MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD TUESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2009 AT 6:30 P.M.

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor James K. Festerman


Mayor Pro-Tem Donald L. Gorham


Councilman John H. Gentry


Councilman John Henderson


Councilman George O. Rucker

Councilman Clark Turner


Councilwoman Joan Zdanski


                                                                         

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                      
NONE 

CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                    
D. Kelly Almond, City Manager
                                                                                    Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk

William F. McLeod Jr., City Attorney

Donna Setliff, Assistant Community Development Director

Michael Pearce, Community Development Director

Edd Hunt, Police Chief

David  Bracken, Fire Chief

Chris Phillips, Finance Director

Mayor Festerman called the meeting to order and recognized the Rev. Gregory Hopkins, President of the Reidsville Ministerial Alliance, who provided the invocation.
Mayor Festerman then led in the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Late Ronnie McDaniel Recognized.

The Mayor then requested a moment of silence in memory of Reidsville Public Works retiree Ronnie McDaniel, who died January 1st after a bout with cancer.

Homelessness Advocate Kim Denmark Introduced.

Mayor Festerman then introduced Kim Denmark, an advocate for the homeless, who has walked some 3,700 miles in 16 states using 21 pairs of shoes in the past 82 months. He noted that he met Ms. Denmark, who is on her way to Washington, D.C., walking on US 29 this afternoon and invited her to attend tonight’s meeting. Local businesses have provided her with food (Golden Corral), lodging (Holiday Inn) and shoes (Strader’s Shoe Store). She has been escorted by Police Chief Edd Hunt and Sgt. Brad Crabtree.

Ms. Denmark thanked the Mayor and stated that she has been received so well by all the people here. She said people told her she shouldn’t cross over into North Carolina, that the area was too dangerous for women, but she said that hadn’t been the case. She said she was “overwhelmed,” she had never had a Mayor stop what he was doing and come out and welcome her to his city.

Ms. Denmark discussed the plight of the homeless. She pointed to a family in the audience she had met and said “these are the families I’m walking for,” those that live paycheck to paycheck. She explained that she had been a successful businesswoman in Ohio but that God had called her to do this ministry. She said her ultimate goal is a hospital for the homeless, which she has located in Chicago.
She thanked the local businesses, the Chamber of Commerce and the Mayor for their hospitality. She stated that she has 33 more states to go. She encouraged those in the audience to go to her website, www.kimdenmark.org or call her at the hotel.

The homelessness advocate shook hands or hugged each of the Council members. A short break was taken to allow those present to talk and shake hands with Ms. Denmark.

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor Festerman asked if any Council members wanted any items pulled from the Consent Agenda for further consideration? 
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham asked why the Dec. 22, 2008 special meeting minutes were not complete? City Manager Almond explained that only the open session portion of the minutes were included in the agenda packet.

Councilman Gentry then made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Zdanski and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve the Consent Agenda.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 - APPROVAL OF THE DECEMBER 9, 2008 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES AND THE OPEN SESSION MINUTES FROM THE DECEMBER 18TH AND DECEMBER 22ND SPECIAL MEETINGS.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved the December 9, 2008 regular meeting minutes and the opens session minutes from the December 18 and December 22, 2008 special meetings.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 - APPROVAL OF BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 14, WHICH APPROPRIATES FUNDS TO RECORD GRANTS RECEIVED AND TO MAKE MISCELLANEOUS ADJUSTMENTS.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved the following Budget Ordinance Amendment:

BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 14

     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on June 10, 2008 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2008-2009; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City's budget to recognize the receipt of grants and donations and to appropriate related expenditures.  
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on June 10, 2008 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.   That revenue account number 10-3411-0000, Police Explorers, be increased by $5,408.00; that revenue account number 10-3413-2000, State Unauthorized Substance Tax , be increased by $3,700.00; that revenue account number 10-3431-7000, Police Donations, be increased by $400.00; that revenue account number 10-3431-8000, US Department of Justice Grants , be increased by $4,522.00; that revenue account number 11-3613-4500, Lake donations and Grant, be increased by $500.00.
Section 2. That expense account number 10-4314-2350, Police Explorers, be increased by $5,408.00; that expense account number 10-4312-2605, Police Patrol Supplies, be increased by $3,700.00; that expense account number 10-4314-2600, Community Policing Supplies, be increased by $400.00; that expense account number 10-4312-2600, Police SRT Supplies, be increased by $3,817.00; that expense account number 10-4312-2120, Police Patrol Uniforms, be increased by $352.00; that expense account number 10-4310-2120, Police Administration Uniforms, be increased by $353.00; that expense account number 11-6130-2600, Supplies (Archery), be increased by $500.00.
This the 13th day of January, 2009.

                    /s/ _____________________                                        

                         James K. Festerman    

                                    Mayor

ATTEST:

/s _____________________                                   

    Angela G. Stadler, CMC

    City Clerk

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 - APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION TO PURCHASE A NEW AUTOMATED REFUSE TRUCK USING THE “PIGGYBACK” AUTHORITY GRANTED BY GENERAL STATUTE 143-129(G).

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved the following Resolution based on the justification provided by the Public Works Department (A COPY OF THE ACCOMPANYING MEMO DATED JANUARY 6, 2009, BY CHARLIE HAMILTON, PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR, AND PAT KNOWLES, SANIATION SUPERINTENDENT, IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES):
RESOLUTION OF THE City COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF Reidsville AUTHORIZING PIGGY BACKING ACCORDING TO GENERAL STATUTES 143-129 FOR 
AN AUTOMATED REFUSE TRUCK


whereas, General Statutes 143-129 allows local governments to buy off another local government’s contract if the vendor is willing to provide the items at the same or better price; and


whereas, the City of Raleigh formally bid the purchase of three (3) automated refuse trucks; and


WHEREAS, said City of Raleigh awarded the bid to Transource, Inc.; and


WHEREAS, Transource, Inc. has offered to extend to the City of Reidsville the same price as offered to the City of Raleigh for a total price of $216,026.00; and


WHEREAS, the City Manager, the City Finance Director, and the Public Works Director recommend that the contract for the purchase of an automated refuse truck for the Solid Waste Department be awarded to Transource, Inc.;


THEREFORE, NOW BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Reidsville that the contract for the purchase of an automated refuse truck be awarded to Transource, Inc. in the amount of $216,026.00 in accordance with G.S. 143-129 and that the appropriate City Officials are hereby authorized and directed to execute a contract with Transource, Inc. to provide this purchase.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager and City Finance Director are authorized to enter into financing arrangements with Transource, Inc.


This the 13th day of January, 2009.






/s/________________________________








James K. Festerman, Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_______________________________

     Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 4 - APPROVAL OF A REQUEST FROM THE MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. UNITY FUND COMMITTEE FOR A $2,500 CONTRIBUTION.
With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved the Martin Luther King Jr. Unity Fund Committee’s request for a $2,500 contribution. (A COPY OF THE COMMITTEE’S LETTER IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 5 - APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING MAINTENANCE RESPONSIBILITIES FOR SOUTH TECHNOLOGY DRIVE.
With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved the following Resolution accepting maintenance of South Technology Drive, which had been agreed upon by the City and NCDOT when the Industrial Park street was jointly built by the City and State:
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING 

MAINTENANCE RESPONSIBILITIES FOR

SOUTH TECHNOLOGY DRIVE


WHEREAS, SR2955, South Technology Drive, was constructed by the City of Reidsville in partnership with the North Carolina Department of Transportation to provide economic development activities and jobs for Rockingham County and the City of Reidsville; and, 


WHEREAS, as a part of the understanding under which South Technology Drive was constructed, it was agreed that said street would be accepted for maintenance responsibilities by the City of Reidsville after one year; and,


WHEREAS, over one year has passed since the construction of that street; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that South Technology Drive (SR2955) from Freeway Drive to its terminus be accepted by the City of Reidsville for maintenance responsibilities.


This the 13th day of January, 2009.








/s/____________________________








                James K. Festerman









              Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/___________________________________

         Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk

PROCLAMATIONS:
RECOGNITION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY ON JANUARY 19, 2009.
Mayor Festerman then read a proclamation recognizing Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day in the City of Reidsville. (A COPY OF THE PROCLAMATION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) The proclamation was presented to Rev. Gregory Hopkins of the Ministerial Alliance, Rev. Clarence Johnson of the NAACP, Beth Simmons of the Reidsville Chamber of Commerce and Pat Morgan of the Reidsville Human Relations Commission. They provided details of some of the events planned for the day, including the annual breakfast at the Zion Baptist Church Multipurpose Center, the gathering on the steps of the Reidsville Police Department and an afternoon church service.
RECOGNITION OF FIRE CAPTAIN RICKIE W. EVANS, WHO RETIRED FROM THE CITY OF REIDSVILLE WITH 30 YEARS OF SERVICE EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 1, 2008.
Mayor Festerman recognized retired Fire Captain Rickie W. Evans and read a proclamation honoring him. (A COPY OF THE PROCLAMATION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)
It was noted that Evans was going to be missed. He was told not to be a stranger to the City. Evans thanked the City Council and noted that then-Fire Chief Monsees in 1978 gave a 19-year-old kid a chance to be a “switchman” for the department, which meant he could work on any of the three shifts at any time.

Mayor Festerman presented Evans with a City watch for his 30 years of service. Evans then shook hands with each of the Council members.

Recognition of Fire Department.

Mayor Festerman asked Fire Chief Bracken for the details of what the Mayor described as a “real success story” at the Reidsville YMCA recently. The Fire Chief explained that a 70-year-old man had a heart attack. He was not breathing and had turned purple. The Fire Department responded and shocked his heart back into rhythm with a defibrillator. Chief Bracken also described this as a real success story and as an example of seeing tax dollars at work. It “speaks volumes of what we do in the community,” he said. The two firefighters who helped the gentleman were Jeff Carter and Anthony Crowder.
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
CONSIDERATION OF A TEXT AMENDMENT REGARDING RECYCLE COLLECTION SUBMITTED BY BRIAN GREER. 
In making the staff report, Assistant Community Development Director Donna Setliff noted that the applicant Brian Greer is seeking an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance which would allow the use of recycle collection to accept motorized vehicles for recycling.
She read the definition of recycle collection from the proposed amendment: “The operation of Recycling Collection is not to be construed as a junkyard, salvage yard or similar use. The short term collection of motorized vehicles as defined herein for the purpose of recycling is permitted.”

Setliff explained that the current ordinance allows recycle collection in Highway Business by Special Use Permit and in Light and Heavy Industrial by right. The proposed amendment repeals recycling collection operations from Highway Business and requires a Special Use permit in Light and Heavy Industrial zoning districts.

Reviewing the proposed text amendment, Setliff also noted that minimum acreage for the site is four acres if motorized vehicles are collected. If the business does not collect vehicles, it is not required to have a minimum acreage, she said. Under Classification of Products, no material may be stored longer than 60 continuous days, she added. Applicants must submit a site plan, and the building must be a permanent structure. No such activities are permitted within 200 feet of any residentially zoned or used property, she continued. Any storage or loading area can be no closer than 50 feet from the lot lines. Motorized vehicles must be crushed or mashed and placed in bins for removal from property within 30 days.

Setliff noted that state law requires such businesses to keep records of these transactions.

The proposed text amendment also requires all storage and loading/unloading areas to be located in the rear or side yards of the property, Setliff said. No stored materials may exceed the height of the required screening, and no materials can accumulate outside of the storage area. Setliff outlined screening requirements, including a solid fence, wall, or vinyl slat fence not less than 8 feet in height, and parking requirements. She noted that the facility can be inspected by the City at any time.
In reviewing the proposed amendment, the Planning Board recommended that staff-suggested wording regarding storage be changed to “motorized vehicles shall be moved within 30 days,” Setliff said.

Councilman Gentry questioned expressed concerns that the City might be held responsible for the cleanup of any leakage or spills from the vehicles, etc. Setliff said such requirements could be made part of the amendment.

Councilman Henderson asked if the applicant is thoroughly familiar with all of the requirements, to which Setliff replied in the affirmative.

Mayor Festerman suggested the issue be tabled until the cleanup question could be considered. 
Councilman Rucker thanked Councilman Gentry for thinking about the possible problems for the City.
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Gentry and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to table the public hearing until next month (February 10, 2009).
The following proposed amendment was not approved:

Amendment T 2008-6
AMENDING THE CITY OF REIDSVILLE ZONING ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING

ARTICLE V, DISTRICT REGULATIONS
SECTION 2, TABLE OF PERMITTED USES

 AND SECTION 3.8, REGULATIONS FOR SPECIAL USE PERMITS
OF THE CITY OF REIDSVILLE ZONING ORDINANCE

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina, that the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Reidsville be amended as follows:

Part I.
 That Article V, Section 2, Table of Permitted Uses be amended by repealing Recycle Collection by Special Use Permit in Highway Business and by repealing Recycling Collection by right in Light Industrial and Heavy Industrial.

Part II.  That Article V, Section 2, Table of Permitted Uses is amended to allow Recycling Collection by Special Use Permit in Light Industrial and Heavy Industrial.

Part III.  That Article V, Section 3.8, Regulations for Special Use Permits pertaining to Recycling Collection be rewritten as follows:

Use:


Recycle Collection
Approved By:

City Council

Special Use

Districts:

I-1 and I-2

Definition:

The operation of Recycling Collection is not to be construed as a 



junkyard, salvage yard or similar use.   The short term collection of 


motorized vehicles as defined herein for the purpose of recycling is 


permitted.  

Minimum Acreage:
4 Acres, all area to be contained on one parcel if motorized vehicles are collected 

Classification of

Products:
Applicants must submit a letter specifying the type of recyclable refuse to be collected and the length of storage time.   However, no material may be stored longer than 60-days.


Plans for handling hazardous materials shall be submitted along with the Special Use Permit Application.  

Required

Information:
Applicants must submit a site plan showing the location and size of all existing and proposed buildings, areas of storage, non-mobile equipment location, parking, buffering and requirements of the “Site Plan Requirement Checklist”.

Permanent 

Building:
The operation is only permitted in conjunction with a permanent building designated for said use.

Setbacks:
No such activities shall be permitted within 200 feet of any residentially zoned or residentially used property.

Any storage area or load/unloading area shall be no closer than 50 feet from the lot lines.

Motorized 

Vehicles:
Motorized vehicles shall be crushed or mashed and placed in bins for removal from property.  Motorized vehicles shall be removed within 30-days.

Storage:
All storage and loading/unloading areas must be located in the rear and/or side yards.  No stored materials may exceed the height of the required screening.  No materials shall be permitted to accumulate outside of the storage area.

Screening:  
All storage areas and active operation areas shall be enclosed by a solid fence, wall, or vinyl slat fence, not less than eight (8) feet in height, to screen the view of all materials.    

Parking:
One (1) off-street parking space for each employee.


There shall be stacking for 8 vehicles waiting to discard recycling materials. 


No trucks/vehicles waiting to discard recycling materials shall be allowed to be parked within any street right-of-way.  

Inspection:
The operation is open to inspection at all times.  

Part IV.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption by the City Council of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina

ADOPTED this the _______ day of _________________, 2009 by the City Council of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina.

CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST TO REZONE 20 PARCELS OF LAND IN THE ROCKY FORD ROAD AREA FROM VARIOUS COUNTY ZONINGS TO THE CITY CLASSIFICATION OF RESIDENTIAL AGRICULTURAL-20. 
In making the staff report, Assistant Community Development Director Donna Setliff explained that staff is requesting the rezoning of 20 parcels of land on Rocky Ford Road. She reminded Council that these parcels were voluntarily annexed as of January 1, 2009 into the City, which then has 60 days to place City zoning on the properties that are currently County-zoned.
The current County zoning for the properties is either Residential-Agricultural (RA), Residential-Mix (RM) or Residential-Protected (RP). Staff is recommending that all of the properties go to a City zoning of Residential Agricultural-20 as outlined in her December 29, 2008 memo:

	MAP
INDEX
NUMBER
	PIN
	PARCEL 
NUMBER
	ROCKINGHAM COUNTY
ZONING
	PROPOSED REIDSVILLE
CITY
ZONING

	1
	891302562142
	157535
	RA
	RA-20

	2
	891302563156
	157536
	RA
	RA-20

	3
	891302564242
	157537
	RA
	RA-20

	4
	891302565257
	157538
	RA
	RA-20

	5
	891302566259
	157540
	RA
	RA-20

	6
	891302567353
	157541
	RA
	RA-20

	7
	891302568357
	171281
	RM
	RA-20

	8
	891302569244
	171285
	RM
	RA-20

	9
	891302569454
	172438
	RM
	RA-20

	10
	891302661311
	171284
	RM
	RA-20

	11
	891302660468
	171286
	RM
	RA-20

	12
	891302661591
	157559
	RM
	RA-20

	13
	891302662596
	157560
	RM
	RA-20

	14
	891302660140
	157543
	RA
	RA-20

	15
	891302661143
	157557
	RP
	RA-20

	16
	891302662071
	157555
	RP
	RA-20

	17
	891302665191
	157563
	RA
	RA-20

	18
	891302757816
	157589
	RA
	RA-20

	19
	891302768186
	157600
	RA
	RA-20

	20
	891302861127
	157640
	RA
	RA-20


Setliff described the areas to the south and east as rural residential while the area to the north is within the City limits and is Heavy Industrial and Residential Agricultural-20. In the City’s Comprehensive Plan, this is identified as a Rural Growth Area, which is characterized as predominately residential, undisturbed natural areas with the location of agricultural operations, predominately large lot development and adjacent to existing urban areas.
Setliff said there are 17 lots out there that exceed the required 20,000 square foot minimum lot size. The three other lots are small and will be nonconforming. Two of the three are owned by property owners with adjacent properties, she added.
Setliff said the Planning Board unanimously recommended the rezonings to City Council. Staff is also asking for a favorable decision.
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham briefly discussed what had occurred at the Planning Board meeting, including a resident who spoke in opposition because she had not wanted to be annexed but had to request annexation because her well was contaminated. The Planning Board informed her there was nothing they could do about that and that this meeting dealt only with rezoning.

It was noted that the City had nothing to do with the well contamination in the area.
Mayor Festerman opened the public hearing at 7:14 p.m. He asked if there was anyone who wished to speak in favor of these rezonings? He asked if anyone wanted to speak in opposition?
Ms. Deanna Gardner of 131 Alcorn Street, Reidsville, came forward because she was unsure whether this affected her property. She had purchased her house from her aunt, who had declined the voluntary annexation because her water had not tested for the contamination. She had received a notice of the hearing as an adjacent property owner.
Ms. Gardner was encouraged to meet with Setliff at her office to make sure that her parcel was not affected.

The public hearing was closed at 7:18 p.m.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Turner and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to rezone the properties.
- End of Public Hearings -
PRESENTATION OF THE AUDIT REPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2008, BY MCGLADREY & PULLEN, LLP, CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS. 

Finance Director Chris Phillips informed Council that the City was in its second year of a three-year contract with the accounting firm of McGladrey & Pullen. He introduced auditors John Gilberto and Philip King. It was noted that if the Council had any questions after tonight’s presentation, they could funnel their questions through Phillips, and the auditors would answer them.
King thanked the Finance Department  and Director Phillips for their help during the audit period. He said that the firm had presented its opinion of the City’s financial statements in their two-page opinion letter. 
King then took the Council members through the written PowerPoint presentation that had been provided to them in their agenda packet. (A COPY OF THE PRESENTATION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)

Among the highlights he pointed out:

Under “Analysis of General Fund Balance,” he noted that the City’s fund balance reserves were at 37.16%, well above the 8% recommended by the Local Government Commission. The average fund balance for a City of Reidsville’s size is 40.44% as of June 30, 2007, it was stated.
He continued pointing out the expenditure and revenue analysis from the presentation for the General Fund and the Water and Sewer Funds. 

The Water Fund came in significantly higher than budgeted due to the sale of water to the City of Greensboro, King said. Greensboro bought more water because of the drought.
King briefly discussed the effect of GASB (Governmental Accounting Standards Board) Statement No. 45/OPEB (Other Post-Employee Benefits).
The Mayor asked if this is recorded as a liability on the City’s books? King replied in the affirmative.

Kiug said it won’t affect the operating funds or day-to-day operations. It does affect the annual government-wide financial statements presentation.
King ended his presentation, noting that the auditing firm gave the City a “clean” or unqualified opinion.

Councilman Gentry thanked the auditor for his report and thanked Finance Director Philips and his staff for their hard work.

Mayor Festerman said he would have liked to get the audit report in the Council members’ hands earlier. 

The Mayor asked about collection of the ad valorem taxes. Phillips said the City is currently 3% ahead of December of last year. He said January will be the “tale tale” month. The Mayor thanked Phillips and his staff for their work.

CONSIDERATION OF A STAFF REQUEST TO BOARD UP THE STRUCTURE AT 614 WENTWORTH STREET. 
In presenting the staff report, Community Development Director Michael Pearce said staff is requesting to board up 614 Wentworth Street after receiving several complaints. An inspection on September 9, 2008 revealed Minimum Housing Code violations. A title search found Biely Anchor Investments Inc., P.O. Box 631, Reidsville, to be the property owners. A notice of the hearing with the Code Enforcement Officer was sent to the property owners but refused. The hearing was held September 30, 2008, which no one attended. An Order to repair or close the dwelling was mailed to the property owners, but it was refused. The property was also posted. The 90 days for the order expired on January 2, 2009, Pearce said. The Order required repair because the estimated cost of repairs at $46,000 didn’t exceed 50% of the value of the building ($94,762). Inspectors held a follow-up inspection on January 5, 2009 but there was no change to the building. Unpaid taxes on the property are $2,874.69, the Community Development Director added.

Pearce noted that after six months, staff can come back to City Council to request the building be demolished.

It was noted that the house would be boarded up in as attractive way as possible. Although the pictures do not do justice to the problems of the house, the property owners are not maintaining the building properly, Pearce said. It was noted that the door at the back would be secured as well since there was evidence that vagrants had been getting into the structure.
Mayor Festerman asked Pearce if he knew who Biely Anchor is? Pearce replied in the negative, saying he was unfamiliar with this investment group.

Councilman Turner then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to authorize staff to board up 614 Wentworth Street.

The Ordinance as approved follows:

O R D I N A N C E

To Vacate and Close Structure at 614 Wentworth Street

  BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED:

WHEREAS, on the 30th day of September, 2008 at 10:30 a.m., the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina conducted a hearing on violations of Chapter 4, Article II, Housing Code, Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4.26, for the property located at 614 Wentworth Street, Reidsville, North Carolina TAS Map No. 8905-14-24-7962.  The Complaint and Notice of Hearing was served on the owners by posting of the property on September 10, 2008 and publication of the hearing notice in the Reidsville Review on September 18, 2008. Said owners being Biely Anchor Investments, Inc.

WHEREAS, said owners did not appear at said hearing and presented no evidence, and whereas a copy of the Order of the Code Enforcement Inspector was delivered to said property owner by posting the property on October 1, 2008 and by publication in the Reidsville Review on October 7, 2008.  The Order allowed said owners to repair, alter or improve the above structure on or before January 2, 2009, and whereas there has been insufficient compliance with said Order in that said structure has not been repaired, altered or improved, and remains deteriorated and unfit for human habitation, and constitutes a public health, safety, and fire hazard;

  NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to the Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4-29 (c), the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina is hereby ordered to cause the above structure located at 614 Wentworth Street, Reidsville, North Carolina, to be vacated and closed, and to placard said structure as provided by N.C.G.S. 160A443 and Section 4-29 (a) of the Reidsville Code of Ordinances.


This is the 13th day of January, 2009.

/s/_____________________________________

   James K. Festerman, Mayor, 

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________________________

   Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk

CONSIDERATION OF A PROPOSED ORDINANCE PROHIBITING REGISTERED SEXUAL OFFENDERS FROM PUBLIC PARKS, CITY-OWNED RECREATIONAL FACILITIES AND GREENWAYS. 
In making the staff report, Police Chief Edd Hunt provided a brief history of how this proposed ordinance came about after Mayor Festerman requested staff look into it.
Chief Hunt said it became known in the fall of 2008 that the Town of Woodfin, North Carolina, near Asheville, had successfully established an ordinance to prohibit registered sex offenders from public parks. Established 3 or 4 years ago, the ordinance was upheld in State Supreme Court last year.
Chief Hunt said he also consulted with City Attorney McLeod as well as SR&S Attorney Kevin Smith about the ordinance, both of whom felt the City could move forward with a similar ordinance. The Chief said he then learned the General Assembly had passed a new law on Dec. 1, 2008, titled “Sex Offender Unlawfully on Premise.” However, he and McLeod did not think it was broad enough to cover all public venues, including the two City-owned lakes and the greenway trails. He checked with the District Attorney’s Office, which also felt the law was not all inclusive.

Therefore, City Attorney McLeod drafted a proposed ordinance which would be all-encompassing to cover all City-owned recreational venues, parks and trails. The ordinance will be enforced in conjunction with General Statute 14-208.18, which is a Class H felony violation.

Chief Hunt said, if approved, there would be some expense involved in regards to creating the necessary signage for the different facilities. Capt. Ronnie Ellison had done some research, and he believes between 30-50 signs need to be put up. Fifty signs could cost between $3,000 and $5,000, Chief said. He said there would need to be some monies appropriated for the signage.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham asked about publicity advertising the change. Chief Hunt noted that a letter would be sent to each registered sex offender inside the City. He said there are 131 registered sex offenders in Rockingham County, 26 of which live in the City limits and four in the City’s ETJ (extraterritorial jurisdiction). Mayor Festerman expressed concern if the City sends out notifications, which are not required, and some people get them and some don’t. The City Attorney indicated that the City would not be liable, plus the signage is erected at the sites in question. 

Councilman Turner made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker, to adopt the ordinance prohibiting registered sex offenders from City recreational facilities, parks and greenways and authorized using the City Council’s Contingency Fund to purchase the needed signage.
The Ordinance as approved follows:

AMENDING THE CITY OF REIDSVILLE CODE OF ORDINANCES

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING PART II, CHAPTER 11, ARTICLE I,


SECTIONS 11-27:


OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS: IN GENERAL: PRESENCE OF REGISTERED SEX OFFENDER ON OR ABOUT CITY OF REIDSVILLE PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES, PUBLIC PARKS, GREENWAYS TRAILS:

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina, that the Code of Ordinances of the City of Reidsville be amended as follows:

Part I.  That Part II, Chapter 11, Article I, Section 11-27, (formerly reserved), be amended by inserting the following: “It shall be unlawful for any person or persons registered as a sex offender with the State of North Carolina and/or any other state or federal agency to knowingly enter into or on any City of Reidsville Parks and Recreation facilities,  public parks or “Greenways” trails  that are  owned, operated or maintained by the City of  Reidsville.  Anyone found in violation of this ordinance shall be subject to a fine of not less than $500.00 per offense and/or thirty (30) days in jail.  Each and every entry into any City of Reidsville Parks and Recreation facilities, public parks or “Greenways” trails, regardless of the time period involved, shall constitute a separate offense under this ordinance.  The City of Reidsville shall post a Notice of this ordinance at the main entrance of each City of Reidsville Parks and Recreation facility, public park and at reasonable intervals along the length of any “Greenways”  trails within thirty (30) days of the adoption of this ordinance.  For the purpose of this ordinance, a Registered Sex Offender shall be defined as an individual who is registered by any state or federal agency as a sex offender and whose name is published on any state or federal registry listing sex offenders, including but not limited to the sex offender registry established in Chapter 14 Article 27A of the North Carolina General Statutes.”
Part II.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption by the City Council of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina.

ADOPTED This the _____ day of January, 2009 by the City Council of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina.

          /s/____________________________________________________

    


    JAMES K. FESTERMAN, MAYOR, REIDSVILLE, N.C.

ATTEST:

/s/___________________________________

   ANGELA G. STADLER – CITY CLERK
CONSIDERATION OF BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS:
City Manager Almond distributed the ballots to Council members.
As the City Manager distributed the ballots, Mayor Festerman informed those present that he had appointed Clara Gunn to fill the late George Rucker Sr.’s vacancy on the Reidsville Housing Authority Board.
PUBLIC COMMENTS.
No public comments were offered.
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT. 

Harden Street Curb and Gutter Project.

City Manager Almond asked City Council to approve a Resolution which would set a public hearing on the Harden Street curb and gutter project during the Council’s February 10th meeting. He noted that the Council had authorized the project to be undertaken about 18 months ago. He also explained that this project only affected the west side of the roadway.
Councilman Turner made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Zdanski and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve the Resolution.

The Resolution as approved follows:

RESOLUTION DECLARING COST, EXCLUSIVE OF COSTS INCURRED AT STREET INTERSECTIONS, AND ORDERING PREPARATION OF PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT ROLL AND SETTING TIME AND PLACE FOR PUBLIC HEARING ON PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT ROLL

(CG-07-01)


WHEREAS, the improvement of Harden Street from Davis Street to Mulberry Street was requested by proper petition of property owners filed on the 27th day of April, 2007, duly certified as sufficient in all respects by the City Clerk; and


WHEREAS, the undertaking of the said project (curb and gutter on the west side of the street) was ordered by Resolution of this body passed on the 13th day of June, 2007, and has been completed in accordance therewith; and 


WHEREAS, the cost, exclusive of costs incurred at street intersections, has been determined;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina:

1. That the cost of the above described improvements, exclusive of so much of the total cost as was incurred at street intersections, has been computed and determined and is hereby declared to be $14.00 per foot.

2. That the City Clerk is hereby directed to prepare a Preliminary Assessment Roll, in accordance with G.S. 160A-227, showing the individual assessments upon properties benefitted by said improvement.

3. That the City Clerk is hereby directed to make available during regular office hours, in her office, the Preliminary Assessment Roll for public inspection from this day through the 10th day of February, 2009.

4. That the Reidsville City Council will hold a public hearing in accordance with G.S. 160A-228, at 6:30 p.m. on the 10th day of February, 2009, in Council Chambers of City Hall, 230 W. Morehead Street, Reidsville, North Carolina, for the purpose of hearing all interested persons who appear.

5. That the City Clerk is hereby directed to issue public notice of the above described public hearing, to be published on the 28th day of January, 2009, and to secure publisher’s affidavit certifying the advertisement of said hearing.

6. That the City Clerk is hereby directed not later than 10 days before the public hearing to mail by first class mail copies of the notice of hearing on the Preliminary Assessment Roll to the owners of property listed thereon.

This the 13th day of January, 2009.








/s/____________________________








             James K. Festerman

ATTEST:    






           Mayor

/s/__________________________________

    Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk

Jaycee Park Update.

City Manager Almond explained that original plans called for a two-story concession stand with press box to be constructed at Jaycee Park. The State Building Code requires an elevator be put in such a structure to make it handicapped accessible. He said the structure was already going to have a real tight floor plan, and he felt an elevator would make it cost prohibitive. Inspectors believe the requirement is probably going to be changed soon, but that doesn’t help with right now.

 The architect redesigned the building so a second floor could be added later after the requirement is changed, the City Manager said. With this building plan, kiosks would be placed at each field.
City Manager Almond said he hoped the project would be completed by June/July, especially since Dale Hagwood had booked a baseball tournament there this summer.

COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS.
Councilwoman Zdanski – The Councilwoman reported that the Reidsville Appearance Commission met on January 11th, and a draft of those minutes are included in the agenda packet. She complimented Pearce’s work with the Commission before highlighting several activities of the Commission.
The Historic Preservation Commission met December 16th as a quasi-judicial board, she noted. A Certificate of Appropriateness was awarded to Tommy Apple and 407 Southwest Market Street.

Councilwoman Zdanski noted that repairs need to be done at the Governor Reid House. Si Rockrock will be doing the work there.

Councilman Rucker – The Councilman thanked Parks and Recreation Director Harry Brown for adding equipment to the City’s Fitness Center. Six new items have been added to the exercise equipment, he said.

Mayor Festerman – The Mayor said he would like to invite Doug Gaylon, former NCDOT Board Member, to a future Council meeting to recognize and thank him for his efforts on behalf of Reidsville and Rockingham County on the State board. He said he’d also like to invite Rep. Nelson Cole as well.

The Mayor said he still planned on getting with Mayor Pro Tem Gorham about the “Citizen of the Day” recognition.

Mayor Festerman pointed to a copy of the Reidsville Review showing the Reidsville Rams Football Team after they won the school’s 17th State Football Championship. He congratulated the team and expressed regret at losing Head Coach Jimmy Teague, who is retiring at the end of the month. He said he hoped to have the opportunity to thank him in the future.
The Mayor noted that he will be at a ribbon cutting for the newly remodeled Food Lion on Way Street on January 28th.

He thanked City Council members for letting him take up part of the meeting to introduce Kim Denmark.

The Mayor also informed Council members that he had tickets to the MLK Breakfast if they needed them.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham – The Mayor Pro Tem complimented the Reidsville Fire Department, which arrived on the scene at Lawsonville Avenue to help a lady with a compound fracture of her leg. The firefighters were very professional and competent and arrived before EMS, he noted.

Regarding retiring Head Football Coach Jimmy Teague, the Mayor Pro Tem said he was on the team that interviewed him. He noted the Coach was special, not only because he understood both sides of football, but because he loved children. Our loss will be somebody else’s gain, he said. He later added that Defensive Coordinator would be a good replacement for Teague.

Councilman Gentry – The Councilman discussed a pilot program in the high school for a new regulation for graduating high school seniors. They now have to do a senior project of some kind, and he said he thought the City might be able to take advantage of this, giving them ideas of projects that might benefit the City. They are also looking for judges for the projects as well, he said. He added it is a good opportunity for service for the youth.
The Councilman also noted that he had been made a member of the Health Committee of Rockingham County, which will work with teens and focus on the importance of health in Reidsville and the County.
Councilman Turner – No report.

Councilman Henderson – The Councilman informed Council of the Countywide Chamber Coffee to be held at Rockingham Community College.

At this point, Council members recognized the Rev. Ralph Watkins, who briefly detailed some of the Martin Luther King Day events that have been planned.

Mayor Festerman stated that he had hoped to have a special guest, a fifth-grader at Moss Street, to read her DARE graduation essay. He said he might be able to get her to come another time, adding that she had written a “beautiful” essay.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS.
City Clerk Angela G. Stadler announced the following unanimous board appointment:
Mr. David Eberle of 101 Windemere Drive, Reidsville to the Reidsville Fireman’s Relief Fund Board. (A COPY OF THE BALLOTS ARE HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)

Mayor Festerman had announced earlier the appointment of Clara Gunn of 1108 Lindsey Street, Reidsville, to fill the vacancy on the Reidsville Housing Authority.
Councilman Henderson then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Gentry and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to adjourn at 8:10 p.m.







________________________________








James K. Festerman, Mayor

ATTEST:

____________________________________

  Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk
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