MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2007 AT 7:00 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor James K. Festerman


Mayor Pro-Tem Donald L. Gorham


Councilman John H. Gentry


Councilman John Henderson 

Councilman George O. Rucker

Councilman Clark Turner


Councilwoman Joan Zdanski


                                                                         

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                      
NONE

CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                    
D. Kelly Almond, City Manager
                                                                                    Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk
                                                                                    William F. McLeod Jr., City Attorney

Mayor Festerman called the meeting to order at approximately 7 p.m. He told those present that if they didn’t know it, they are sitting in the City of Reidsville, which is home of the State 2AA football champions, the Reidsville Rams. This drew a round of applause from the crowd.
The Mayor recognized Councilman Clark Turner, who introduced his pastor, the Rev. Dr. Howard G. Backus of St. Thomas Episcopal Church. The Councilman said Dr. Backus is very excited about things going on in the City’s downtown and has some good ideas of how St. Thomas can enter into that. Councilman Turner also talked about his church, which began the Soup Kitchen, the Ecumenical Life Center, the Community Thanksgiving program, the Outreach Center, the Senior Citizens Center and the trading of pulpits with Zion Baptist Church. Last, but not least, three of the City’s recent mayors have come from St. Thomas, he said, if anyone is looking for a church home, a statement which drew laughter from the crowd.
Dr. Backus then provided the invocation.

Mayor Festerman thanked Dr. Backus for providing the invocation and commented that they are all proud of the rich history of St. Thomas Episcopal Church and the great things the church has accomplished. They also looked forward to working with the church in the future, the Mayor said.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

Mayor Festerman led the audience in reciting the pledge of allegiance.

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA.

Mayor Festerman asked Council members if there were any items they wanted pulled from the Consent Agenda for further consideration. Councilman Rucker said he would like for Consent Agenda Items No. 1 & 2 to be removed.
Councilman Gentry made the motion, seconded by Councilman Turner and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 3 & 4.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 - APPROVAL OF A LETTER OF AGREEMENT WITH ITG FOR A WATER LINE ON HOLIDAY LOOP ROAD.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved a letter of agreement which would allow ITG to extend a water line in that area. The City is agreeing to pay the difference between the company’s cost of a six-inch line and a 12-inch line, which is normal policy. (A COPY OF THE LETTER OF AGREEMENT IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 4 - APPROVAL OF AUTHORITY TO APPLY FOR A NC RURAL CENTER ECONOMIC STIMULUS INVESTMENT GRANT FOR DOWNTOWN REIDSVILLE.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved staff’s authority to apply for a North Carolina Rural Center Economic Stimulus Investment Grant for downtown Reidsville. The City is looking into grant possibilities for projects associated with the planned Market Plaza. (A COPY OF THE AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)
- End of Consent Agenda -

Council members then turned to the two pulled Consent Agenda items.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 - APPROVAL OF THE NOVEMBER 7, 2007 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES AND THE OPEN SESSION MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 29, 2007 SPECIAL MEETING.

Councilman Rucker informed Council that he would like the two sets of minutes to be voted on separately. The first to be considered was the November 7, 2007 regular meeting minutes.

Councilman Turner made the motion to approve the November 7, 2007 regular meeting minutes, which was seconded by Councilman Gentry and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote.

The second item to be considered was the November 29, 2007 special meeting (open session) minutes.

Councilman Turner then made the motion to approve the November 29, 2007 special meeting minutes (open session portion). The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Zdanski and was approved in a 4-3 vote with Mayor Pro Tem Gorham, Councilman Rucker and Councilman Henderson voting in opposition.

City Manager Almond asked the dissenting Council members what problem they had since he had been responsible for those minutes. He asked if the minutes were inaccurate? Councilman Rucker said no, he just wasn’t voting on them. City Manager Almond asked if the minutes were an accurate depiction of what happened at that meeting? He said if they weren’t correct, he’d like to correct them. Councilman Rucker alluded to a “4-3 vote.”
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham said the minutes had been pulled because of the closed session situation. He questioned whether there were no minutes of that by law. City Manager Almond said there are minutes, but they are not approved publicly by law. Mayor Pro Tem Gorham said these are only the open session minutes? City Manager Almond replied in the affirmative. He asked if that was not an accurate depiction of what happened? Mayor Pro Tem Gorham said it was accurate. Mayor Festerman said the vote would stand “as is” at 4-3.
Council members then turned to the other pulled Consent Agenda item, Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 7.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 - APPROVAL OF BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 7, WHICH APPROPRIATES FUNDS FOR THE CAROLINA COLLEGE ADVISING CORE PROGRAM, IMPROVEMENTS TO SPRINKLE STREET, CONTAMINATED SOIL REMOVAL ON NORTH SCALES STREET, GREENWAY PROPERTY ACQUISITION, AND A GRAVITY SEWER LINE ON FREEWAY DRIVE.

Councilman Rucker said he had pulled the budget ordinance amendment because he was fine with everything but buying the property listed (Item #4 in the City Manager’s accompanying memo dated December 3, 2007). Mayor Festerman asked if Councilman Rucker wanted Item #4 pulled? The Councilman replied in the affirmative. The Mayor then asked, as a point of order, could the Council go ahead and vote on the other items included in the budget ordinance amendment? City Attorney Bill McLeod Jr. said they could.
Councilman Turner made the motion, seconded by Councilman Gentry and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve items #1, 2, 3 and 5 as outlined in the City Manager’s accompanying memo. (A COPY OF THE ACCOMPANYING MEMOR IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)
The fourth item in the memo deals with the purchase of property from the Dr. Richardson family for the greenway trail.
Councilman Rucker said he felt the Council would be spending too much for the property. He said he doesn’t feel right spending taxpayer money like that. Mayor Festerman asked for clarification from Councilman Rucker, noting that the Council had been presented with the possibility of two different things (purchase of a portion or the entire property). The Councilman said he was fine with the greenways. The Mayor, stating that the City had the opportunity to buy 1.2 acres for approximately $22,000 or the entire 23 acres for $67,000, asked Councilman Rucker if he was opposed to both of those. Councilman Rucker said he was opposed to the $67,000. The $22,000 was fine, he said.
Councilman Rucker then made the motion to okay 1.2 acres at a price of $22,000. The motion was seconded by Councilman Gentry.

Councilman Henderson asked if the property was in the floodplain? The Mayor said he thought a portion of it is. Councilman Henderson questioned if the property is in the floodplain, is this an accurate value? The Mayor said his only response to that would be that this is the amount the Tax Department put on it.
City Manager Almond asked to speak. He said, first of all, the 1.2 acres is not available for $22,000.  That is the appraised value from an independent appraiser the City has used in such matters and is based on 44 cents a square foot, the City Manager said. If the City only bought the 1.2 acres it needs, the price would come out to $22,000, he explained. Buying the amount of land for the trail splits that piece of property almost down the middle, City Manager Almond continued, and it would make the property completely unusable. That is why Dr. Richardson offered to sell the entire tract for $67,000. If the City is not going to buy the whole tract, he is not going to sell the City a section through the middle of it, he said. Therefore, if the City doesn’t buy the whole tract, either the greenway project is dead or the City will have to go to court and land up paying the appraised value for the whole parcel, City Manager Almond stressed. The owner has not agreed to sell part of the land and leave two unusable pieces on either side, the City Manager said.
The City Manager explained that the agent for the property contacted him today because he knew the issue was on the agenda. The City Manager said he told the agent that he had heard some opposition from at least one Council member. The agent informed him that if the offer for the entire property was not taken tonight, the offer was off the table, and they’ll just go to court about it, City Manager Almond said.

Noting he has dealt with a lot of property acquisitions, City Manager Almond said if the City went to court, it might land up paying a whole lot more for the property than $67,000 for 23 acres in the middle of town. Mayor Festerman questioned the use of eminent domain, adding that the City Council has been reluctant to do that in the past. City Manager Almond said he had understood from discussions that the Council’s reluctance was based on a recent court decision which allowed cities to take property from one property owner for economic development and sell it at a bargain price to someone else to develop. The City has exercised eminent domain many times to secure water and sewer line rights of way, he said. The City Manager said he understood the Council’s position was that the City could not exercise that right for redevelopment purposes. Councilman Turner also pointed out that the City has a grant for the greenway project from Annie Penn Community Trust.
Councilman Rucker said, “If we don’t vote tonight, it’s over?” He asked if there couldn’t be a meeting to discuss it a little bit more? City Manager Almond said all he could tell them was what the property agent told him. He said if it’s not voted on tonight, the offer for selling the entire property at tax value was “off the table.”
Mayor Festerman asked if the agent had told him why he chose to do that. City Manager Almond said he believed it had something to do with tax angles here at the end of the year. 

Councilwoman Zdanski said her biggest concern was the greenway project for which money has already been appropriated.

Councilman Rucker said he would remove his motion. Councilman Gentry rescinded his second.

Again, Councilman Rucker asked if they couldn’t have a private meeting to discuss it? He said he wasn’t for it. Councilman Turner said he didn’t want to lose the greenways project. Councilman Rucker said he didn’t want to either.
Councilman Turner then made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Zdanski, to go ahead and purchase the entire 23 acres for $67,000.

City Attorney Bill McLeod asked whether Councilman Rucker had removed his motion and Councilman Gentry? Upon receiving an affirmative reply, legal counsel said the Council could proceed with Councilman Turner’s motion.

Councilman Turner said he didn’t want to lose the greenways project and have to refund any of the Annie Penn Community Trust monies for a project they had already promised to the citizens of Reidsville.
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham questioned the City Manager, “He did say it’s dead, dead, dead.” City Manager Almond said this offer is dead and they’d have to let the courts decide a fair market value.
Councilman Turner said his experience has been that if the City goes to court, it could lose two ways – through attorney fees and a higher price.

The motion was then approved in a 5-2 vote with Councilmen Rucker and Henderson voting in opposition.

The full Budget Ordinance Amendment as approved follows:

BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 7
     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on May 9, 2007 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2007-2008; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City's budget to appropriate funds for various items as detailed in the attached memorandum;
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on May 9, 2007 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.   That revenue account number 50-3986-0000, Greenways - Transfer In from General Fund, be increased by $67,000.00; that revenue account number 49-3987-0062, North End Sewer - Transfer in from Sewer Fund, be increased by $35,000.00; that revenue account number 49-3495-0000, Venture Properties Contribution, be increased by $66,016.00; that revenue account number 10-3991-0000, Appropriated Fund Balance – General Fund, be increased by $99,800.00; that revenue account number 62-3991-0000, Appropriated Fund Balance – Sewer Fund, be increased by $35,000.00 . 

Section 2. That expense account number 10-4930-7500, Carolina College Advising Core Program, be increased by $8,800.00; that expense account number 10-4510-6004, New Curb and Gutter, be increased by $15,000.00; that expense account number 10-4350-4400, Demolitions, be increased by $9,000.00; that expense account number 10-4930-9802, General Fund Transfer to Greenways, be increased by $67,000.00; that expense account number 50-4940-5900, Greenways Right of Way, be increased by $67,000.00; that expense account number 62-4120-1849, Sewer Fund Transfer to North End Sewer Project Fund, be increased by $35,000.00; that expense account number 49-7131-5850, Cross Pointe Line, be increased by $101,016.00.
This the 12th day of December, 2007.
                      /s/ _____________________                                        

                               James K. Festerman    

                                             Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________                                   

      Angela Stadler, CMC

              City Clerk

PROCLAMATIONS:

HUMAN RIGHTS WEEK DECEMBER 10-16, 2007.

Mayor Festerman invited Dick Frohock, Chairman of the Human Relations Commission, to come forward for the proclamation recognizing Human Rights Week as December 10-16. (A COPY OF THE PROCLAMATION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) When asked for remarks, Chairman Frohock said the next item of business was a good demonstration of this, and he would sit down.
Before going on to the swearing-in ceremonies, Mayor Festerman recognized County Commissioner Bobby Stanley, who was in attendance.

ADMINISTERING THE OATH OF OFFICE TO NEWLY ELECTED COUNCIL MEMBERS BY THE HONORABLE FRED WILKINS, CHIEF DISTRICT COURT JUDGE.
Rockingham County Chief District Court Judge Fred Wilkins came forward to provide the oath of office for the Council members re-elected in October: Councilman John Henderson, Councilman George Rucker, Councilman Clark Turner and Councilwoman Joan Zdanski. Each was sworn in individually with their family members surrounding them. The Council members introduced their family members as they joined them for the swearing in.
Mayor Festerman thanked the Council members for being willing to serve the City. He invited each of the newly elected Council members to say a few words.
Remarks by newly sworn Council Members.

Councilman Henderson - Councilman Henderson apologized for not publicly recognizing his wife of 58 years, Ernestine, and his daughter, Johnette. 
Councilman Turner - Councilman Turner said he was grateful to be re-elected. He said he looked forward to the next four years. He noted that he had made a lot of promises to a lot of people, and he said he hoped he could keep them all.
Councilman Rucker - Councilman Rucker thanked the citizens for voting for him again. He thanked his family for putting up with him. He thanked all the City employees and asked those present to stand up, which they did to a round of applause. The Councilman, noting that his relationship with some of them hadn’t been “humpty dumpty,” said he looked forward to working with them for the next four years. He thanked them all.
Councilwoman Zdanski - Councilwoman Zdanski noted that her family had chosen to come and live in Reidsville in 1969. Other than saying her “I do’s” with her husband, it was the best decision they had ever made, she added. She said she is proud to be a member of this town. She said that anytime they go to a meeting or convention, she says with pride, “I’m from Reidsville.” She thanked the City’s employees because they are the “face of the City.” The Councilwoman noted that the City has a lot of great things coming up that they’re going to be doing together.
Mayor Festerman, saying he had always wanted to say this, said “the Judge can be dismissed if he chooses to.” He thanked Judge Wilkins for participating in tonight’s ceremony.

CONSIDERATION OF BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS:
City Manager Almond distributed the ballots for the lone board being considered, the Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission.

PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION
City Clerk Angela G. Stadler, CMC, announced the following unanimous appointments: 
Sharon Bethel of 715 Carroll Street was re-appointed to a second term on the Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission.

George “Butch” Trent of 2623 Reid School Road was appointed to a three-year term on the board.
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT.
The City Manager said he had only one or two brief items.
Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 8 dealing with 911 fees.

City Manager Almond said that a couple of days ago he had advised them of an action Council needed to take that had come to staff’s attention after the agenda packets had been printed. He said City Finance Director Chris Phillips was available to help explain if necessary.
The City Manager explained that for about eight years, 911 service fees have been attached to all telephone bills in the State of North Carolina. Some time after that, these fees were attached to wireless telephone accounts as well. These fees, which were to go back to the cities, had to be specially accounted for and held in a separate fund. The use of that money was heavily restricted, he said, basically, the money could only be used for capital equipment, such as radios.  With this limited scope of use, millions of dollars have been building up in these funds across the state, but no one could use them, he asserted.

In the last session of the General Assembly, cities made lawmakers address this and make changes, City Manager Almond explained. The law was changed to allow cities to use these monies for other purposes, he said. Finance Director Phillips had made him aware of the fact that by January 1, 2008, the City Council had to appropriate the money built up in that 911 Fund to the General Fund or the City could lose the monies. He reiterated that this came to their attention after the agenda packets had been distributed.
A couple of days ago, they believed the City’s appropriation would be about $167,000, but City Manager Almond said Phillips had provided him with an update showing that figure now to be approximately $190,000. This money needs to be transferred to the General Fund Undesignated Fund Balance, he said. The City Manager stressed that he is not asking Council to spend it but just to transfer it.
City Manager Almond said he believed the Local Government Commission had told them it could be transferred after January 1, but that the 911 Board is saying it must be completed by the end of the year. He called upon Phillips to provide more information.

Phillips said it has been a little confusing, The Local Government Commission (LGC) usually sends out memos regarding issues such as this to let cities know how to handle them. However, this issue came up really quick, and the LGC is working on the memo still, he said. According to a 911 Board representative, cities must approve the transfer of monies by December 31, 2007, or lose the ability to move the funds. If not, the monies will stay in the 911 Fund and still be restricted, the Finance Director explained. 
The Local Government Commission has still not issued a memo, but they have talked with the 911 Board, Phillips said. LGC now agrees that the transfer needs to be done, he said. This budget amendment just moves the money, he explained, and does not address spending that money. If done, the City has $190,000 that is no longer restricted and can be used, he said. If the monies stay in the 911 Fund, the funds could only be spent on items that get calls into the dispatch area, Finance Director Phillips noted. Once the call gets to dispatch, it can’t be used for anything else other than the equipment to answer the telephone.
Councilwoman Zdanski asked if the monies have to be spent in this fiscal year? Phillips replied in the negative. He noted that collection used to be done partly by the State and partly through local collection. The State now has taken over the entire collection process and forwards the money to the cities. Places that are not using the money may see those funds cut in the future, Phillips said. The $190,000 is not the full balance, he asserted, stating that there is another piece of the money which is not available for transfer.
Mayor Festerman said it seems it would be much harder to track if it’s in the General Fund. Phillips said that’s the point, the City doesn’t have to track it because once the monies are moved to the General Fund, they can be used for any purpose. If the City doesn’t move it, though, it loses that ability, the Finance Director stressed. Mayor Festerman asked how much in 911 fees the City takes in? Phillips said about $150,000 a year. The City currently spends about $50,000 so it has been building up about $100,000 a year. The money will still be coming from the State, but the City will be losing the restrictions placed on the funds, he said.
Councilman Turner said, “It seems like a no-brainer so we might as well transfer.” Phillips said it gives the City the ability to do it.
Mayor Festerman noted that the City would need in the future a lot of money for the 800 megahertz VIPER system so it could be put away for that. Phillips said the 911 representative told them that there was nothing in the law that talks about that so it will be a statewide issue. The monies don’t have to be used for that purpose, but the City is facing those future expenses, he said. Councilman Turner said the City doesn’t have to spend it.
Councilman Turner made the motion, seconded by Councilman Gentry and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to transfer the 911 monies.
The transfer as outlined in Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 8 follows:
BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 8
     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on May 9, 2007 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2007-2008; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City's budget to appropriate funds for a State authorized transfer of eligible 911 Fund Balance amounts to the General Fund;
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on May 9, 2007 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.   That revenue account number 10-3985-2900, General Fund - Transfer In from the 911 Fund, be increased by $190,000.00; that revenue account number 10-3991-0000, General Appropriated Fund Balance, be decreased by $190,000.00; that revenue account number 29-3991-0000, 911 Appropriated Fund Balance, be increased by $190,000.00. 

Section 2. That expense account number 29-4300-9000, 911 Fund – Transfer to General Fund, be increased by $190,000.00.
This the 12th day of December, 2007.

                       /s/ _____________________                                        

                                James K. Festerman    

                                        Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_________________

   Angela Stadler, CMC

           City Clerk

Recognition of City Staff.

City Manager Almond said that, as Councilman Rucker had stated, the City has a wonderful staff, who are highly motivated and extremely professional, “the best he’s ever worked with.” He said he appreciates the Council’s support and looks forward to continuing to serve them and the citizens of Reidsville. He assured them that no one takes a job with the City of Reidsville for granted.
PUBLIC COMMENTS.

Mayor Festerman asked if there was anyone who wished to make public comments? No one came forward.
CITY COUNCIL REPORTS.
Mayor Festerman – The Mayor said he would like to add his congratulations to all of his fellow Council members once again, adding that it is a pleasure to serve with them. They have demonstrated their commitment to their beautiful city and moving it forward. That is very much appreciated, he said.

Mayor suggests January meeting be held at RHS.

The Mayor said he thought they were all extremely proud of their Reidsville Rams. He said he had been thinking over the past several days how they might honor the coaches and the players. He suggested that the City Council move its January meeting to Reidsville High School so that the City could recognize the football team, their families and the coaches.

Mayor proposes changing Council meetings to night.

The Mayor also said that starting with the new year, he’d like to propose that the City Council move its meetings to night. He said he proposes that the Council meet the second Tuesday night of the month beginning in January. He said he had considered other alternatives, but Wednesday nights conflicted with church. 
The Mayor said first, he’d like to make a motion for the January meeting.
Mayor Festerman said his first motion was to move the City Council meeting to Reidsville High School on January 8th at 6:30 p.m. with a special invitation to all the football team and the student body of Reidsville High School. The motion was seconded by Councilman Gentry and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote.

Mayor Festerman asked the City Clerk to make all of the logistical arrangements with Reidsville High School. He said he hoped there wouldn’t be a problem with meeting at the high school.

The Mayor said his second motion was to move City Council meetings to the second Tuesday of the month beginning in January at 6:30 p.m. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Zdanski.
During the discussion phase, Council members tossed around different start times for the meetings. Councilman Gentry expressed concerns about whether 6:30 p.m. would give people enough time to go home and come back out. Councilman Rucker suggested alternating between Tuesday nights and Wednesdays but Mayor Festerman said he felt that would be too confusing. The Mayor said he felt strongly that it should be the same day of the month. 

Mayor Festerman said he did an informal survey and found many cities start at 6 p.m. After several different times were offered, it was decided to stay with 6:30 p.m.

The motion passed in a 7-0 vote.

Mayor Festerman said he appreciated the vote since several Council members felt this would allow more citizens to come to the meetings.

Councilwoman Zdanski – The Councilwoman said she had been unable to go to the Historic Preservation Commission meeting, but the draft minutes are in the agenda packets. She noted that at the meeting, a Certificate of Appropriateness was given to 223 Lawsonville Avenue for a handicapped ramp. A Certificate of Appropriateness was also awarded to Joe King for a project at First Baptist Church.

The Reidsville Appearance Commission is currently considering candidates for its Exceptional Tree program, which will be announced around Arbor Day, she said. 

Councilman Rucker – He said he had no report, but he encouraged anyone who hadn’t been by the Teen Center to go by for a visit.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham – The Mayor Pro Tem said the one item on the Planning Board agenda, a Conditional Use Permit for a rest home on Piedmont Street, would be considered at the next Council meeting.

The Mayor Pro Tem congratulated those who had been re-elected and said he hoped to work with them for the next two years and hopefully, for some time afterwards.
Councilman Gentry – The Councilman asked, “Isn’t Reidsville pretty?” He talked about the beauty of the lights downtown, an idea which he was criticized for when he suggested it. He said he had been called a fool, but “I’m not a fool.” He added that it would be even prettier with snow.
Councilman Turner – No report.

Councilman Henderson – The Councilman said it had been a very busy month for the Chamber of Commerce. He noted that Senator Libby Dole had visited Reidsville recently and several people got to meet her one-on-one. Wachovia had hosted the monthly coffee on Dec. 6. A ribbon cutting had been held at the Downtown Crafters Mall on Dec. 7.
Regarding the Human Relations Commission, he noted that those attending the dinner last night got a “treat.”

Mayor Festerman asked Councilman Henderson if he’d like to mention the Martin Luther King breakfast in January. The Councilman asked Chairman Frohock from the Human Relations Commission to provide details, which he did. The breakfast will be held at Jan. 21 at Zion Baptist Church and tickets are available from the HRC, NAACP and the Chamber of Commerce.

Mayor Festerman thanked the Reidsville Review for its excellent coverage of Reidsville Rams football. He pointed to the front page of the Review after the State championship win, which was displayed in front of him on the Council dais. He said he planned to get the newspaper signed by the players and coaches and have it displayed at City Hall until RHS brings home its next championship.
ADJOURN TO FIRST-FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM FOR RECEPTION HONORING NEWLY ELECTED COUNCIL MEMBERS.
Mayor Festerman then invited those present to adjourn to the adjacent first-floor conference room for a reception honoring the newly elected Council members.
Councilman Henderson then made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Gorham and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to adjourn.







____________________________









James K. Festerman









        Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________

  Angela G. Stadler, CMC

             City Clerk
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