has asked the Management Team to help him identify and monitor stimulus funding sources.
He said there is one source of funding available through the COPS program.

COPS (Community-Oriented Policing) Funding.

City Manager Almond noted the availability of some COPS funding, which would pay the total cost of a police officer for three years – 100% of salary, benefits, etc. However, the municipality must agree to keep that officer/position for another 12 months after that, he said. There is a billion dollars nationwide for that program, and the City Manager said he thought the City would be able to qualify for it. No match is required, he added.

COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS.
Councilwoman Zdanski – Absent, no report.

Councilman Rucker – No report.
Mayor Festerman – The Mayor first complimented City Public Works crews for the snow removal, saying the workers “didn’t miss a beat” in the cleanup. He noted that they had been concerned when the City lost Pender Grogan and Ronnie McDaniel to retirement, but he said he had received two calls from neighbors about how grateful they work about the snow removal.
He noted that he attended several new business openings, Home Savings Bank, Booney’s Pizza and Western Southern Life.
Saying he couldn’t go into a lot of detail, Mayor Festerman said in the coming weeks he thought everyone would be extremely pleased with the money Police Chief Edd Hunt would be bringing home from  Raleigh. The Mayor said he was elated to have had a small part in that. Our Police Chief has “cleaned Raleigh out,” he said.

The Mayor added that he would like to get a copy of the December sales tax figures that Finance Director Chris Phillips had mentioned in an earlier special meeting when they become available.

Mayor Festerman asked about the generator for the Wastewater Treatment Plant. City Manager Almond said that the project has to be bid out, and that Public Works Director Kevin Eason got those out last week. The cost may come down to between $225,000 and $250,000, he said, due to the state of the economy. He added that the generator is not an item that is usually sitting on the shelf, City Manager Almond said.

The Mayor also asked about the civil citation at 328 South Scales Street. City Manager Almond talked about the ten days given to the property owner to get the site cleaned up. The City Manager said the property has been cleaned up after the citation was issued to both the owner of the business and the property owner.
Mayor Festerman noted that the Housing Authority is 99% certain it will receive $250,000 to rehab the Reidsville Housing Authority. This will probably include major roof repairs and updates to the apartments, he said. About 10-15 years ago, the Authority got $14 million at once time to reface the apartments, etc., the Mayor said.
There was a brief discussion about the Governor taking the schools’ lottery money to help balance the State budget. It led Councilman Gentry to recall when then-Governor Terry Stanford took the three-cents sales tax pledged to the schools, and the schools never got it back.

A discussion about right-of-way acquisition for the Freeway Drive project was held. City officials noted that the NCDOT Division Engineer said those monies, which had been stopped for a while, had been re-instated. As far as the City knows, there is money to go forward with the right-of-way acquisition, the Mayor said.
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham – He said he had no Planning Board report.

From attending the Community Watch meetings over the last couple of weeks, the Mayor Pro Tem said there is a lot of concern about the entrance of Morehead Street off of NC 14. He said there is no sign out there, and it is totally dark out there. There is also a lot of trash out there.
He complimented the Police Department, especially the Detective and Patrol divisions, for apprehending the person who had been doing all of the break-ins in the Courtland Park area.

There is also some concerns about patrols in certain areas, he said. As the weather heats up, they’d like to see more patrols, the Mayor Pro Tem stated.
Councilman Gentry – No report.

Councilman Turner – He just reminded everyone to “Think Reidsville” on Thursday nights.

Councilman Henderson – The Councilman asked Chamber Executive Director Simmons to report on Chamber activities, which she noted the ribbon cuttings for new businesses and the All-America City Quilt had already been mentioned.
Reporting on the Human Relations Commission, Councilman Henderson said that there had been a discussion about the possibility of getting PART (Piedmont Authority for Regional Transportation) in Reidsville and Rockingham County. Mayor Festerman asked if a letter of interest should be written. This led to a discussion of what was involved. Chamber Exec Beth Simmons said the County had turned it down about 18 months ago because it was such a big investment. Dee Stanfield said she had been approached about a possible site on her property about ten years ago. The Mayor asked that City Manager Almond write a letter to see what is involved.
Councilman Henderson said the Human Relations Commission had also received reports that trash was being dropped out of trash carriers on Freeway Drive. Councilman Rucker said it wasn’t the City but it was the Waste Management trucks. Dee Stanfield said trash comes out of City trucks on McCoy Road as well from time to time.
Dee Stanfield asked from the audience if Council members were concerned that the local newspaper was going to two days a week? Councilman Gentry said he wondered how residents will get their local news.  Beth Simmons noted that Eden’s Own Journal was expanding into the rest of Rockingham County, including Reidsville, with the Rockingham Star. The Mayor said newspapers all over the country are failing.
Councilman Henderson then said he may have mis-spoke at the last Council meeting when he asked the City Manager if the NAACP or the EEOC had contacted the City about a suit. He said that was probably erroneous. He said he should have asked if either organization had contacted the City.
City Manager Almond said the only contact he knew of with the EEOC was what he had outlined in a memo to Council members recently. He also referenced a letter from the NAACP to Mayor Festerman. The City Manager said that, once again, the City is limited in what it can put on the street, but the employee is not.

City Manager Almond said he could not go into specifics about personnel issues with Council unless a lawsuit is filed. He said the City has not been involved in any settlements. It was questioned whether the City Council would have to sign off on a settlement. City Manager Almond said yes if it was a monetary settlement.
ANNOUNCEMENT OF BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS.
City Clerk Angela G. Stadler reported that the City Council had unanimously reinstated Mr. James R. “Randy” Wheeler of 2311 Woodland Drive, Reidsville, to the Reidsville Planning Board. (A COPY OF THE BALLOTS ARE HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)
Councilman Turner then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to adjourn the meeting at approximately 8:14 p.m.
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