MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2008 AT 6:30 P.M.

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor James K. Festerman


Mayor Pro-Tem Donald L. Gorham


Councilman John H. Gentry


Councilman John Henderson 

Councilman George O. Rucker

Councilman Clark Turner


Councilwoman Joan Zdanski


                                                                         

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                      
NONE

CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                    
D. Kelly Almond, City Manager
                                                                                    Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk
                                                                                    William F. McLeod Jr., City Attorney



Michael Pearce, Community Development Director

Mayor Festerman called the meeting to order at approximately 6:30 p.m. The Mayor invited Pastor Tom Worley of Community Baptist Church to provide the invocation.

Mayor Festerman, aided by three Boy Scouts in attendance, then led the crowd in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

PROCLAMATIONS:

RECOGNITION OF FEBRUARY AS “BLACK HISTORY MONTH.”

Mayor Festerman asked the Rev. Clarence Johnson, President of the Reidsville Branch of the NAACP, to come forward to receive the proclamation for “Black History Month.” (A COPY OF THE PROCLAMATION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) Rev. Johnson thanked the City Council for the proclamation, which he said he accepted on behalf of the black community. He noted that they were making history with three minorities on the Council, along with the diversity in City government. He stated that during February, several different churches were having special services, including his own church, Elm Grove Baptist.
RECOGNITION OF MARCH AS “COMMUNITY READ MONTH.”

Mayor Festerman then read the proclamation for “Community Read Month.” (A COPY OF THE PROCLAMATION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) Accepting the proclamation was Calvert Mason of the Reidsville Public Library. She noted that there were several copies of “The Kite Runner” available at the local libraries and a special program was planned at the Reidsville branch on March 10.
APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA.

Mayor Festerman asked Council members if there were any items they wanted to pull from the Consent Agenda? The Mayor then requested that Items No. 2-4 be removed.
Councilman Henderson made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Gorham and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve Consent Agenda Item No. 1.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 - APPROVAL OF THE JANUARY 8, 2008 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES, JANUARY 9, 2008 RECESSED MEETING (OPEN SESSION) AND THE JANUARY 23, 2008 RECESSED MEETING MINUTES (OPEN SESSION).

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved the January 8, 2008 regular meeting minutes, the January 9, 2008 recessed meeting (open session) minutes and the January 23, 2008 recessed meeting (open session) minutes.
- End of Consent Agenda -

Mayor Festerman then directed everyone to the items that had been taken off the Consent Agenda for further consideration. The Mayor explained that he hadn’t felt comfortable having these items, which dealt with a quarter of a million dollars, on the Consent Agenda. The Mayor also added that he felt like Item No. 2 should be considered after the other items.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 - APPROVAL TO AWARD CONTRACT TO FULLER CONTRACTING FOR THREE UTILITY SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS.

City Manager Almond stated that there are three utility projects that need to be considered by Council. 
Phase I - Improvements to Water Treatment Plant.

The first is improvements to the Water Treatment Plant, which the City is under State mandate to get done. There are two aspects of these improvements: dechlorination and sludge removal. He noted that sludge has been building up at the Water Treatment Plant for the past 20 years and now numbers about 2.5 million gallons. The City needs to get it removed, he said, and he outlined the various ways that can be accomplished. The City could take the sludge out and apply it to farms like has been done for the sludge at the Wastewater Treatment Plant, the City Manager said.
City Manager Almond stopped briefly to introduce Mark Fisher of WK Dickson and Charlie Hamilton, Interim Public Works Director, who were available for questions.

The City Manager explained that the State has also mandated that the City must get the chlorine out of the sludge through a dechlorination process. He stressed that this is the most important of all the projects and the only one that Reidsville is under mandate from the State to get done. Councilman Turner stated that it looked like the City had to do it if it was mandated.

Councilman Turner then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to undertake the dechlorination by Fuller Contracting.

Mayor Festerman questioned how many bidders the City had on the project? City Manager Almond said the City received three bids as required by State law. He said he had meant to give the Council the bid information but must have failed to do so. He noted that each of these three projects is “unique in nature” so it was difficult trying to get one contractor to do all three projects. The City did have a hard time getting three competitive bids because the three projects are so different. Staff, therefore, is recommending that 
Council accept the low bid of Fuller Contracting Company. (A COPY OF THE LETTER FROM WK DICKSON DATED JANUARY 28, 2008 TO INTERIM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR CHARLIE HAMILTON RECOMMENDING THE AWARD IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)
The motion was approved in a 7-0 vote.

Phase II - Improvements to Wentworth Street Pumping Station.

The second item to be considered is improvements to the Wentworth Street Pumping Station, City Manager Almond explained. The pumping station, funded through a bond referendum, eliminated the need of several pump stations on the north side of town, he said, and provided system-wide improvements, including a force main to Freeway Drive and gravity sewer.

At the time this work was done, Series 0900 plastic pipe was used, which it has been discovered in later years was “not the right thing to do,” City Manager Almond said. Now, ductile iron is required, he added. Built 17-18 years ago, the pumping station has had constant problems with the force main blowing out, he continued. He explained the “water hammer effect” which occurs and noted that 0900 series pipe won’t tolerate this effect.

To solve this problem, the City would need to replace the plastic pipe with ductile iron at a cost of approximately $800,000, the City Manager said. While it doesn’t solve the problem, the City could rework it to eliminate the water hammer effect by putting in surge control values which would “put the brakes on slowly” on the water hammer effect. He noted that this still might not solve all the problems. He added that there are some corrosion control problems that need to be eliminated in the plant and that the City will have to pay to haul wastewater by vehicles while the improvements are under way. The total cost of this fix would be about $298,500, he said.
Upon a question from Councilman Rucker, Mark Fisher of WK Dickson briefly discussed the hauling of wastewater.
Mayor Festerman asked how long until the City would have to spend “big bucks”? Fisher said there was no way to know, citing possible “fatigue” of the line which might cause it to give out. He said he would recommend that the major work be done when NCDOT does its improvements to Freeway Drive and let that be the driving force. Interim Public Works Director Charlie Hamilton pointed out that while the station is down, they would be making other improvements; therefore, the City would be “getting more for the money” and not just at the pump station.

Councilman Turner made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve the corrosion and surge controls for the Wentworth Street Pumping Station by Fuller Contracting.
Phase III – Odor Control at the Wentworth & Thomas Street Pumping Stations.
City Manager Almond noted that the buildup of sulfides in the basis of the Wentworth and Thomas Street Pumping Stations not only smells but has a corrosive effect on the pump stations, deteriorating the wet wells. It is a nuisance for the neighborhoods, especially for the Thomas Street area, he said. The cost of these improvements is about $105,500, the City Manager added.
Councilwoman Zdanski said it seemed there would be an odor when it is being hauled as well. Mr. Fisher said the smell would be no worse than if it was being pumped. 

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham asked how long it would take to complete this work? Fisher said about 175 successive calendar days for all three projects. He said this would include three weeks of hauling. The Mayor questioned whether this would be constant hauling? Fisher said it could be. Hauling could go on both day and night, he added.
Councilman Rucker then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve the odor control improvements at the Wentworth and Thomas Street Pumping Stations by Fuller Contracting.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 4 - APPROVAL TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT FOR THE RELOCATION OF UTILITIES AT THE INTERSECTION OF HARRISON STREET AND SCALES STREET.

City Manager Almond noted that the City needs to move a sanitary sewer and storm sewer that lies at the southeast corner of Harrison and Scales streets that he first discussed with them a year ago. The City has no rights of way for the line and will need to move these utilities at the City’s expense to make way for a new retail business there, he said. He listed the things that will need to be done for the overall project: removing buildings, grading, removing unsuitable dirt and replacing with suitable compacted to fill, construction of the new lines and coordinating reconnection of existing businesses. After its part, the City will be deeded the right of way for the future, he added. The City will reimburse the contractor for moving these lines, the City Manager said.
Councilman Gentry, referencing the widening of Scales Street, asked how long this will take? City Manager Almond said they did not expect there to be any effect on traffic patterns because there will be no work on the roads’ right of way.

City Manager Almond asked Council for the authority to enter into an agreement with the contractor to do this work at a price not to exceed $220,000.

Mayor Festerman said it was unusual that the City didn’t have the rights of way. City Manager Almond reminded him this line was 50 years old or older. He said that was a good reason to do it correctly now.

Councilwoman Zdanski made the motion, seconded by Mayor Festerman and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve the City Manager’s request.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 - APPROVAL OF BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 10, WHICH APPROPRIATES FUNDS FOR ODOR, CORROSION AND SURGE CONTROL FOR SANITARY SEWER PUMP STATIONS, A DECHLORINATION SYSTEM AT THE WATER TREATMENT PLANT AND THE RELOCATION OF A STORM SEWER LINE AND A SANITARY SEWER LINE AT THE INTERSECTION OF HARRISON STREET AND SCALES STREET.
It was noted that with the approval of these projects, the Council needed to approve Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 10.
Councilman Turner made the motion, seconded by Councilman Gentry and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 10.

The Budget Ordinance Amendment as approved follows:

BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 10
     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on May 9, 2007 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2007-2008; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City's budget to appropriate funds for odor, corrosion and surge control for sanitary sewer pump stations, a dechlorination system at the water treatment plant and the relocation of the sewer line at the intersection of Harrison Street and Scales Street;
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on May 9, 2007 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.   That revenue account number 61-3991-0000, Water Appropriated Fund Balance, be increased by $506,500.00; that revenue account number 62-3991-0000, Sewer Appropriated Fund Balance, be increased by $428,500.00.
Section 2. That expense account number 61-7120-5800, Water Capital Improvements, be increased by $506,500.00; that expense account number 62-7131-5800, Sewer Capital Improvements, be increased by $208,500.00; that expense account number 62-7131-5809, Sewer Line, be increased by $220,000.00.
This the 12th day of February, 2008.
                       /s/___________________                                        

                           James K. Festerman    

                                  Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________                                   

Angela G. Stadler, CMC

City Clerk

Mayor Festerman said he felt that items with such a large amount of money should be put on the regular agenda for discussion purposes.

Council members then returned to the regular meeting agenda.

CONSIDERATION OF BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 11 AND AWARDING OF CONTRACT FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE SHERWOOD GREENWAY TRAIL TO YATES CONSTRUCTION. 
In making the staff report, Community Development Director Michael Pearce said he was asking Council to approve Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 11, which would allot approximately $199,197 to construct the first section of the Sherwood Trail. The trail will be in three sections and will eventually go from Courtland Park to Freeway Drive, he explained. The first section of the Sherwood Trail will allow people to go from Courtland Park along a sidewalk and asphalt path to Green Street. A small parking lot will also be created along Sherwood Drive. Approximately $20,000 will be needed for a 1,000-foot natural trail that will take users from the main trail along the creek. He said this will be a nice little addition for those who want to enjoy natural scenery, he said.
Pearce reminded Council that this project was being done in partnership with the Annie Penn Community Trust. The cost will be $199,197.60 with a contingency budget of $20,000 as well as a $20,000 budget for the natural trail. Annie Penn Community Trust will reimburse the City for half of the costs, he noted.

Pearce noted that there had been a lot of bidders. Seventeen bidders picked up the greenway plans. Of the seven bids received, Yates Construction was the lowest bidder and the City has a positive history with this contractor, he said.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham encouraged Pearce to do everything they could so they wouldn’t have to use the $20,000 contingency.
City Manager Almond noted that any funds not used on this leg of the greenway trail will stay in the fund for the next greenways project.

There was some discussion about the parking lot. It was noted that this was unusable property for anything else.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham made the motion, seconded by Councilman Gentry and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to award the project to Yates Construction and approve Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 11.

The Budget Ordinance Amendment as approved follows:

BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 11
     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on May 9, 2007 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2007-2008; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City's budget to appropriate funds for the Sherwood Greenway Trail;
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on May 9, 2007 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.   That revenue account number 50-3612-2000, Annie Penn Community Trust, be increased by $119,599.00; that revenue account number 50-3986-0000, Transfer from General Fund, be increased by $119,599.00; that revenue account number 10-3991-0000, General Appropriated Fund Balance, be increased by $119,599.00.
Section 2. That expense account number 10-4930-9802, General Fund - Transfer to Greenways, be increased by $119,599.00; that expense account number 50-4940-5940, Greenways Construction, be increased by $219,198.00; that expense account number 50-4940-9911, Greenways Contingency, be increased by $20,000.00.
This the 12th day of February, 2008.
                       /s/ _____________________                                        

                             James K. Festerman    

                                     Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/ _____________________                                   

     Angela G. Stadler, CMC

           City Clerk

CONSIDERATION OF REVISION AND UPDATE OF CHAPTER 5, BUSINESS LICENSES, TAXES AND REGULATIONS, OF THE CITY’S CODE OF ORDINANCES. 
In making the staff report, Finance Director Chris Phillips noted that it has been several years since this ordinance has been looked at. He noted that these revisions take out some of the dated references, such as “organ grinders,” etc. He said the only real change in the administration of this ordinance is that the calendar for it would be moved forward a month to reflect the State-mandated May1 to June 1 calendar for alcohol licenses. Therefore, people will have to pay for their licenses one month earlier, he noted. Other than that, the revisions by the outside consultant are “just a cleanup,” he said.
City Manager Almond said that this ordinance is one of the most inequitable and misunderstood of all City ordinances. He said some groups have been able to get their businesses exempted or limited because of lobbying by their professional organizations.

Phillips pointed out that these fees raised by the City for these licenses are equal to a penny on the tax rate or about $70,000. The Finance Director noted that these licenses are also good because they let staff know what’s going on in the City that they might not otherwise know. City Manager Almond said the securing of such licenses is a trigger for the Fire Department to do inspections as well. Phillips noted that these fees are fairly reasonable. He pointed to Wal-Mart, which only pays $254 in such fees. “It’s not intended to be excessive,” the Finance Director stated.

Council and staff noted several archaic references in the fee schedule as well as some of the changes mentioned.
Councilman Henderson asked if yard sales could be included in the ordinance? Phillips stated that yard sales are not considered a business. The Councilman noted that some of them are.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve the update to Chapter 5 of the City’s Code of Ordinances.

The ordinance as approved follows:

Chapter 5:  BUSINESS LICENSES, TAXES AND REGULATIONS (REIDSVILLE)

An Ordinance Amending the Levy of Privilege License Taxes on Certain Trades, Occupations, Professions, Businesses, and Franchises

   State law references:   Municipal authority to regulate and license businesses, trades, etc. - G.S. 160A-194; privilege license taxes on trades, professions, etc. - G.S. 160A-211 and G.S.105-33 et seq.; taxation - G.S. 105, and G.S. 160A-206; Tax Collector - G.S. 105-349 et seq.  
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL

§ 5-1:  Purpose.
(a)   The intent of this article is to raise funds for general municipal purposes.  Therefore, it will be expected to require payment of the maximum tax permitted for the privilege of carrying on a business, trade, profession, calling or occupation within the corporate limits of the town. 

(b)   A license issued pursuant to this article reflects that the appropriate tax has been paid.  Issuance of a license does not constitute regulatory approval and does not excuse a licensee from compliance with any other applicable local ordinance, state statute or state or federal regulations.  Therefore, issuing a license, does not reflect that the recipient is engaged in a legal activity or operating a business in a legal manner. 

(c)   This article does not prevent the town from imposing license taxes on additional businesses, from increasing or decreasing the amount of any license tax or from regulating any business taxed. 
§ 5-2:  Who must pay tax?

Each person who conducts a business within the city is subject to this article. 
(a) A person “conducts a business” when he engages in one act of any business.  

(b) A person conducts a business “within the city” if he maintains a business location within the city, or if, either personally or through agents, he: 


(1) Solicits business within the city, or 


(2) Picks up or delivers goods or services within the city. 
Cross references:  Levy of license tax required, § 7-14(3).  

(Code 1985, § 11-21)

State law references:  Municipal authority to levy privilege license taxes, G.S. 160A-211.


§ 5-3:  Definitions.

Whenever used in this Ordinance (unless the context requires a different meaning):
Agent:   A person authorized to promote, represent, and/or sell for an agency or business.
Business:  Includes each and every trade, occupation, profession, business and franchise or other activity engaged in by any person for gain, profit, benefit or advantage, taxed under this Ordinance.
City:  City of Reidsville

Fiscal year:  The period beginning with May 1 and ending on April 30.
Licensee:  A person who has paid the privilege license tax levied by this Ordinance and obtained a privilege license.
Person:  Includes any individual, trustee, executor, other fiduciary, corporation, unincorporated association, partnership, sole proprietorship, company, firm or other legal entity.
Quarter:  Any three (3) consecutive months.

Tax Collector:  The individual(s) in Reidsville City Hall who is charged, by the governing body, with the responsibility of administering this Ordinance. 
(Code 1985, § 11-20)

§ 5-4:  Levy.  
Levy of tax.  An annual privilege license tax is hereby levied on each business conducted within this city, in the amounts set forth in this article.  Additionally, every license issued under this article shall be a personal privilege and shall not be transferable.
      
§ 5-5:  Exemption.

Except as otherwise provided in this Code or by state law, no person is exempt from the payment of a privilege license tax levied by this chapter.   

(Code 1985, § 11-22)

§ 5-6:  License Required.

Except as provided in section 5-5, it shall be unlawful for any person or his agent to engage in or carry on a business in this city for which a license is required.  A violation, of this chapter, shall constitute a misdemeanor, and each day, shall be construed to be a separate offense.  A conviction under this section does not relieve a person of his liability for the license tax or taxes imposed by this Article.
State law references:  Unlawful to operate without license, G.S. 105-103.  Obtaining license and paying tax, G.S. 105-109.  Every day’s failure a separate offense, G.S. 105-235.


§ 5-7:  Notice to taxpayer presumed.  
Each person who conducts a business may be subject to a business license.  It is the duty of the taxpayer to verify what his requirements are.  If licenses are not paid, the proceedings allowed by law may be taken against such business.  This notice shall be conclusively presumed, whether or not such persons have actual notice. 

§ 5-8:  Providing Notice to an Applicant or Licensee. 

Whenever this chapter requires the Tax Collector to give a written statement or notice to an applicant or a licensee, he may do so in any one of three ways: 
(a) By personally delivering the statement or notice to the applicant or licensee. 
(b) By mailing the statement or notice by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, to the address specified for that purpose in the licensee application or to the last known address.
(c) By causing the statement or notice to be served on the applicant or licensee in accordance with the procedures for service or process under Rule 4, North Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure. 
    
(Code 1985, § 11-36)

§ 5-9:  When license taxes are due and payable.

(a) Unless otherwise provided, the license issued pursuant to this chapter are levied as of May 1 for the fiscal year ending April 30. 

(b) The tax is due and payable no later than May 31 of each year. 

(c) However, if a person begins a business after May 1 of a year, the tax for that year shall be due and payable before the business begins operations. 

(d) A person may not commence a business conducted within the city which is taxed pursuant to this chapter, until the privilege license tax due is paid, and may not continue such business beyond the period for which the license is issued. 

(e) Beer and Wine license tax is due and payable when issued a permit by the State and renewed no later than May 1 of each year, which is established by state law.


(f) State law references: G.S. 105-113.70

 (Code 1985, § 11-24)


§ 5-10:  Multiple businesses.
If a person is engaged in more than one business, the licensee may be subject to additional license tax under this chapter; such person shall pay the license tax prescribed in the tax schedules of this article for each such business, even if the businesses are conducted at the same business location.  
§ 5-11:  Separate places of business.

If a person engages in a business in two (2) or more separate locations, a separate license tax shall be required for each such place of business.  However, if a business, under common ownership, engages in the same business at two (2) or more places within the City of Reidsville, in which the locations:
(a) Are contiguous,

(b) Communicate with and open directly into each other, and

(c) Are operated as a unit,

Then the business is only liable for one license tax.

   (Code 1985, § 11-27) 




State law references:  Similar provisions, G.S. 105-105.  

§ 5-12:  Duty to determine whether tax due. 

(a)
Each person has the duty to determine whether the business he conducts is taxed under this chapter, and if so, whether that tax has been paid for the current tax year.
(b)
No license shall be transferable or assignable.
§ 5-13:  Information required from license holder.

(a) A person shall apply to the Tax Collector for each license required by this chapter prior to beginning operations.  The information shall be submitted on an application provided by the Tax Collector, shall contain:

(1)  The name of the applicant and whether the applicant is an individual, a partnership, a corporation, or    some other entity.  

(2) Where the business is conducted.

(3) All telephone numbers applicable to business

(4) The nature of the business.

(5) An address where notices and statements may be mailed to as required by this article.
(6) The start date in which the business will begin in the city, along with the application date.
(7) The name and address of the person filling out the application, and his relationship to the business.
(8) Any other information the Tax Collector determines to be necessary to compute the amount of tax due.

(b) Each new application or an established business moving to a new location must meet the requirements set by the City’s planning and zoning department.  
(c) Each applicant has the responsibility to comply with other sections of this article concerning health, police, building standards, and/or fire department requirements as provided, before the license shall be issued.
    
     

 (Code 1985, § 11-28)



 
§ 5-14:  Penalties
(a)   All license taxes imposed by this chapter shall be due and payable in advance by May 31.  If any person conducts any business without first paying such tax and obtaining a license by that date, there shall be assessed an additional tax equal to five percent (5%) of the amount prescribed for the license per month or fraction thereof until paid, not to exceed 25 percent (25%) of the amount so prescribed, but in any event shall not be less than five dollars ($5.00).  
(b)   No license shall be granted until the license tax plus the additional tax assessed has been paid. 

(c)   All licenses imposed on a new business shall be paid prior to the beginning of such business.  If not paid within 30 days, the penalties provided in subsections (a) and (b) of this section shall apply from the date such business began.    

§ 5-15:  Reasons for refusal or revocation of license.
The tax collector shall refuse to issue a license or shall revoke a license for any of the following reasons:

(a)   The applicant misrepresents a fact relevant to the amount of tax due or the qualifications for a license.

(b)   The applicant refuses to provide information necessary to compute the amount of tax due.
(c)   The applicant fails or refuses to provide all information required in the application. 

(d)   The applicant has not complied with the execution and delivery of the bond required elsewhere in this chapter.


(Code 1985, § 11-29)
Upon the revocation of any license, it shall be unlawful for the person to whom such license was granted to continue to conduct such business.  
The tax collector shall revoke a license if a reason exists to revoke it as set forth in this subsection.  However, before the tax collector may revoke a license, he shall give the licensee written notice of the grounds of revocation, pursuant to section 5-8 of this ordinance.    

§ 5-16:  Investigations by the Tax Collector:  
If the tax collector has reason to believe that a person is conducting a business in violation of this chapter, the tax collector shall conduct an investigation to determine the person's tax liability. 

    
§ 5-17: Duty to keep books.  
Each person who conducts a business taxed under this chapter shall keep all records and books necessary to compute the tax liability.  If a person fails to keep books and records as required, the tax collector shall make a determination of that person's tax liability from the information available.  



§ 5-18: Duty to permit inspection.  
Each person who conducts business in the city shall permit the tax collector or his designee to inspect the business premises during normal business hours to determine the nature of the business conducted there and to examine the books and records to determine the nature and amount of business transacted.  

§ 5-19: Ability to produce additional facts.  
If the tax collector requires additional proof before rendering a determination of a person’s tax liability, the tax collector may require a sworn statement of sales or other proof as needed prior to making that decision.

§ 5-20:  Requested information:

 A taxpayer must give information to the tax collector when information is requested.  The tax collector may request a business owner to provide the following:

(a)  Information that identifies the taxpayer.

(b)  Information needed to determine the tax liability of a taxpayer.

(c)  Information that enables the tax collector to collect a tax.

(d)  Other information needed for the tax collector to perform his duty as a tax collector.

  State law references:  G.S. 105-251

§ 5-21: Decisions by the Tax Collector:  
The tax collector shall assess a tax on an estimation of receipts based upon the best information available to determine a person's tax liability.



§ 5-22:  Unqualified applicants; Right to a conference. 
(a)   After receipt of the necessary information, if the tax collector believes that a reason exists for refusing a license under section 5-15, the collector shall refuse to accept payment of the tax and shall not issue the license.  At the applicant's request, the tax collector shall give to the applicant a written statement of the reason(s) for refusing the license.  Within ten (10) days after receiving the statement, the applicant may request a conference to discuss the refusal.  In the request, the applicant shall specify why the application for a license should not be refused or revoked.  The tax collector shall arrange the conference within a reasonable time, not to exceed thirty (30) days, however the tax collector may not revoke the license until after the conference.

(b)   If the collector revokes or refuses to issue a license, the applicant may reapply for a license at any time thereafter.  If the reason for which the application was refused no longer exists, and if no other reason exists for refusing to issue a license, the tax collector shall issue the license.
(c)   The tax collector shall maintain for three (3) years a record of each conference held pursuant to this section.  The record shall contain the applicant's or licensee's name, the date of the conference, and a brief statement of the issues discussed and the result reached.  After three (3) years, the tax collector shall dispose of the record pursuant to G.S. 121-5.


(Code 1985, § 11-30)
(Code 1985, §§ 11-37, 11-39) 






§ 5-23:  Notice of deficiency.  

If the tax collector determines that a person has not paid the full amount of tax due under this article, either for the current license year or for a prior year, he shall give written notice of the deficiency, pursuant to section 5-8 of this chapter.  The notice of deficiency shall specify the total amount of tax due, the section of this chapter upon which the tax is based, the amount of tax paid, any interest due, the balance owed, the manner and time period in which the person may respond to the notice of deficiency, and the consequences to the person if he fails to respond as specified.  

§ 5-24:  Disagreement of deficiency; Right to conference.
(a)   If the person disagrees with the amount the tax collector determines to be due, he may refuse to pay the tax and request a conference with the tax collector to discuss the determination.  The person may, within ten (10) days after the day on which notice is served, request a conference in writing.  The request shall specify the person's objections to the notice of deficiency.  By way of illustration, but not limitation, a person who receives notice of a deficiency may object on the following grounds:

(1)   That the tax due has already been paid;

(2)   That the tax collector miscalculated the amount of tax due;

(3)   That the tax collector based the calculation on incorrect or insufficient information concerning either the nature or the amount of business conducted; 
(4)   That the tax collector based the determination on an erroneous interpretation of a section of this chapter that establishes a category of business subject to a particular tax.

(b)   If the taxpayer fails to request a conference, the deficiency becomes final and the tax collector shall proceed to collect the deficiency.

(c)   If the taxpayer requests a conference, the tax collector shall not proceed to collect the deficiency until such collector hears the taxpayer's objections and determines that the deficiency should become final.

(d)   The tax collector shall maintain records for three (3) years for each conference held pursuant to this section. The record shall contain the applicant's or licensee's name, the date of the conference, and a brief statement of the issues discussed and the results reached.  After three (3) years, the tax collector shall dispose of the record pursuant to G.S. 121-5.



(Code 1985, §§ 11-41--11-43)

§ 5-25: Confidentiality of information: 
All information regarding gross receipts or other information furnished or secured under the authority of this chapter shall be kept in strict confidence by the Office of the Tax Collector, its officials and employees, and shall not be subject or open to public inspection, except as provided in this chapter.  The aforementioned shall be utilized solely by the Office of the Tax Collector, its officials and employees for administering the provisions of these articles.  However, summaries of such information may be shared with appropriate town officials and employees for purposes of research and analysis.     
§ 5-26:  Issuance of license. 
After receipt of the necessary information, if the tax collector believes that no reason exists for refusal of a license under section 5-15, the collector shall determine the amount of tax due and notify the applicant of that amount.  The tax collector shall not issue a license until the tax is paid.

(Code 1985, § 11-31)



§ 5-27:  Contents of license
Every license issued by the city shall show on the face thereof the name of the licensee; the nature of the business and the location thereof, provided such business has a fixed location; the time for which issued.

(Code 1985, § 11-32)
§ 5-28:  Duty to Display license.
(a) Every license issued by the city must be kept prominently displayed at the place of business of the licensee named therein.  Failure to post this license shall raise the presumption of not being in compliance. 

(b) If there is no regular place of business, the licensee must keep the license wherever the business is being operated and in a place where it can be seen at any time by an official desiring to inspect it.  However, this section shall not apply to privilege licenses issued for rental units.


(Code 1985, § 11-34; Ord. of 6-10-98)
(c)    If a machine or other item of personal property is licensed, the license shall be affixed to such machine or item.
§ 5-29:  Duty to notify changes:

Change in the business during the tax year; 

(a)  A licensee under this chapter shall report a change in the information contained in the license application to the tax collector within ten (10) days after the change occurs.  If information shown on the license itself is affected thereby, the licensee shall surrender the license to the tax collector when reporting the change.  The tax collector shall reissue a license reflecting the change of name or address upon payment of $5.00. 
(b)   If changes affect the amount due, the tax collector shall reissue a separate or additional license reflecting the change upon payment of the additional tax.  The license shall be subject to cancellation for failure to comply with this subsection. 
  (Code 1985, § 11-36)


(c)   Duplicate copy.  Upon satisfactory proof that a license has been lost or destroyed, the tax collector shall furnish a duplicate upon payment of $5.00.  Any other duplication of a license shall constitute a misdemeanor, and is punishable as provided in sections 5-32 and 5-33.   
 (Code 1985, § 11-34.5)

§ 5-30:  Notify discontinuation of business.

Any person, who sells, transfers or goes out of business, must give notice to the tax collectors of the taxing units in which the business is located at least 48 hours prior to the date of the pending sale, transfer, or termination of business.
 (G.S. 105-366(d))
  
(a) Transfer:  
  All licenses issued under the provisions of this article shall be a personal privilege and shall not be transferable.  

(b) Refunds for discontinued business: 

No license tax shall be reduced nor shall any refund of any part thereof be made in any case where the licensee surrenders the license, discontinues business or is revoked before the end of the period for which such license was issued.                     
(Code 1985, § 11-25)


 
§ 5-31:  Collection of deficiency.

The tax collector may use any of the following methods to collect a deficiency:

(a)   Criminal prosecution in accordance with section 5-32(a).  

(b)   Equitable relief in accordance with section 5-32(b).
    


(c)   The remedies of levy and sale and attachment and garnishment, in accordance with G.S. 160A-207.

(d)   The remedies of levy and sale of real and personal property of the taxpayer within the town in the same manner and to the same extent as apply to taxes levied by the State as stated in G.S. 105-109 and as per the provisions of G.S. 105-242.

Any person who commences or continues to conduct a business taxed under this section without payment of the tax is liable for the additional tax as defined in section 14.  No license shall be granted until the tax plus the additional tax has been paid.

 (Code 1985, § 11-44)


§ 5-32:  Enforcement of chapter.

(a)   Criminal remedies:  Conducting business within this city without having paid the privilege license tax imposed by this chapter, without a valid license issued pursuant to this chapter, or without posting a license pursuant to section 5-28 is a misdemeanor, punishable as provided in section 5-33.  Each day that a person conducts business in violation of this chapter is a separate offense.  Payment of a fine imposed in criminal proceedings pursuant to this section does not relieve a person of such person's liability for taxes imposed under this chapter.  

(b)   Equitable remedies:  In addition to the criminal remedies set forth in subsection (a) of this section and pursuant to G.S. 160A-175(d), the city may seek an injunction against any person who conducts a business in violation of this chapter.  


(Code 1985, § 11-45)


(c)   Garnishment and levy remedies.  The tax collector may set forth the sale of tangible personal property (levy) or attach wages, rents, bank deposit and other compensation (garnish) to eliminate any delinquent license tax in accordance with G.S. 105-368 and G.S. 160A-207.



§ 5-33:  General penalty; additional remedies:
(a)   Unless otherwise provided, any person violating any section of this Chapter or any ordinance of the city shall be guilty of a class 3 misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be subject to punishment in accordance with G.S. 14-4.  Unless otherwise provided, the maximum fine for a misdemeanor violation is $500.00.

(b)   The sections of this Chapter may be enforced, inter alia, as authorized and in accordance with G.S. 160A-175.  Specifically, and without limitation, any section of this Chapter may be enforced by an appropriate equitable remedy issued by a court of competent jurisdiction. In such case, the general court of justice shall have jurisdiction to issue such orders as may be appropriate, and it shall not be a defense to the application of the town for equitable relief that there is an adequate remedy at law.




§ 5-34:  Each day's violation a separate offense:
Unless otherwise specified, each day's continuing violation of any section of this article shall be a separate and distinct offense.




§ 5-35:  Licensee’s remedies
(a)  Assertions of valid defense.  Any licensee asserting a valid defense to the enforcement of the collection of any license levied in this chapter shall proceed as provided in this section: 

(1)  A valid defense shall include the following: 


 a.     A license imposed through clerical error. 


 b.     An illegal license. 


 c.     A license levied for an illegal purpose. 

(2)  If the license has been paid, the licensee, at any time within three years after such license became due, may make a demand for a refund of the license paid by submitting to the town commissioners a written statement of his defense and a request for a refund thereof. 

(b)  Action of governing body.  Upon receiving a licensee’s written statement of defense and request for release or refund, the town commissioners shall within 90 days after receipt of such request determine whether the licensee has a valid defense to the license imposed or any part thereof and shall either release or refund that portion of the amount that is determined to be in excess of the correct license liability or notify the licensee in writing that no release or refund will be made.  The action of the town commissioners on applications for refunds shall be recorded in its minutes.  If a refund is made, the finance department shall forward such refund to the tax collector, who shall note on all records the amount of refund, check number and refund date.

(c)  Suit for recovery of license taxes.  If within 90 days after receiving a licensee's request for refund and the city council has failed to refund the full amount requested by the licensee, or has notified the licensee that no refund will be made, or has taken no action on the request, the licensee may bring a civil action against the town for the amount claimed.  Such action may be brought at any time within three years from the expiration of the period in which the city council is required to act. 

(d)  Civil action.  Civil action brought pursuant to subsection (c) of this section shall be brought in the appropriate division of the general court of justice in the county.  If, upon the trial, it is determined that the license or any part of it was illegal, or levied for an illegal purpose, or excessive as a result of a clerical error, judgment shall be rendered therefore with interest thereon at six percent (6%) per annum plus costs.  The judgment shall be collected as in other civil actions.
§  5-36--5-39. Reserved.

Editor's note:  An Ord. of April 14, 1999 repealed sections 5-24--5-26 in their entirety.  Former sections 5-24--5-26 pertained to Sunday observance for merchants, barbers, and shoe-shiners, respectively, and derived from the Code of 1985, §§ 11-1--11-3; Ord. of April 8, 1998; and Ord. of Aug. 12, 1998.  

§  5-40. Selling goods, etc., to children from automobiles, etc.

No person shall sell or offer for sale to children under fourteen (14) years of age any farm products, dairy products, goods, wares, or merchandise, or any other thing whatsoever, from an automobile, truck, wagon, cart, stand, or container which is parked, placed, or standing upon or within any street or sidewalk within the city.

(Code 1985, § 11-6) 

§  5-41. Selling of switchblade knives.
It shall be unlawful, and punishable as a misdemeanor, for any person to sell any switchblade knife in the city; provided, that the sale of switchblade knives to certified law enforcement officers for use in providing public health or safety services, is not prohibited.

(Code 1985, § 11-8; Ord. of 1-13-99)

State law references:  Sale of weapons generally, G.S. 14-402 et seq.  


§  5-42.  License Tax Schedule.
In the following section, every business, trade, occupation, profession, franchise or other activity is subject to the following taxes and shall be levied and collected annually unless designated otherwise.  

Businesses located outside city limits.  Unless otherwise exempt, this chapter covers and applies to any business located outside the city that engages in some business activity inside the city limits of Reidsville.
A

ADVERTISING, OUTDOOR . . . . .$ 35.00
      Cross references:  Regulations, § 5-40 et seq.  

State law references: Formerly G.S. 105-86; (see G.S. 160A-211)  

AMUSEMENT MACHINES OR DEVICES: Per location . . . 25.00

      Cross references:  Amusement machines and devices generally, § 5-50 et seq.  


State law references: Formerly G.S. 105-102.5; (see G.S. 160A-211) 
AMUSEMENTS:

Upon every traveling theatrical company, tent show, or other single attraction of like nature, per day . . . 300.00

See also MOVIE THEATRE
      Cross references:  Regulations, § 5-50 et seq.  

ANTIQUE FURNITURE:   Every person dealing in antique furniture . . . 10.00
AUTOMOBILE ACCESSORIES, RETAIL . . . 12.50

      State law references:  formerly G.S. 105-89(a); (see G.S. 160A-211)  
AUTOMOBILE DEALERS:

(1)   New motor vehicles . . . 25.00
(2)   Secondhand or used motor vehicles exclusively shall be liable for the tax as set out in this schedule unless such business is of a seasonal, temporary, transient, or itinerant nature, in which event the tax shall be for each location where such business is carried on . . . 300.00

      State law references:  Formerly G.S. 105-89(c); (see G.S. 160A-211)  
AUTOMOBILE EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLY DEALERS AT WHOLESALE . . . $ 37.50

      State law references:  Formerly G.S. 105-89(b); (see G.S. 160A-211)  

AWNING OR TENT MAKERS . . . 10.00

B

BALLOONS, NOVELTIES, SOUVENIRS, CURIOS, AND FLAGS:

Every person offering for sale balloons, novelties, souvenirs, curios, and flags, per day . . . 5.00

BARBERSHOPS and BEAUTY PARLORS:

Per operator . . . 2.50


State law references:  Authority to levy, G.S. 160A-211(b)  
BEER AND WINE DEALERS:  (Due May 1)

(1)   Beer dealer, wholesale . . . 37.50
(2)   Wine dealer, wholesale . . . 37.50

State law references:  Authority to levy, G.S. 105-113.79
(3)   Beer dealers, retail:

a.   On-premises beer (plus 10% for each additional chain license) . . . 15.00

b.   Off-premises beer (plus 10% for each additional chain license) . . . 5.00

(4)   Wine dealer, retail:

a.   On-premises wine (plus 10% for each additional chain license) . . . 15.00
b.   Off-premises wine (plus 10% for each additional chain license) . . . 10.00


State law references:  G.S. 105-113.77 
BICYCLE SALES . . .  25.00



State law references: Formerly G.S. 105-102.5; (see G.S. 160A-211) 

BILLIARD AND POOL TABLES:  per location . . . 25.00
      Cross references:  Hours of operation of poolrooms, etc., § 5-56.  


State law references: Formerly G.S. 105-102.5; (see G.S. 160A-211) 

BOARDINGHOUSES:

Every person serving for pay within a residence at least 1 meal a day for as many as 10 people shall be classified as a boardinghouse operator and shall pay a license tax . . . 10.00

BOOK BINDERS:

(1)   Including job printing, each . . . 30.00

(2)   Not including job printing, each . . . 15.00
BOWLING ALLEYS:

Each alley kept or operated . . . 10.00
      Cross references:  Hours of operation of bowling alleys, etc., § 5-56.  


State law references: Formerly G.S. 105-102.5; (see G.S. 160A-211) 

BRICK DEALERS AND MANUFACTURERS:

Every person engaged in dealing in or manufacturing brick or cement or cinder blocks, terra cotta, drain tile, and similar products . . . 10.00  

BUILDING MATERIALS:

Every person engaged in the business of selling building materials . . . 10.00

C

CABINET AND CARPENTER SHOPS:

Every person engaged in operating a cabinet and/or carpenter shop . . . 10.00

CAMPGROUNDS AND TRAILER PARKS:

Operating a campground, trailer park, tent camping area, and advertising for transient patronage . . . 12.50

State law references: Formerly G.S. 105-102.5; (see G.S. 160A-211) 

CARPET CLEANERS . . . 15.00

CIRCUSES, CARNIVALS, FAIRS, MENAGERIES, WILD WEST, DOG, OR PONY SHOWS:   per day . . . 25.00
Cross references:  Regulations, § 5-60 et seq.  


State law references:  G.S. 105-37.1
CLAIM AND COLLECTION AGENCIES . . . 50.00


State law references:  Formerly G.S. 105-45; (See G.S. 160A-211)  

CLAIRVOYANTS: Each . . . 2,000.00

Cross references:  Definition, § 5-44.  


State law references:  Formerly G.S. 105-58.
COLD STORAGE PLANTS OR FREEZER LOCKERS:

Every person operating a cold storage plant wherein anything is stored for compensation . . . 10.00

CONFECTIONERY AND FRUIT STANDS:

Every person engaged in the business of operating a confectionery or fruit stand . . . 10.00

CONTRACTORS AND CONSTRUCTION COMPANIES . . . 10.00


State law references:  Formerly G.S. 105-54; (See G.S. 160A-211)  
D

DANCES, PUBLIC SUBSCRIPTION:

Every person managing a dance which an admission is charged; each location . . . 25.00

 (Dances promoted and managed by civic organizations and private and public secondary schools exempt)  

      Cross references:  See § 5-70 et seq.  


State law references:  Formerly G.S. 105-37.1; (See G.S. 160A-211)  
DAY CARE CENTERS:

(1)   Fewer than 50 . . . 50.00

(2)   50 to 99 . . . 100.00

(3)   100 to 149 . . . 200.00

(4)   150 to 200 . . . 300.00

(5)   More than 200 . . . 400.00

DEPARTMENT STORES:

Every person engaged in the business of operating a department store other than a chain store . . . 25.00

DIRECTORIES:

Every person engaged in compiling and selling directories . . . 25.00

DISTRESS SALES:

(1)   Bankrupt or fire sales:

a.   First week of sale, per day . . . 25.00

b.   Each succeeding day . . . 50.00

(2)   Other distress sales:

a.   First 30 days . . . 25.00

b.   Each 30-day extension . . . 50.00

E
ELEVATORS AND AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEMS:

Installing firms having a principal office or a branch office located in the city . . . 100.00


State law references:  Formerly G.S. 105-55; (See G.S. 160A-211)   
EMIGRANT AND EMPLOYMENT AGENTS . . . $ 100.00


State law references:  G.S. 105-90; (See G.S. 160A-211) 
  

ENGRAVERS AND LITHOGRAPHERS . . . 15.00

F

FERTILIZER DEALERS:

Every person engaged in the sale of fertilizer . . . 25.00
FISH AND OYSTER DEALERS . . . 5.00

FLORISTS:

(1)   Where the annual gross sales exceed $50.00 but do not exceed $500.00 . . . 5.00

(2)   Where the annual gross sales exceed $500.00 . . . 25.00

FORTUNETELLERS . . . 2,000.00

      Cross references:  Definition, § 5-44.  


State law references:  Formerly G.S. 105-58.  

FOUNDRIES OR MACHINE SHOPS . . . 10.00

G

GARAGES . . . 12.50

State law references:  formerly G.S. 105-89(a); (see G.S. 160A-211)  

GASOLINE, NAPHTHA, BENZINE, OIL, ETC. . . . 50.00


State law references:  formerly G.S. 105-72.  
GUNSMITHS AND LOCKSMITHS . . . 10.00

H
HARDWARE STORES:  Every person operating a hardware store . . . 25.00

HARVESTING AND AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY:

Every person engaged in the business of selling, trading or dealing in harvesting and agricultural machinery . . 35.00

HOTELS, MOTELS, TOURIST COURTS, AND TOURIST HOUSES:

(1)   Per room . . . 1.00

(2)   Minimum . . . 25.00


State law references:   Formerly G.S. 105-61; (See G.S. 160A-211) 
  

HYPNOTISTS: Per week . . . 100.00


State law references:   Fortunetellers, Formerly G.S. 105-58.  
I

ITINERANT SALESMEN AND MERCHANTS:

Any salesman or merchant, who shall display for sale, either on the street or in a building occupied, in whole or in part, any goods, wares, or merchandise, not being a regular merchant of such county, shall pay . . .  100.00

Cross references:  Regulations, ch. 13.  


State law references:  Formerly G.S. 105-53; (See G.S. 160A-211) 

J

JEWELRY STORES:

(1)   Generally . . . 15.00

(2)   With watch repair . . . 25.00

(3)   With watch repair only . . . 10.00

JUNK DEALERS:

The following tax shall be paid by all such dealers unless such person deals solely in wastepaper, in which case no tax is due . . . 37.50

L

LAUNDRIES:

(1)   Every person engaged in the business of washing or laundering clothes or other articles of any description by steam, electricity, or other power for compensation . . . 25.00

(2)   Engaged in the business of supplying or renting clean linens, towels or wearing apparel . . . 25.00

State law references:  Formerly G.S. 105-85; (See G.S. 160A-211)   

LOAN AGENCIES OR BROKERS:

    Each place of business . . . 100.00


State law references:  G.S. 105-88.  

M

MACHINERY:

Every person engaged in the business of dealing in machinery not otherwise taxed under this chapter . . . $ 25.00

MANUFACTURERS:

Every person engaged in the business of manufacturing, which business is not specifically taxed in this chapter, shall pay a license tax . . . 25.00

MARBLE YARDS . . . 40.00

MEATS:

(1)   Every person engaged in selling fresh meats at wholesale or operating a packinghouse . . . 25.00

(2)   Not wholesale . . . 10.00

MERCHANTS: Not otherwise taxed . . . 10.00

MERRY-GO-ROUNDS, PINBALL MACHINES, ETC.: per location . . . 25.00
      Cross references:  Amusement machines and devices generally, § 5-50 et seq.  


State law references: Formerly G.S. 105-102.5; (see G.S. 160A-211) 

MISCELLANEOUS:  Not otherwise taxed herein . . . 15.00
MOTORCYCLE DEALERS . . . 12.50


State law references:  Formerly G.S. 105-89.1; (See G.S. 160A-211)   

MOVIE THEATRE AND OTHER ENTERTAINMENT:

(1)   Each screen . . . 200.00

(2)   Upon all other forms of entertainment and amusement not otherwise taxed or specifically exempt in this chapter, for which an admission is charged . . . 25.00

Cross references:  License required to operate motion picture, theater, etc., § 5-60 et seq.  


State law references:  Formerly G.S. 105-37; (See G.S. 160A-211)   

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS: . . . 5.00

MUSIC MACHINES . . . 5.00 each

State law references:  Formerly G.S. 105-65; (See G.S. 160A-211)   

N

NEWS DEALERS:

Every person engaged in business as a dealer in newspapers or periodicals . . . 10.00

NEWSPAPER CONTESTS:

(1)   Daily newspaper or other daily periodical . . . 100.00

(2)   Monthly, weekly, semiweekly newspaper, magazine, or other periodical . . . 25.00

NEWSPAPERS:

Every person publishing a newspaper . . . 25.00
O
OFFICE SUPPLIES AND/OR SERVICING CERTAIN MACHINES:

Every person dealing in office supplies or servicing and repairing typewriters, cash registers, adding machines, and similar office machines . . . 10.00

P

PACKINGHOUSES . . . 100.00


State law references:  Formerly G.S. 105-70.  

PAINTING:

(1)   Every person engaged in business as a painting contractor . . . 17.50

(2)   With only 1 helper . . . 8.75

PAWNBROKERS . . . 275.00


State law references:  Formerly G.S. 105-50; (See G.S. 160A-211)   

PEDDLER: . . . 25.00

Cross references:  Regulations, ch. 13.  


State law references:  Formerly G.S. 105-53(a), (b), (c) ; (See G.S. 160A-211)   G.S. 66

PHRENOLOGISTS . . . 2,000.00

Cross references:  Definition, § 5-44.  

PIANO AND ORGAN TUNERS AND REPAIRERS . . . 5.00


State law references: Formerly G.S. 105-102.5; (see G.S. 160A-211) 

PICTURES AND PICTURE FRAMES . . . 10.00

PISTOLS, ETC.: Dealers in:

(1)   Pistols . . . 50.00

(2)   Bowie knives, daggers, dirks, sling shots, loaded canes, iron or metallic knuckles, or similar weapons . .  200.00

(3)   Blank cartridge pistols . . . 50.00


State law references:   Formerly G.S. 105-80; (See G.S. 160A-211)   

PLUMBERS, HEATING CONTRACTORS, AND ELECTRICIANS:

(1)   Firm or corporation . . . 50.00

(2)   Individual, not firm or corporation, employing 1 person . . . 8.75


State law references:  Formerly G.S. 105-91; (See G.S. 160A-211)   

  

PRESSING CLUBS, DRY CLEANING PLANTS, AND HAT BLOCKERS . . . 50.00

Branch offices when located in this city in which the parent establishment is located also shall pay one-half the tax levied on the parent establishment.

State law references:  Formerly G.S. 105-74; (See G.S. 160A-211)   
PRINTING ESTABLISHMENTS:

Every person engaged in the business of operating a printing establishment . . . 10.00

R

RENTALS . . . 15.00

All rental units operated in the city. Each single-family unit, whether it is maintained as a detached structure, attached structure, or a single unit within an apartment structure, shall be a single rental unit for the purposes of requiring an annual license.

(a)  Every rental unit within the city shall require a certification from the department of community development that the rental unit has been inspection for compliance with chapter 4, article II of this Code within the past thirty-six (36) months. However, any rental unit whose most recent inspection shall have passed for compliance with chapter 4, article II of this Code upon the first inspection may be exempted from this requirement.

(b)  No license shall be issued for any rental unit that does not receive certification of compliance with chapter 4, article II of this Code.  (see § 5-6)

(c)  No license shall be issued for any rental unit that is located upon property that has a civil citation issued by the city pending against it, or has any judgment or lien in favor of the city against it.  (see § 5-6)

(Ord. of 2-16-95(1), § I; Ord. of 11-13-02(1), Pt. I; Ord. of 12-8-04, Pt. I)   

REPAIR SHOPS:

Every person engaged in the business of operating a repair shop not otherwise taxed . . . 10.00

RESTAURANTS, CAFES, CAFETERIAS, LUNCH COUNTERS, LUNCH STANDS, AND PUBLIC EATING PLACES:

(1)   Sitting for four (4) or less . . . 25.00
(2)   Sitting for five (5) or more . . . 42.50


State law references:  Formerly G.S. 105-62; (See G.S. 160A-211)   
  

ROOF REPAIRS:

Every person engaged in the business of patching, painting, or repairing of roofs . . . 10.00

S

SECONDHAND DEALERS:

Every person engaged in the business of selling or offering for sale or trading secondhand goods, wares, or merchandise of any description except automobiles . . . 10.00

SECURITIES DEALERS . . . 50.00

SERVICE STATIONS . . . 12.50


State law references:  Formerly G.S. 105-89(a) ; (See G.S. 160A-211)   
SHOE SHOPS:

(1)   Every person making or repairing shoes . . . 10.00

(2)   Shoeshine, per chair . . . 0.50

SHOOTING GALLERIES, INDOOR BASEBALL, ETC.:

Upon each public shooting gallery, indoor baseball court, or amusement of like manner . . . 25.00


State law references: Formerly G.S. 105-102.5; (see G.S. 160A-211) 

SIGNS:

Every person manufacturing, painting, erecting, or maintaining signs, including electric neon signs . . . 35.00

State law references: Formerly G.S. 105-86; (see G.S. 160A-211) 

SKATING RINKS . . . 25.00


State law references: Formerly G.S. 105-102.5; (see G.S. 160A-211) 

SOLICITORS AND CANVASSERS . . . 10.00

Cross references:  Regulations, § 13-50 et seq.  

STORES, BRANCH OR CHAIN:

For each chain store located in city . . . 50.00


State law references:  Formerly G.S. 105-98; (See G.S. 160A-211)   

  

SUNDRIES:

The sale of pre-wrapped sandwiches in drugstores, service stations, or other places not licensed and taxed as a restaurant; operating or placing on location a dispenser or machine for cigarettes or other tobacco products, soft drinks, food or other merchandise, weighing machines; retailing soft drinks, operating a soda fountain or soft drink stand; or retailing or jobbing cigarettes, cigars, or any other tobacco products . . . 4.00


State law references: Formerly G.S. 105-102.5; (see G.S. 160A-211) 

T
TAILORS:  Every person operating a tailor shop . . . 10.00

TATTOOING . . . 25.00

TELEGRAPH COMPANIES . . . 20.00

TOBACCO WAREHOUSES . . . 50.00


State law references:  Formerly G.S. 105-77; (See G.S. 160A-211)   

  

U 

UNDERTAKERS AND RETAIL DEALERS IN COFFINS . . . 50.00


State law references:  Formerly G.S. 105-46; (See G.S. 160A-211)   
UPHOLSTERY SHOPS:

Every person operating an upholstery shop . . . 10.00

V

VIDEO GAMES, ELECTRONIC, COIN OPERATED:

Per machine . . . 5.00


State law references:  Formerly G.S. 105-66.1; (See G.S. 160A-211)   

W
WHOLESALE AUTOMOBILE SUPPLIES . . . 37.50

Cross references:  Peddlers' and solicitors' licenses, § 13-50 et seq.


State law references:  Formerly G.S. 105-89(b); (See G.S. 160A-211)   
  

WHOLESALE PRODUCE:

(1)   In building . . . 12.50

(2)   From truck . . . 25.00

WRESTLING OR BOXING PROMOTERS:

Promoting wrestling or boxing matches or both . . . 25.00

(Code 1985, §§ 11-45, 15-13, 15-74; Ord. of 2-16-95(1), § I; Ord. of 7-1-95; Ord. of 11-11-98, § 2)


§  5-43.  Blasting; bond required.

(a)  No license shall be issued to any person to engage in the business of blasting until such person has filed with the city clerk a bond in the amount of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00).
(b)  Such bond shall be payable to the city and shall be conditioned for the faithful observance of all ordinances relating to such business and to save the city harmless from all damages to the city or claims for damages against the city that may arise by reason of such licensee or his agents, servants, or employees. Every such bond shall be secured by one (1) or more sureties to be approved by the city manager or the council.


(Code 1985, § 11-5)

§  5-44.  Fortunetellers, palmists, etc.

(a)  Any person who receives a reward for pretending to tell fortunes, read palms, or practice the art of palmistry, clairvoyance, phrenology, or any other craft of a similar kind, shall apply for in advance and procure from the city clerk a license for the privilege of practicing such art or craft.
(b)  The license tax shall be such amount as prescribed by the license tax schedule. This license tax shall not be prorated after the expiration of any part of the current license year, but an applicant for such license shall, at any time he applies, pay the full sum for the unexpired term of the current license year.
(c)   Any person who purports to make no charge for pretending to tell fortunes, read palms, or practice the art of clairvoyance, phrenology, or other craft of a similar kind, but who sells, trades, or barters anything whatsoever in connection with the practice of such art or craft shall be deemed to be a person who "receives a reward" under this section.


(Code 1985, § 11-5.5)


State law references:  Authority for city to license fortunetellers, Formerly G.S. 105-58.  

§  5-45 -- 5-49.  Reserved
CONSIDERATION OF BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS.
City Manager Almond then distributed the ballots for the lone board to be considered – the Reidsville Human Relations Commission.
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT .
League meeting.

In the City Manager’s Report, Almond noted that the Rockingham County League of Local Governments meeting will be hosted by Eden. City Clerk Angela Stadler or Deputy Clerk Libby Young will get with Council members to see if they can attend.
Work Sessions.

City Manager Almond noted that the only free date appears to be Tuesday, February 19. It was decided that the special meeting would be held at 8 a.m.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS.
City Clerk Angela G. Stadler, CMC, then announced the following unanimous appointment:  Mr. Ilvarez G. Henderson of 145 Lala Drive was re-appointed to a fourth term on the Commission. (A COPY OF THE BALLOTS ARE HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)
PUBLIC COMMENTS.
During the Public Comments portion of the meeting, the following citizens were heard:
· Mr. Daniel Pittman of Lawndale Drive complained about the apartments on Lawndale with reported gang activity and traffic on Lawndale, including truck traffic. City Manager Almond said he would address the gang activity issue with Police Chief Hunt. It was stated that the Police Department is very proactive when it comes to combating gang activity. Mr. Pittman stated that he had made a call to the Police Department, and it took them over 45 minutes to respond. Upon further questioning, Mr. Pittman told Council he was partially to blame because he didn’t give his name, the police arrived but saw nothing and left.
· Mr. Gary Doss of 714 Montgomery Street expressed concerns about plans for an ice cream shop at the old service station at the intersection of Morehead and Scales streets. Since there are no crosswalks there, he said he worried that traffic and children getting hit. He said he likes what Dav Gerrells is planning to do, but he thinks it is the wrong place to do it. He concluded by congratulating Mayor Festerman for being named “Citizen of the Year” by the Reidsville Chamber of Commerce.

· Ms. Virginia Thorpe of 707 Lawndale Drive also complained about the traffic and speeding on Lawndale. She said it was extremely dangerous. She also said the citizens of Reidsville were extremely concerned about Mr. Almond’s raise and absolutely don’t think he deserves it. She said, regarding the arts emphasis in downtown Reidsville, “that’s not what Reidsville is all about.” She said the City needs jobs, restaurants and businesses. She said she had complained to Councilman Rucker and he had told her to come to City Council. “That’s why I’m here,” she said. Later in the meeting, Councilman Rucker explained that he works with Ms. Thorpe and that he had encouraged her to come and speak because he didn’t want it to appear he was showing her any favoritism.
· Mr. Ken Bowman of 107 Oak Hill Drive complained about being unable to reserve a campsite at Lake Reidsville on the weekends. He also stated that he had to pay a deposit while others didn’t.  Mayor Festerman said that some of Mr. Bowman’s concerns were already under consideration and would be addressed in the very near future. Mr. Bowman said he had brought this up to Mr. Brown (Parks & Recreation Director) back in September and that he must have done something because lately, he learned that Mr. Brown had said no more long-term reservations. The Mayor noted that this topic is scheduled for one of the Council’s work sessions.
· Rev. Clarence Johnson of 701 Woodsway Court discussed the number of fatalities that have occurred on Morehead Street. He asked the Council to investigate putting guardrails up between Pennsylvania and Winstead streets. He noted that with the gully to the left, if people run off the road, they may run into a tree there. He said he was suggesting guardrails on both sides so that people won’t be hurt or killed. The Mayor said staff will look into it. Councilman Rucker suggested a stoplight at the intersection of Branch and Morehead Streets because young people are going too fast down the road. The Mayor said that could also be discussed at the work session.
· Mr. Mason King of 413 Piedmont Street said he agreed with Gary Doss about the intersection at the monument. He noted that there are no “Yield to Pedestrians” signs, which are needed with the library there on the corner and with the plans for the downtown area. He said there needed to be something to draw attention to people crossing there. As a small business owner in the downtown, he complimented City Council on the changes being made there. He said he appreciated the support of City Council for plans in the downtown area. City Manager Almond pointed out that stamped concrete could be used for crosswalks in the area.

· Ms. Darlene Weeks of 701 Dalton Street noted that the neighborhood had petitioned the City to pave Dalton Street. She questioned why the property owners had to pay for it when they paid property taxes? City Manager Almond said it had always been the policy of the City that if a neighborhood wanted a street paved, they had to pay for it. Once paved, the City takes over the maintenance of it. Developers of new subdivisions have to pay to pave the streets, he noted. Residents’ taxes will go to maintain the street after it’s been paved, he said. City Manager Almond added that Dalton is the next street on the list to be paved, probably in the spring.

· Ms. Sharon Simpson of 2212 Olive Drive got up to speak. She asked Council to respond to Ms. Thorpe. The Mayor noted that Ms. Thorpe made a comment and did not ask a question.

· Mr. Dick Frohock of 1516 Coblecrest Drive, Chairman of the City’s Human Relations Commission, referenced the earlier discussion of gangs. He stated that the Human Relations Commission and the Police Department held a community awareness forum this past September on this issue. It was successful enough that they will continue with a followup forum, perhaps in April or June. He invited those present to attend. He added that the Police Department has been exceptionally cooperative in combating gang activity.
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS.
Councilwoman Zdanski – The Councilwoman said she had been privileged to attend along with about 120 people a session on the proposed Arts Center. The meeting included brainstorming and was filled with creative ideas.
The Historic Preservation Commission met January 15 and a draft of the minutes is in the agenda packet, she said. The Commission is working on the Governor Reid House budget and has gotten rid of weeds, etc. from outside. Next fiscal year, some changes will be made on the inside, she said. The Commission will also have further discussions regarding redefining the Historic District boundaries, she noted, and is currently investigating properties for bronze plaques.

The minutes of the Reidsville Appearance Commission are also in the packet, she said. She noted several projects including Commission speakers at Community Watch meetings, a forum on litter on March 13 and the Remarkable Trees nominating process. She said in future meetings, members will decide whether to continue the Pride & Participation program.
Councilman Rucker – No report.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham – The Planning Board met on January 16, he said, and heard a new proposal from Belmont Estates to downgrade what they had originally proposed. Planning Board rejected the new proposal, he said.
The Mayor Pro Tem reported that he is a brand new “PaPa” with the birth of his granddaughter, Chelsea Monique Hairston.

Councilman Gentry – No report.

Councilman Turner – The Councilman said the downtown is doing very well with new businesses. The Arts Center meeting last night at Café 99 drew a capacity crowd, including a lot of young people, he said, with all segments of the population represented. He said it was very enlightening and encouraged those in attendance to visit the downtown at night.

Councilman Henderson – No report.

Mayor Festerman – No report.

Councilman Gentry then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to adjourn at approximately 7:50 p.m.
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James K. Festerman, Mayor

ATTEST:

____________________________________

  Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk
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