MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2007 AT 3:00 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor James K. Festerman


Mayor Pro-Tem Donald L. Gorham


Councilman John H. Gentry

Councilman John Henderson 

Councilman George O. Rucker

Councilman Clark Turner


Councilwoman Joan Zdanski


                                                                         

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                      
None

CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                    
D. Kelly Almond, City Manager
                                                                                    Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk
                                                                                    William F. McLeod Jr., City Attorney


                                                                        Michael Pearce, Community Development Director



Edd Hunt, Police Chief



Chris Phillips, Finance Director

Mayor Festerman called the meeting to order at 3:00 P.M. He welcomed back Councilman Gentry. The Mayor then asked Michael Long, the new Pastor of Zion Baptist Church, to provide the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

Mayor Festerman and Council members then led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS:

RECOGNITION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY ON JANUARY 15, 2007, IN REIDSVILLE.

Mayor Festerman then read the proclamation recognizing Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day in Reidsville, which is a holiday for City employees on Monday, January 15. (A COPY OF THE PROCLAMATION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) The proclamation was presented to Mr. Dick Frohock, Chairman of the City’s Human Relations Commission, Rev. Clarence Johnson of the Reidsville NAACP and Rev. Ralph Watkins of the Reidsville Ministerial Alliance. They outlined the upcoming events associated with the holiday. Rev. Johnson thanked the Council for recognizing this “very important day in the history of our nation.”

PRESENTATION OF A KEY TO THE CITY TO MCLAURIN FUNERAL HOME FOR 75 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY.

Mayor Festerman noted later in the meeting that this item had to be delayed due to an illness in the McLaurin family.

RECOGNITION OF “ROCKINGHAM READS” PROJECT.

Mayor Festerman read a proclamation recognizing the “Rockingham Reads!” project, which he presented to Library Director Jay Stephens. (A COPY OF THE PROCLAMATION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) Mr. Stephens stated that the book to be read, “Blood Done Sign My Name,” will be discussed in sessions throughout January and February. He said it was fitting that this proclamation was following the Dr. King proclamation because this book deals with race relations in a small town, and race relations can only be improved with dialogue. He added that the author will be visiting the area in March.

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA.

The Mayor asked if there were any items that needed to be pulled from the Consent Agenda? None were stated.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Gentry and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve the Consent Agenda.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 - APPROVAL OF THE DECEMBER 13, 2006 SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES, THE DECEMBER 13, 2006 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES AND THE DECEMBER 21, 2006 SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved the minutes of the December 13 Special Meeting, the December 13 Regular Meeting and the December 21 Special Meeting.

- End of Consent Agenda -

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING ASSESSMENT ROLL AND LEVYING ASSESSMENTS FOR THE BRADLEY STREET SEWER PROJECT (SP-06-01) 

City Manager Almond noted that this was the final step in the assessment process for the sewer project on Bradley Street. The project had been completed and was ready to be assessed, he informed Council.

Mayor Festerman opened the public hearing at 3:11 p.m. He asked if there was anyone who wished to speak in favor of the Resolution? No one spoke. He asked if anyone wished to speak in opposition to the Resolution? Again, no one came forward. The public hearing was closed at 3:12 p.m.

Councilman Henderson then made the motion to adopt the Resolution, which was seconded by Councilman Gentry.

Councilman Gentry expressed surprise that there wasn’t already a line down there since this is an older area of town. City Manager Almond replied that the area was primarily vacant lots.

The motion to adopt the Resolution was then passed in a 7-0 vote.

The Resolution as approved follows:

RESOLUTION CONFIRMING ASSESSMENT ROLL

AND LEVYING ASSESSMENTS
                                                       (SP-06-01)

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville has on this day held a public hearing, after due notice as required by law, on the Preliminary Assessment Roll for the sewer extension by installing sewer pipes, manholes, and appurtenances beginning at an existing manhole located in front of the southwesterly corner of parcel #8905-13-24-4112, thence northerly along Bradley Street to the north portion in front of parcel #8905-13-24-5128; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council has heard all those present who requested to be heard, and has found the said Assessment Roll to be proper and correct;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that:

(1)
The Assessment Roll for the sewer extension by installing sewer pipes, manholes, and appurtenances beginning at an existing manhole located in front of the southwesterly corner of parcel #8905-13-24-4112, thence northerly along Bradley Street to the north portion in front of parcel #8905-13-24-5128 is hereby declared to be correct, and is hereby confirmed in accordance with G.S. 160A-228, and the assessments shown thereon are hereby levied pursuant to authority granted by G.S. 160A-216, as follows:

(2) The Reidsville City Clerk is hereby directed to deliver to the City of Reidsville Tax Collector the said Assessment Roll, and the Tax Collector is hereby charged with the collection of the said assessments in accordance with the procedure established by law.

OWNERS ASSESSED
PIN NUMBER

FRONTAGE

  AMOUNT (At $11.00)

	Jimmie C. Woodruff

Herbert J. Way

Mildred P. Way

Herbert J. Way

Mildred P. Way

Herbert J. Way

Mildred P. Way

Harold V. Holt

Marilyn S. Holt

Otis L. Foster

Louise J. Foster


	8905-13-24-4112

8905-13-24-4147

8905-13-24-4282

8905-13-24-5218

8905-13-24-4314

8905-13-24-3222
	55 feet

66 feet

66 feet

66 feet

0* (Corner Lot Exemption)

0* (Corner Lot Exemption)


	$605.00

$726.00

$726.00

$726.00

$0

$0




(3)
The City of Reidsville Tax Collector is hereby directed to publish on the 31st day of January, 2007, a notice of confirmation of the Assessment Roll, which notice shall set forth the terms of payment of the assessments.

Adopted this 10th day of January, 2007.

/s/___________________________

      James K. Festerman

       Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/__________________________________

     Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk

-- End of Public Hearings –

PRESENTATION BY PAUL FEDORKOWICZ, A PARTNER WITH CHERRY, BEKAERT & HOLLAND, ON THE CITY’S AUDIT REPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2006. 

Mr. Fedorkowicz thanked the Council for allowing him to make the audit presentation today. He noted that Cherry, Bekaert & Holland had been the City’s auditors for several years. A hard copy of the audit had also been presented to Council in advance of today’s meeting, he pointed out.

The auditor said that his firm had actually done two audits for the City – a Financial Audit and a Single Audit, which deals with grant monies, etc. He said the City had received an “unqualified opinion” from his firm which is the highest level given for the audit ending June 30, 2006. He said they had complied with generally accepted standards and governmental auditing standards in preparing the audit. His staff had received the full and complete cooperation of the Finance Department, and no restrictions were placed on the scope of their work, he added.

Mr. Fedorkowicz said that the auditors did not have to make any adjustments to the numbers, and there were no findings; therefore, no separate management letter needed to be presented to Council.

The auditor then went over the audit using a hard copy of a PowerPoint presentation. (A COPY OF THE POWERPOINT PRESENTATION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)

Mr. Fedorkowicz pointed out that the City’s Undesignated Fund Balance had grown from $7.9 million to $8.6 million, which is 50% of the current year expenditures. The Local Government Commission suggests that a City keep a minimum 8% in its Undesignated Fund Balance. Therefore, Reidsville “significantly exceeds” that threshold, he said. One graph shows the rise of the Undesignated Fund Balance over the past four years.

Other areas highlighted by the auditor were that the City experienced higher earnings – more than double – over what had been budgeted for, and the property tax levy was up to $6,244,001. 

Mr. Fedorkowicz stated that the City had a pretty good year from a General Fund perspective.

Mayor Festerman thanked Mr. Fedorkowicz for getting the audit to Council in a timely manner. He said he would have liked to have had the PowerPoint presentation earlier as well.

He reiterated that not having a management letter is good. “This is a clean report?” the Mayor asked Mr. Fedorkowicz, who replied in the affirmative.

The auditor, noting that there had been a transition between three Finance Directors for the City, said his firm found things to be in good order.

Councilwoman Zdanski noted that the report was in “understandable English,” which was appreciated. Mr. Fedorkowicz thanked the City Council and said his firm looked forward to working with them in the future.

Mayor Festerman noted Council’s appreciation to Finance Director Chris Phillips, who was in the audience, and Phillips’ staff as well.

STATUS REPORT ON LANDMARK GROUP’S PLANS FOR THE DOWNTOWN AREA.

City Manager Almond said he was pleased to report today that the plans the City had hoped would come together are progressing nicely. Those plans involve renovation of the area near the intersection of Morehead Street and North Scales Street on the east side, he explained. He noted that at last year’s Council retreat, they had talked about improving the appearance of that area using demolition. Later Tammy Spencer was able to get DeWayne Anderson in town and got him interested in some of those properties, possibly for housing. This would help the City not only achieve its goal of improving the appearance in the downtown area, but it would also provide housing and repopulate the downtown area with development, City Manager Almond said.

DeWayne’s group is very interested in renovating those properties into housing and are making applications for several low-interest loans, he noted. They have done a lot of work in the last week and a half or so, the City Manager said, in order to make that project work. He noted that one application deadline is soon, perhaps as early as tomorrow.

The only thing that needed to be done today was to give the company the option to buy that property from the City so that Landmark can move ahead with grant applications and planning, he said.

City Manager Almond said what he was requesting was that the Council give him the authority to sign a final option to sell five specific properties that the City had recently acquired to Landmark for the amount of $400,000. Those properties are as follows: the Dyer properties (former coal and ice building); the Head Start building acquired from the County; the Wagoner Real Estate property, along with the little service station on the corner; the EMS base, which it is hoped the County will give the City after the new EMS base is built on Freeway Drive; and the building on the southwest corner of Morehead/North Scales (the Daniels building). These are the subject properties that will be put into the project to try and make it work, he said.

City Manager Almond said that the $400,000 option would be based on Landmark getting the kind of financial assistance they need so that they could buy it from the City. If that doesn’t work out, the City would go ahead with its original plan to demolish the buildings, he added.

The City Manager discussed some of Landmark’s plans for the buildings, including renovation of the existing buildings and building new buildings in between those. About 33 units of housing would be developed, along with some green space, it was noted.

Councilwoman Zdanski noted that this is the same group that did the Belvedere Hotel and the old Reidsville High School.

Mayor Festerman asked whether the City Manager wanted to discuss the $330,000 the City would loan Landmark over a 30-year period at no interest? City Manager Almond discussed the competitive process that Landmark has to go through to get a project financed. The project gets points for various things, including whether the local entity supports the project. One of the things that Landmark thinks will help get them over the top would be if the City would loan it $10,000 per unit. Landmark would need a low-interest loan from the City for the 30 units at a price of $330,000, he explained. The City Manager stressed that is not part of the recommendation to be considered today.

Mayor Festerman asked how that loan would be paid back? City Manager Almond said it would be paid in monthly installments.

Mayor Pro-Tem Gorham asked how the barbershop property played into all of this? City Manager Almond noted it is not a part of the project. Councilman Henderson asked about this project’s effect on that piece of property. The City Manager said that all of the properties around it would be renovated, and it would not be; therefore, the value of the property would be enhanced although the appearance of it would not be upgraded. He said certainly the environment around it would be better.

Councilman Turner said he was really excited that Mr. Anderson had agreed to come back and do another project in Reidsville. He talked of Mr. Anderson’s wonderful reputation in this field and how he had done great things for the buildings he has renovated. He said he looked forward to Mr. Anderson working on this project.

Councilman Turner then made the motion to go ahead and approve the sale of properties to Mr. Anderson and Landmark for $400,000. The motion was seconded by Councilman Rucker.

Mayor Festerman said he echoed Councilman Turner’s remarks, especially about Mr. Anderson’s track record. Councilwoman Zdanski noted that Mr. Anderson has done similar type projects not only in Reidsville but also throughout the State.

Mayor Festerman asked when the City would find out something? City Manager Almond said Landmark will turn in the application in the next couple of days. If Landmark is invited to provide further information within the next couple of months and provide a full application, that is a good indication it will be accepted, he said.

City Manager Almond asked Community Development Director Michael Pearce if he thought the City would hear something within 90 days? Pearce said, possibly around May although there would be a series of steps before then at which time more information will be sought.

The City Manager noted that, if approved, this project would generate about $4 million in investment and an additional $25,000 in taxes annually.

The motion was then approved in a 7-0 vote. (A COPY OF THE OPTION TO PURCHASE IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)

PRESENTATION BY POLICE CHIEF EDD HUNT ON PROPOSED PLANS TO COMBAT VANDALISM.

Police Chief Edd Hunt said on Monday of this week he supplied the City Manager with a summary memorandum, which highlighted the status of various points that had been discussed about 20 days ago at the special meeting of Council. He said he was going to highlight a couple of those points with Council today.

Downtown Surveillance System.

Chief Hunt stated that, just prior to today’s meeting, he had spoken with a vendor for surveillance systems, which wants to come up and give the City a proposal. He noted that three vendors have already done site visits.

With the kind of system they are looking at, the actual solution could be accomplished by a number of different means and the various companies are offering different ways of accomplishing that, he said. The camera systems would be connected to the Police Department “wirelessly,” where they could be monitored, he continued. He said he hoped that this could be accomplished in conjunction with the goal of having a “hot spot” or wireless area in the downtown area. They then wouldn’t have to worry about hardwiring the cameras back to the police station, he added.

Lighting Assessment.

Chief Hunt said a decision would have to be made on this after the surveillance camera issue was decided. Adjustments will have to be made in the lighting to maximize the efficiency of the cameras.

Differentiated Police Response (DPR).

Analysis of this is still ongoing, he said. Chief Hunt said that after he started looking into this, he discovered that more analysis would be needed than he first anticipated before any decisions could be made. He talked about the possible need for statistical analysis of crimes in the City as well as a need to forecast the needs of the citizens before talking to the City Manager further about this.


Looking at the way the department does business.

Chief Hunt said they looked at the way the department currently does business. If the City is talking about doing other things that may mean some things will need to be given up to do those new things. If more time is going to be spent on preventive patrols, time will have to be given up on other things, he said.

Basically, since the “series” of vandalism cases which they discussed back in December at the special meeting, there have been other sporadic, isolated acts of vandalism in the City, he said. He stated that such incidents are not uncommon to our City or any City, but there hasn’t been another “string” or series of such vandalisms as there had been prior to the special meeting. There had been some windows in the downtown area shot with a BB gun, which he did not become aware of until after he had talked with the City Manager on Monday, the Chief added.

Chief Hunt asked if there were any questions from Council. He noted that he would not want to discuss some plans in order not to jeopardize officer safety or the effectiveness of what they were trying to accomplish.

Lighting assessment revisited.

Mayor Festerman said it appeared from Captain Ellison’s lighting assessment that he thought the lighting was adequate. He asked if that assessment included Market Street. Chief Hunt said Captain Ellison did believe the lighting was adequate from a preventative standpoint although it would not be for a surveillance type situation, which is why lights may need to be added after the camera situation is resolved. City Manager Almond added that, even in light of this, he has authorized additional lights on Market between Settle and Morehead streets so that there is a streetlight on every existing pole. It was noted that these would be high-pressure sodium lights.

Gas Drive-off Ordinance.

City Manager Almond asked Council if they had any direction on this proposed ordinance. 

In light of Chief Hunt’s sore throat, Mayor Festerman said he would give the highlights of this proposed ordinance. The Police Department gets quite a lot of calls about gas drive-offs at service stations where you pump gas and then go inside to pay. The Police Chief has found numerous cities across the state and nation that require motorists to pay for their gas prior to filling up. Mayor Festerman said from his own experience, he knows of some stations that require motorists to pay in advance after it gets dark.

One of the downsides to prepayment is considered inconvenience for motorists, Mayor Festerman said. He said he had also heard some people say that if the City of Reidsville does that, they’ll buy their gas outside the City, which is not what the City is trying to accomplish at all. They are trying to work through it so that some of those calls are eliminated, he continued. That would give Chief Hunt’s officers more time to concentrate on the more serious calls, the Mayor said.

Chief Hunt said that, in crime prevention, they look at crimes that could be prevented, and gas drive-offs are very preventable. One particular store had 129 calls to it for such drive-offs within a 10-month period, he added. If we can prevent these crimes from occurring, it helps the crime statistics of larceny not look so inflated at the end of the year when the Crime Report comes out, he said. Most of these businesses have been talked with about voluntarily doing this, Chief Hunt added. The department sent out letters asking them to consider doing this, but they haven’t seen much, if any, voluntary response, he said.

Such an ordinance would benefit his department in two ways, Chief Hunt said. First, it frees officers to do more important things and secondly, it saves the City money due to the costs of sending one or two police officers out there and having them look for the perpetrators. Much of the population uses credit cards anyway so only a portion would be affected, he stated. He said they looked at this because it helps the department to maximize its efforts.

Councilman Turner commented that the station that called the Police Department 129 times should either 1) put in a machine that requires prepayment or 2) don’t bother the Police Department.

Chief Hunt said that is one possibility if an ordinance is not enacted. With the City Manager’s approval, the department could talk with some of the repeat victims and do like they do with burglar alarms. After five free alarms, the department would charge to go out there. With repeat offenders in the burglar alarm cases, they usually get their burglar alarms fixed, and it solves the problem, he added.

Councilman Turner said a lot of people use debit or credit cards so it doesn’t seem like it would be that difficult to get them to prepay.

Chief Hunt said that the surrounding areas are being affected in the same ways as the City and that the governing bodies of those cities might want to look at it since it is a way to save money and reduce crime. He said, without a doubt, those victimized by gas drive-offs have been victimized over and over again by the same perpetrators.

Mayor Festerman asked if the police chief needed to have a proposed ordinance for them at the February meeting for Council to vote up or down.

Councilman Turner said he didn’t know if he wanted to see an ordinance. He said for some service centers, it may be a hardship to do “across the board” pre-pay. He said they should have Chief Hunt talk to the managers of the stores with the most offenses and propose so many free calls and then you’re charged or they can put in a voluntary prepayment system.

City Manager Almond said they could also make it that officers do not respond to gas drive-offs or the department takes the calls over the telephone. Mayor Festerman said he liked that better than charging.

Councilman Henderson asked Chief Hunt if any businesses had made any recommendations to him. The Police Chief noted that the larger stores have more incidents because they have fewer people to provide oversight and policies usually result from off-site management personnel.

Councilwoman Zdanski stated that one can’t legislate a sense of conscience or morality or good business either. A certain amount of this needs to be self-policing, she said.

City Manager Almond stressed that these crimes are 100 percent preventable if the stores require prepayment.

Mayor Festerman asked what was the pleasure of Council? Councilman Turner said the stores don’t need to waste valuable police time. He said the Police Department should handle it internally with policies.

Chief Hunt said he had predicted they would have more drive-offs when the price of gas went up.

Mayor Festerman told Chief Hunt to address and handle it in the best way feasible. Chief Hunt noted that some stations don’t want to prosecute the perpetrators once they’re caught, they just want their money back.

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT.

Potential Dates for the Council Retreat.

City Manager Almond noted that there had been discussions about having shorter work sessions instead of a daylong Council retreat. It was decided that he would do some polling and try to come up with some possible dates.

Status Report on Rockingham County Partnership.

City Manager Almond then reported on the Rockingham County Partnership for Economic & Tourism Development, which he said is “heading in the right direction.”  The group has gotten many issues resolved and addressed, he said.

The City Manager noted that he is on a committee to rewrite the bylaws, which will be presented to the Partnership board for its consideration and a vote on January 17. One of the most important points to a lot of members in the Partnership is municipal representation. He noted that the old Partnership had a full board of about 30 people, which met quarterly, and an Executive Board of 12-14 people. Reidsville and Eden had seats on the Executive Board, but the smaller municipalities took turns on that Board (once every four years) and didn’t feel included or their interests represented. Private industries also felt that as well and that certain parts of the County were not being represented. He said that this has been a real sticking point that needed to be addressed. The County Commissioners heard that “loud and clear” and made that part of their charge to the Partnership.

He described the proposed makeup of the Board, which would be narrowed down to 20 people. He stressed that there would only be one board. The board will be comprised of a municipal representative from all the municipalities and from the County Commissioners. The population of the towns and the different areas’ contributions to the Partnership would be reflected by the private representation on the board, City Manager Almond added.

The proposal would also include 3 private industry representatives from Eden; 3 from Reidsville; 2 from the western part of the County; 2 from the unincorporated areas; a representative from the Tourism Development Authority; and several ex officio members.

The proposed changes have received preliminary widespread support, City Manager Almond noted. He said he hoped that City Council would be supportive of these proposed changes. He added that the executive search continues for a new director. Craig Cardwell has been doing a good job in the interim, the City Manager said. Several committees have been formed as well.

The City Manager said he feels really good about the future of the Partnership.

COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS.

Councilwoman Zdanski – Councilwoman Zdanski stated that with some scheduling changes that have occurred, she should be able to attend her Commission meetings more regularly.

She noted that the Historic Preservation Commission met December 11th. A Certificate of Appropriateness to demolish Wilkerson Funeral Home was denied. She added that the HPC has changed its regular meeting schedule to the third Tuesday of the month at the same time and location.

The Appearance Commission held its December meeting on January 4th, the Councilwoman noted. The group continued to discuss the “We’ve Noticed” signs, the Pride & Participation spots although there isn’t much to report this time of year, the Greenways and the Speakers Bureau. With regards to the Speakers Bureau, they are making changes to the information they present. She said the minutes of the meeting are located in the agenda packets.

Councilman Rucker – The Councilman said he had no report, but that he had talked with Parks & Recreation Director Harry Brown regarding the skateboarding issue. The gentleman who spoke at last month’s meeting has not contacted Brown yet, he said.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham – The Mayor Pro Tem said there was no controversy at the Planning Board meeting. He said the applicant didn’t get the variance he had requested. He added that Mike Fetter is Vice Chairman of the board and Keith Handy is the Chairman. Everyone continues to do a good job, he said.

Councilman Gentry – The Councilman thanked the community for their prayers, the letters and cards he had received. He said that shows the type of people who live in this town – “good people.”

Councilman Gentry stated that he had read about a new requirement for English classes whereby someone has to do a community type project before they can graduate. He noted that the program had been done in Colorado, and that a city there had received a lot of good help.

He suggested the City contact the school system about possible projects students could do. City Manager Almond said he would discuss it with the superintendent.

Councilman Turner – The Councilman said the Reidsville Downtown Corporation Board of Directors met yesterday. Ginny Brooks was named President and Debbie White Vice President. He stressed that the RDC is very excited about what’s going on downtown, and Mr. (DeWayne) Anderson’s proposal is one of those good things. Councilman Turner asked Tammy Spencer to give a brief report on the February 10th presentation on the North Carolina Main Street program, which will be publicized in the Reidsville Review and elsewhere. Spencer did, discussing the visit by the NC Main Street Director and plans by the RDC to form “Friends of the Downtown.”

The Councilman noted that the ABC Board will meet on January 24 at 7:30 a.m..

Councilman Henderson – The Councilman explained that the Human Relations Commission and the Reidsville Chamber of Commerce did not have official meetings this past month. They did have social functions, which he attended.

Mayor Festerman – The Mayor reminded everyone that The Salvation Army will hold a ribbon cutting and grand opening for its new thrift store on Freeway Drive at the Gibbs Drive intersection at 9 a.m. on Friday.

The Mayor said he also received a phone call from some residents who appeared before the City’s Historic Preservation Commission. They expressed their appreciation for the way they were received and the manner in which their complaint was taken care of, he said.

The Mayor told City Manager Almond he had hoped to hear a report from the Sign Committee today. He said he’d like that to be done as quickly as possible. It was noted that the Sign Committee will make its recommendations to the Planning Board at that board’s January 17th meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENTS.

Mr. Moore raises questions regarding the Sign Committee.

Mr. Richard Moore of 779 Almond Road, Reidsville, appeared before Council. He read from North Carolina General Statute 143-318.10, also known as the Open Meetings Law. He gave definitions of open meetings and the types of meetings which are excluded.

After referencing part of the law, he said there appears not to be a general awareness of this. He said he learned Thursday afternoon at the Reidsville Appearance Commission meeting that Mr. Pearce has developed a committee that has been advising him and the City on possible changes to the sign ordinance, including the ban on temporary advertising signs. From what he heard at the meeting, the committee included a representative cross section of people from businesses, etc. This advisory committee will be taking its recommendations to the Planning Board, he noted.

Mr. Moore said he didn’t see any way around that this committee would be exempt from the Open Meetings Law. Informed that his three minutes were up, he told the Council that any business the committee was conducting was not done in accordance with the law, and he thought the Council should be concerned about that.

Mayor Festerman said he asked that question when the committee was formed. He said it was his understanding that the structure of the committee doesn’t come under the guidelines of the Open Meetings Law. City Manager Almond said the committee was not appointed by this Council and is not advising this Council.

Mr. Hooper & Mr. Covington discuss gunfire in their neighborhood.

Mr. Thomas Hooper, a resident of the McLaurin Park area, said he was concerned about things going on in his community. He said he had called the Police Department a few times about it. He said there were several shootings going on, especially on the weekends. He said there have been several shots fired at a place on Winstead Street, which he said was the American Legion building. He said they had called the police, but once they left, there is a lot of loud music around 2-3 a.m. He said they were concerned about their families.

Mr. Hooper also discussed speeding in the neighborhood and the need for a speed limit sign or “Children at Play” sign.

City Manager Almond asked Mr. Hooper if he had discussed these concerns with either Chief Hunt or Captain Hairston. Mr. Hooper said he had spoken with the Chief about a year ago, but it started back again.

Mr. Hooper said he thinks some of the shooting is originating from the nearby American Legion hut. He said he has been lying in bed and heard the shots.

Councilman Rucker suggested police patrol the area more, especially on the weekends after 10 p.m.

Mr. John Covington, a neighbor of Mr. Hooper, said the number of multiple shots have been increasing between the hours of 9 p.m. and 4 a.m. He reiterated that these are multiple shots, not single shots. He expressed concern that these rounds could go into citizens’ homes and cause injury.

Mr. Covington said most of the shooting is on the weekends in the area of Winstead, Morehead and Pennsylvania Avenue. In the last six months, the shootings have appeared to be on the increase. Someone needs to address this, he said.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham said he had heard shots being fired but hadn’t been able to determine where they were coming from. It sounded like they were coming from all around, he said. Councilman Rucker stated that about 7 p.m. on Saturday night, he heard shooting that sounded like a machine gun coming from Pennsylvania Avenue. He said it knocked out telephones on their street. He added that the following Sunday, telephone repair crews were out fixing the telephone lines.

Mr. Crisp speaks for Committee wanting an outdoor swimming pool.

Mr. Jeff Crisp of 1862 Amos Street approached Council. He said he had been selected to represent several groups that together have formed a committee, which is growing in numbers. The committee would like for the Council to consider in 2007 the idea of a communitywide swimming pool for citizens, he said. While there is the pool at the YMCA, they would like a pool that will meet everyone’s needs, where people can have pool parties, unlimited swim times and not have the echo that is found in the indoor Y pool, he continued.

Mr. Crisp talked of the impact Pettigrew Pool had on his life when he was a teen-ager. He said today’s kids need to have a place to meet, greet and fellowship other than on the streets of the city. He again asked Council to consider these ideas for the pool. “We know money is tight, but where there is a will, there is a way,” Mr. Crisp stressed.

The Mayor asked Mr. Crisp to get a copy of his remarks to the City Clerk. (A COPY OF THOSE REMARKS ARE HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)

Ms. McAllister expresses concerns about hunting near her property.

Ms. Lutrellia McAllister of 109 Brookview Drive in the Creekridge community, approached Council. She said that her house is inside the City limits, but she complained to Council that now there are hunters with dogs and rifles near her backyard. On Thursday of last week, the hunting dogs actually came into her yard, and she could hear the hunters even though she couldn’t see what they were chasing. She said they were actually within two feet of her home. She said her next-door neighbor, who couldn’t be here because she works out of town, was standing at her window and was afraid because she could see the hunters with their rifles less than a football field away from her home, and they were shooting. She said they were concerned that it was not a safe neighborhood if they could not come in and out of their homes without being worried about being shot.

Ms. McAllister said she called the police and talked with Capt. Hairston, who got Officer Woody to call her. The officer told her that he knew the owners of that property and that the land is located in the County, not in the City. She said she told him that she pays City and County taxes. The officer said the property was located on Brooks Road, although she disagreed with him on the location. Ms. McAllister said she understood that the dogs didn’t know where they were going, they were just following their prey, but she added that they (she and her neighbors) are not their prey. The officer said he would talk with the owners of The Hunt Club and call her back, which he had not yet done since she had talked with him on January 4th. 

Ms. McAllister said she was truly concerned about the safety of herself, her family and her neighbors. She stated that if a firearm was discharged inside the City limits, that was against the law. She said they would like to see something done. Ms. McAllister also said she would like some answers as to why the Hunt Club is there, why they are doing the shooting and why the dogs are coming into their yards chasing their prey. She said if they needed to put up a fence to distinguish between City and County, that was okay with her. She said she would like to safely be able to leave her home.

City Manager Almond asked her for her telephone number, which Ms. McAllister gave him. 

Councilman Turner asked Ms. McAllister if the Hunt Club property adjoined her property? She said that was what Officer Woody said. She said she had no earthly idea why since they are in the City. She said there a gully there, but it is still less than half of a football field away from her home.

She thanked Council for its attention and Mayor Pro-Tem Gorham, who told her to come to the meeting and address this.

Mr. Fetter questions City paying for surveillance cameras.

Mr. Mike Fetter of 331 Acme Street said that after hearing about gunfire in the neighborhoods, it made him think about the wireless cameras the police chief was talking about. He asked if the wireless surveillance cameras could be used in other places or were they strictly for the downtown streets? City Manager Almond said the cameras would be for the downtown area.

Mr. Fetter said, it seems to him, that a business has the responsibility of taking care of itself. He talked of businesses having cameras in their shop as a cost of doing business. City Manager Almond said the businesses might also say that it is the City’s responsibility to provide a safe environment, just like in the individual neighborhoods. Mr. Fetter said it seems to him that a business ought to take responsibility for taking care of itself. Why is it the City’s responsibility when there are problems elsewhere in the City, which we say we need to check on some day, he said. Mr. Fetter said it was something to think about. He said you have enterprises earning money, and the City is paying to put cameras in to protect them, but we don’t worry much about the neighborhoods where we have people running around shooting gunfire. He said maybe the City ought to give some thought to that, as well as to using the cameras in different places. Mayor Festerman stressed that nobody dismisses gunshots being fired in neighborhoods, and the City responds to it and takes it very seriously.

CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS A PERSONNEL MATTER PER G.S. 143-318.11(A)(6).

Mayor Festerman said there was no need for a personnel session.

Councilman Gentry then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Turner and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to adjourn at approximately 4:33 p.m.







____________________________________







          James K. Festerman, Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________

 Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk
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